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The  Standing  Commission  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
met  at  Taize,  France,  from  20  to  24  August,  1979.  On  the 
morning  of  Sunday,  19  August,  members  of  the  Commission 
joined  in  a celebration  of  the  Eucharist  by  Frere  Max 
Thurian  in  the  Community  Church  of  the  Reconciliation, 
and  in  the  afternoon  gathered  in  the  Community  House  where 
they  were  welcomed  to  Taize  by  Frere  Roger  Schutz.  During 
the  course  of  the  meeting,  members  joined  with  the  Community 
in  morning,  midday  and  evening  prayers. 
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I.  OPENING  ACTIONS 


The  Moderator,  Professor  Nikos  NISSIOTIS,  opened  the  proceed- 
ings with  a period  of  prayer  and  meditation.  During  the  course 
of  the  meeting,  morning  prayers  were  led  by  Fr  Jean  Tillard, 
Professor  Gayraud  Wilmore,  Rev.  Ilda  Vence,  Mrs  Florence 
Mahoney  and  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu. 


Attendance 

Officers:  Prof.  N . A.  NISSIOTIS,  Moderator 

The  Rev.  S.W.  ARIARAJAH , Vice-Moderator 

Prof.  J.  DESCHNER,  Vice-Moderator 

Mrs  F.  MAHONEY,  Vice-Moderator 

The  Rev.  Fr  J.M.R.  TILLARD,  Vice-Moderator 

Members:  Dr  K.  ARAYAPRATEEP 

Prof.  I.  ASHEIM 
Metropolitan  BARTHOLOMEW 
Protopresbyter  V.  BOROVOI 
Dr  P . A.  CROW,  jr 
Fr  T.  HOPKO 

Dr  U.  KUHN 

Dorn  E.  LANNE 
Prof.  J.M.  LOCHMAN 
Dr  A.  MAMPILA 
Prof.  K.  OGAWA 
Prof.  W.  PANNENBERG 
Prof.  D.  POPESCU 
The  Rev.  J.A.  POWERS 
Prof.  K.  PROHLE 
Dr  J.  STAM 
Mrs  M.  TANNER 
The  Rt  Rev.  D.  TUTU 
The  Rev.  I.  VENCE 
Dr  P.  WAY 
Dr  W.M.S.  WEST 
Prof.  G.  WILMORE 


Substitutes : 


Dr  N.  KIRST  (for  Dr  B.  LESKO) 


Apologies:  Dr  B.  LESKO 

The  Rev.  S.  NOMENYO 
The  Rev.  A.  SOEJATNO 


Guests:  Fr  R.  BEAUPERE 

Mr  M.  CONWAY 
Fr  P.  DUPREY 
Dr  L . A.  HOEDEMAKER 
Dr  A.  HOUTEPEN 
Mr  E.  JONES 
Dr  H.  KRUGER 
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Guests  cont'd:  Dr  P.  POTTER 

The  Very  Rev.  E.  SCOTT 
Frere  M.  THURIAN 


Minute  secretary:  Miss  V.  CANT 

Staff:  The  Rev.  S.  CRANFORD 

Dr  G.  MULLER-FAHRENHOLZ 

Dr  C.F.  PARVEY 

Dr  C.-S.  SONG 

Dr  S.  TODOROV  (Unit  I) 

Dr  L.  VISCHER 

Miss  A.  WILLIAMSON 


Time-table 


The  Moderator  said  that  Archbishop  Scott,  Moderator  of  Central 
Committee,  and  Dr  PhiliD  Potter,  General  Secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  would  be  joining  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Tuesday,  August  21,  to  discuss  the  role  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  in  the  World  Council  and  the  situ- 
ation which  had  arisen  by  the  decisions  of  the  Executive  and 
Central  Committees  concerning  the  director  of  the  Secretariat. 
He  also  announced  that  the  Commission  would  need  to  meet 
several  times  in  closed  session  to  discuss  the  nomination  of 
a new  director. 
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II.  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARIAT 


Dr  VISCHER  introduced  a detailed  report  of  the  activities 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  since  the  meeting  in 
Bangalore.  The  last  twelve  months  had  been  a difficult  time 
for  the  Secretariat,  and  Dr  Vischer  expressed  the  gratitude 
of  the  staff  for  the  strong  support  that  had  been  received  from 
members  of  the  Standing  Commission. 


A.  Bangalore  - echo  and  follow-up 


The  immediate  task  following  the  Bangalore  meeting  had  been 
that  of  editing  the  report  on  "Growing  Together  into  Unity". 

This  had  been  done  by  the  middle  of  September  1978  and  the  re- 
vised drafts  shared  with  members  of  the  Standing  Commission. 

All  reports  of  the  Bangalore  meeting  had  now  been  published 
under  the  title  "Sharing  in  One  Hope"  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  92) . 

A conspectus  of  proposed  studies  and  activities  had  been  pro- 
duced, summarizing  the  plans  developed  at  Bangalore:  this 
statement  had  been  given  general  approval  by  the  Executive  and 
Central  Committees  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  was 
included  in  the  minutes  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
meeting  at  Bangalore  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  93,  p.  37f ) . 

1 . A Common  Account  of  Hope 

The  "Common  Account  of  Hope"  was  widely  distributed.  It  was 
translated  into  many  languages  and  published  by  many  journals 
and  papers.  On  the  whole,  the  response  was  very  favourable 
though  there  were  also  critical  voices,  especially  in  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany.  The  texts  worked  out  at  Bangalore 
by  the  sub-groups  in  response  to  "Accounts  of  Hope"  received 
from  various  parts  of  the  world  were  shared  with  the  authors: 

a)  Accounts  of  Hope  from  Africa:  AACC  (Mr  Sarwat  G.  Shehata) 

b)  Accounts  of  Hope  from  Asia:  CCA  (Dr  Yap  Kim  Hao) 

c)  Accounts  from  Latin  America:  CELAM  (Cardinal  Lorscheider) , 

Latin  American  Council  of  Churches  (Bishop  Federico 
Pagura) , CELADEC  (Mr  Luis  Reinoso) 

d)  Accounts  from  Western  Europe:  Raad  van  Kerken  in 

Nederland  (Prof.  Hendrikus  Berkhof/Dr  H.A.M.  Fiolet) , 
Bristol  Group  (Dr  Morris  West),  West  German  Bishops' 
Conference  (Cardinal  Hoffner) 

e)  Accounts  from  Eastern  Europe:  East  European  Central 

Committee  members 

f)  Accounts  from  North  America:  NCCC/USA  Faith  and  Order 

Commission  (Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers) . 
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The  statement  on  "Giving  Account  of  the  Hope  in  the  Dialogue 
with  Scientists"  was  shared  with  those  responsible  for  the 
preparation  of  the  Conference  on  "Faith  , Science  and  the  Future" 
(July  12-24,  1979,  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  USA);  it  played  a 
certain  role  at  the  conference. 

2 .  Publication  of  Bangalore  Material 

In  addition  to  the  publication  of  the  report  and  the  minutes,  the 
January  issue  of  The  Ecumenical  Review  had  been  given  over  to 
material  concerning  Bangalore;  reports  had  also  appeared  in 
the  July  issue  of  "Unite  des  Chretiens  (No.  25) and  in  a special 
issue  of  Midstream  (Vol.  XVIII,  No.  1,  January  1979).  For  a 
full  list  of  Faith  and  Order  publications,  see  Appendix  I. 


3 .  Report  to  Central  Committee,  Jamaica,  January  1979 

The  Central  Committee  devoted  a session  to  the  Bangalore  meeting. 
Addresses  were  given  by  the  Rev.  Wesley  Ariarajah  and  Fr  Jean 
Tillard,  and  these  were  set  in  the  framework  of  worship  based 
on  the  Account  of  Hope.  The  response  of  the  Central  Committee 
generally  was  very  positive.  The  Pentecostal  Message  from: 
the  World  Council  of  Churches'  Presidents  to  the  churches  quoted 
extensively  from  the  Account.  The  Central  Committee  adopted 
the  following  resolution  concerning  the  Common  Account: 

/~ The  Unit  Committee  had  expressed  appreciation  of  the 
results  of  the  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
at  Bangalore.  It  had  welcomed  the  method  of  work  used 
both  in  the  preparatory  process  and  at  the  meeting  it- 
self, which  made  possible  wide  participation  and  opened 
new  ways  of  communication  with  the  churches.  The  Com- 
mittee had  highly  appreciated  the  "Common  Account  of  Hope" 
and  proposed  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  churches . 

It  had  learned  with  satisfaction  that  the  "Common  Ac- 
count of  Hope"  had  already  been  translated  into  several 
languages  and  urged  the  churches  to  make  arrangements 
for  wide  circulation  of  the  document.  _/ 


4 .  Other  Responses 

The  Deutscher  Evangelischer  Kirchentag  in  1979  was  based  on  a 
theme  closely  related  to  the  theme  of  Bangalore,  and  on  two 
occasions  groups  of  people  had  tried  to  put  the  opening 
doxology  into  a hymn.  In  July  1979,  the  Latin  American 
members  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  had  met  in  Buenos 
Aires  to  discuss  the  implications  of  the  Bangalore  meeting 
and  the  possibility  of  a serious  follow-up  in  Latin  America. 
Later  Dr  Nelson  Kirst  would  be  presenting  the  report  and 
the  recommendations  of  this  meeting  to  the  Standing  Commission 
(see  p.  16 ) . 
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B.  Giving  Account  of  the  Hope  that  is  in  us 


As  we  embarked  on  a new  period  the  question  arose  in  what  ways 
the  study  "Giving  Account  of  the  Hope"  should  be  continued. 

Should  Bangalore  be  regarded  as  a conclusion?  Or  should  the 
study  continue  to  be  part  of  the  Faith  and  Order  programme?  The 
widespread  interest  in  the  Bangalore  report  called  for  a con- 
tinuation but  there  was  the  doubt  whether  the  study  could  be 
continued  along  with  the  new  emphases  proposed  by  the  Bangalore 
meeting.  Dr  SONG,  speaking  to  that  point,  felt  that  the  present 
task  was  to  disseminate  as  widely  as  possible  the  "Common 
Account  of  Hope",  and  to  encourage  local  congregations  and 
Christian  groups  to  continue  the  discussion.  One  thing  the  study 
had  demonstrated  was  the  importance  of  keeping  in  touch  with 
churches  and  groups  in  an  effort  to  collect  their  expressions 
of  hope  as  formulated  in  their  own  situations.  He  also  suggested 
that  a creative  link  should  be  established  between  the  study 
"Giving  Account  of  the  Hope"  and  the  new  study  on  the  "Common 
Confession  of  Faith".  He  proposed  the  publication  of  a small 
book  assembling  "confessions  of  faith"  drawn  up  by  churches 
in  recent  times. 


C.  Visible  Unity  - A Commonly  Accepted  Goal 


At  Bangalore  Committee  I had  dealt  with  this  issue.  It  had 
become  clear  that  it  was  of  great  importance  both  to  summarize 
the  insights  gained  in  the  past  years  and  to  pursue  the  debate 
on  a wider  basis.  This  double  need  had  been  emphasized  by 
debates  in  Central  Committee  on  the  unity  of  the  Church.  Ob- 
viously, the  relationship  between  ecclesial  unity  and  "unity 
across  human  barriers"  was  not  sufficiently  clarified  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  confusion  often  led  to  un- 
necessary polarizations.  It  was  proposed  that  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Central  Committee  would  deal  with  the  theme  "The 
Church  of  the  Poor";  it  was  important  that  this  theme  should 
be  approached  from  different  angles.  The  debate  in  the  Central 
Committee  should  be  an  occasion  to  reach  within  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  a deeper  common  understanding  of  the 
"unity  we  seek".  The  Secretariat thad  produced  a document 
under  the  title  "One  in  Faith  and  Witness"  which  sought  to 
understand  unity  as  a communion  crossing  human  barriers,  and 
to  clarify  the  concept  of  conciliar  fellowship.  At  a later 
stage  of  the  present  meeting,  this  document  would  be  before 
the  Commission  for  discussion  and  comment,  and  the  staff  would 
look  for  guidance  on  ways  in  which  the  issues  involved  might  best 
be  pursued  (cf.  Appendix  V). 
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D.  Three  Requirements  for  Unity 


In  the  discussion  at  Bangalore  emphasis  was  repeatedly  laid  on 
three  requirements  for  visible  unity.  In  the  conspectus  of 
studies , they  had  been  used  as  guiding  principles  for  work  to 
be  done  in  the  future.  What  had  been  achieved  during  the 
past  year  in  this  respect? 

1.  Unity  in  one  faith.  No  major  work  had  yet  been  done  on  this, 
bur  there  was  relevant  material  available  and  a strong  interest 
in  the  subject  was  developing.  Further  reflection  was  needed 
on  the  implications  of  the  discussion  in  Committee  II  at 
Bangalore  on  the  "Common  Confession  of  Faith".  Two  years  ago, 
the  Joint  Working  Group  between  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  had  decided  to  initiate  a study 
on  "Unity  in  the  Faith".  In  June  1978  a joint  consultation 
was  held  in  Venice.  The  report  had  been  sent  to  about  thirty 
consultants  on  each  side  and  had  been  rewritten  in  the  light 
of  comments  received.  The  report  was  now  being  prepared  for 
publication.  It  would  be  printed  as  a Faith  and  Order  paper. 

Two  consultations  had  been  held  on  the  filioque  clause  in  the 
Nicene  Creed.  The  plan  to  re-examine  this  issue  together  had 
been  conceived  in  1977  at  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  First  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order 
in  Lausanne.  In  October  1978  a group  of  people  familiar  with 
the  controversy  had  met  at  Schloss  Klingenthal  near  Strasbourg. 
The  text  which  resulted  had  been  sent  to  about  sixty  people  and 
at  a second  meeting  in  May  1979  the  work  done  was  revised  and 
a report  was  among  the  papers  submitted  to  the  members  of  the 
Standing  Commission.  It  was  hoped  that  the  Commission  would 
send  it  to  the  churches  for  a response. 


2,  Baptism,  Eucharist,  Ministry.  Over  the  last  few  months 
special  efforts  had  been  made  to  produce  revised  versions  of  the 
agreed  statements,  especially  of  the  statements  on  baptism 
and  the  eucharist.  It  had  been  felt  that  the  revision  should 
not  break  continuity  with  the  previous  texts  since  these  had 
already  been  submitted  to  the  churches.  At  the  same  time, 
account  should  be  taken  of  replies  received  from  the  churches. 

The  revised  texts  together  with*  summary  proposals  for  further 
work  on  the  documents  were  in  the  hands  of  members  and  would 
be  remitted  to  groups  for  discussion  later  in  the  meeting. 

Mr  CRANFORD  drew  attention  to  a report  of  a consultation  with 
Baptists  initiated  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  held 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky  earlier 
in  the  year.  The  meeting  had  been  helpful  and  constructive  and 
although  it  focussed  on  the  Baptist  tradition,  there  were  present 
in  the  discussion  also  representatives  from  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  and  the  Mennonite  Church. 
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Dr  VISCHER  commended  to  the  attention  of  members  the  reports  of  a 
consultation  with  Eastern  Orthodox  theologians  held  at  Chambesy, 
May  30  - June  2,  1919,  and  of  the  Forum  on  Bilateral  Conversa- 
tions held  at  Le  Cenacle  in  June,  both  of  which  were  included 
in  the  documentation  and  would  be  among  material  remitted  to  the 
groups  for  consideration. 

One  particular  concern  which  would  need  to  be  borne  in  mind  in 
future  discussions  related  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  from 
whom  a letter  had  been  received  pointing  out  that  the  final 
outcome  of  the  consensus  debate  might  place  the  Society  in  a 
very  difficult  position.  The  same  concern  would  apply  to  the 
Salvation  Army  and  to  a number  of  other  churches . 

Proposals  at  present  under  consideration  included  the  holding 
of  a consultation  on  children's  communion  and  on  the  catechetical 
implications  of  the  agreed  statements.  The  former  would  take 
place  in  April  1980  in  Bad  Segeberg;  for  the  second,  no  date 
had  yet  been  set. 

The  whole  matter  of  the  revision  of  the  agreed  statements 
required  very  special  attention  by  the  Standing  Commission. 

It  would  be  presented  more  fully  at  a later  stage  of  the 
meeting  (see  below,  pp  . 21-22  and  24ff.). 


3.  Common  ways  of  teaching  and  decision-making.  Work  on  the 
question  of  authority  still  had  to  be  developed.  Groups  in 
the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  Italy  and  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  had  given  attention  to  the  subject  and  in  1977  the 
Secretariat  had  organized  a consultation  around  the  topic  (held 
in  Odessa) . The  report  of  that  consultation  had  been  published 
in  The  Ecumenical  Review  and  separately  as  Faith  and  Order 
Paper  no.  91.  Dr  Ellen  Flesseman-van  Leer  was  working  on  a 
publication  on  the  authority  of  Scripture,  bringing  together 
the  texts  of  statements  made  on  this  subject  by  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission. 


E.  Towards  a Fuller  Manifestation  of  Communion  in  Christ 


1.  Prayer  Cycle:  "For  All  God's  People".  Translations  had 
been  made  into  a number  of  languages  and  were  under  preparation 
in  others  (cf.  Appendix  I).  It  was  the  hope  that  members  of  the 
Commission  would  do  their  best  to  encourage  its  use  in  their 
own  churches  and  constituencies.  Little  work  had  yet  been 
done  in  the  preparation  of  an  ecumenical  list  of  martyrs  and 
responsibility  for  work  on  this  would  need  to  be  considered 
in  the  allocation  of  future  staff  responsibilities. 

Preparations  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  in  1980  were  well  in  hand 
and  attention  was  already  being  given  to  arrangements  for  1981. 
In  view  of  the  CWME  Conference  in  Melbourne,  the  theme  "Your 
Kingdom  Come"  had  been  chosen  for  1980. 
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2.  Unity  across  human  barriers.  Work  in  a number  of  areas  bear- 
ing on  this  issue  was  proceeding.  A separate  report  would  be 
given  on  the  study  of  "The  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the 
Church"  (see  p.  15)  . Dr  Miiller-Fahrenholz  and  Mr  Cranford 
had  been  engaged  in  other  aspects  of  the  matter. 

Dr  MULLER-FAHRENHOLZ  drew  attention  to  the  publication  Partners 
in  Life:  The  Handicapped  and  the  Churchy  which  had  been  pub- 
lished in  English  and  German.  This  was  the  result  of  collabo- 
ration by  many  different  people  and  provided  a comprehensive 
basis  for  the  study  of  the  place  of  the  handicapped  in  the  life 
of  the  churches.  Dr  Miiller-Fahrenholz  had  been  moderator  of  a 
group  in  Geneva  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  a document 
analysing  the  situation  of  the  handicapped;  suggestions  had 
been  formulated  for  possible  actions  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  report  of  the  group  would  be  presented  to  the 
Executive  Committee  in  September  and  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  the  establishment  of  an  enlarged  task  force,  based  in 
Geneva,  which  would  ensure  that  the  work  already  done  would 
not  be  lost. 

Mr  CRANFORD  reported  on  the  ways  in  which  the  Bangalore  dis- 
cussion on  the  relationship  between  inter-church  aid  and  the 
unity  of  the  Church  had  been  pursued.  In  Bangalore  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  had  recognized  on  the  one  hand  that  inter- 
church aid  was  a means  of  anticipating  that  fuller  unity  which 
stemmed  from  mutual  aid  but  at  the  same  time  had  become  aware 
of  the  divisive  impact  of  aid  which  tended  to  come  through 
confessional  or  bilateral  channels  and  to  flow  one  way  only. 

The  report  was  published  in  several  places.  An  issue  of 
Midstream  had  dealt  with  various  aspects  of  the  problem.  Dis- 
cussions with  CICARWS  had  taken  place. 


3.  New  ecumenical  experiences.  The  question  of  the  relation  of 
Faith  and  Order  to  the  type  of  ecumenical  communion  developing 
between  churches  and  various  Christian  groups  needed  to  receive 
much  attention  in  the  future,  and  the  Secretariat  needed  the 
advice  of  the  Standing  Commission  on  the  best  ways  of  developing 
the  involvement  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  in  this  field. 
In  the  past  twelve  months  there  had  been  some  contact  with  the 
sub-unit  on  Renewal  and  Congregational  Life,  and  at  a meeting 
with  leaders  of  the  charismatic  movement  in  Schloss  Schwanberg 
in  December  1978  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  see  how  the  ecu- 
menical movement  could  relate  to  the  charismatic  movement. 

A book  on  mixed  marriages  by  Fr  Rene  Beaupere  was  in  pre- 
paration. 
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F.  At  the  Service  of  a Concerted  Approach  to  Unity 


1,  World  confessional  families  and  bilateral  conversations. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  was  now  actively  engaged  in  review 
ing  and  deepening  the  relations  with  World  Confessional  Families 
In  October  1978  a joint  consultation  had  taken  place  and  a re- 
port had  been  made  to  the  Central  Committee  in  Jamaica.  In- 
cluded among  the  papers  for  the  present  meeting  was  the  report 
of  the  second  session  of  the  Forum  on  Bilateral  Conversations, 
held  at  Le  Cenacle,  Geneva,  from  5-9  June,  1979.  Since  this 
session  dealt  with  the  findings  of  bilateral  conversations  on 
baptism,  the  eucharist  and  other  issues,  the  report  would  be 
considered  later  in  the  meeting  in  relation  "to  the  agreed 
statements  on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry.  There  were 
plans  to  have  the  report  published  in  the  Faith  and  Order 
series  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  no.  96) . The  third  session  of 
the  Forum  would  take  up  the  question  of  reception,  and  a small 
Geneva-based  committee  had  been  given  the  responsibility  of  de- 
tailed planning.  Dr  Dan  Martensen  of  the  Lutheran  World 
Federation  would  serve  as  moderator  and  Mr  Cranford  as  secre- 
tary. 

Mr  Cranford  had  participated  in  a meeting  between  the  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  and  the  Anglican  Consultative 
Council  in  September  1978  and  would  also  be  attending  meetings 
of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  Kingston  and  the  United  States 
in  October  1979. 

Plans  were  in  hand  for  the  publication  of  a volume  containing 
all  agreed  statements  resulting  from  bilateral  conversations. 


2.  Union  negotiations.  The  last  Survey  of  Church  Union  Negoti- 
ations had  been  published  in  1978  and  Mr  Cranford  was  now  work- 
ing on  the  next  survey  which  was  due  for  publication  in  1980. 


3 . Non-member  churches . Issue  number  V of  "Ecumenical 
Exercises"  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  no.  94)  had  been  published 
in  July  1979  and  contained  information  regarding  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Mizoram,  the  Gypsy  Evangelical  Church  and 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  United  States.  In  response  to 
this  publication,  the  Gypsy  Evangelical  Church  invited  the 
Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  to  participate  in  the  First 
European  Convention  of  Evangelical  Gypsies.  Dr  Vischer  had 
attended  this  gathering;  15,000  Gypsies  from  different  coun- 
tries were  in  attendance. 


4 . The  role  of  Councils.  A question  that  had  come  up  at  Ban- 
galore had  to  do  with  the  way  in  which  the  role  of  Councils, 
including  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  should  be  evaluated 
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today.  Are  the  Councils  outdated  in  their  approach?  Are  they 
institutionalizing  partial  unity?  Already  the  Assembly  in 
Nairobi  had  asked  for  an  examination  of  these  questions  but  so 
far  the  World  Council  of  Churches  had  been  slow  to  respond.  An 
account  of  the  Bangalore  discussion  appears  in  the  chapter 
"New  Ecumenical  Experiences  and  Existing  Ecumenical  Structures" 
in  Sharing  in  One  Hope,  pp.  279f.  It  was  important  to  take  up 
the  issue  in  the  near  future. 


G.  Finance 


Dr  Vischer  drew  attention  to  a statement  setting  out  the  finan- 
cial needs  for  the  period  1978-1981,  the  budgets  authorized  for 
the  years  1978  and  1979,  and  that  requested  for  1980  (see 
Appendix  II) . It  was  clear  that  the  sums  available  were  in- 
sufficient to  cover  the  programme  of  the  Commission  as  agreed 
at  Bangalore,  and  the  position  was  made  even  more  serious  by 
the  present  financial  stringency  under  which  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  was  working,  due  to  the  deterioration  in  exchange 
rates.  Serious  attention  would  need  to  be  given  to  the  ques- 
tion of  finance  and  the  responsibility  of  the  Commission  in 
regard  to  the  securing  of  funds,  if  the  programme  was  to  be 
maintained  and  the  cost  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commission 
assured  (for  the  resolution  of  the  Standing  Commission,  see 
below  p.  36) . 


H.  Nominations 


Some  members  of  the  Commission  had  resigned  and  needed  to  be 
replaced.  The  matter  would  be  considered  by  the  Nominations 
Committee  (see  below  p.  37f.). 


I.  Next  Meetings 


In  view  of  the  present  financial  situation, it  had  been  agreed 
by  Central  Committee  that  no  Commission  meetings  should  be 
held  during  1980.  However,  having  in  mind  the  need  to  press 
forward  without  too  much  delay  with  some  of  the  matters  on  its 
agenda,  the  Standing  Commission  might  wish  to  ask  for  a meeting 
in  1980  or  early  1981,  in  which  case  a firm  request  would  have 
to  be  made  to  the  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  September  1979. 
No  invitation  had  yet  been  received  for  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Standing  Commission.  For  the  1981  (or  early  1982)  meeting 
of  the  Plenary  Commission  either  Rio  de  Janeiro  or  Ireland 
had  been  suggested  as  possible  meeting  places. 

In  connexion  with  the  study  on  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men 
in  the  Church,  a major  consultation  had  been  planned  for  1980 
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but,  due  to  financial  problems,  it  had  to  be  postponed  to  1981. 
The  decision  had  been  taken  without  consulting  the  Director 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat.  The  implications  of  this 
postponement  both  for  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  for 
the  Study  Desk  would  need  to  be  discussed  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mission when  the  report  on  the  study  was  presented  at  a later 
session  (for  resolutions  of  the  Standing  Commission,  see 
below  p.  34f . ) . 


J.  Discussion  of  the  Report 


In  thanking  Dr  Vischer  and  his  colleagues  for  their  report,  the 
Moderator  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the  Standing  Commission 
for  the  way  in  which  they  had  carried  out  the  heavy  programme 
of  work  in  the  period  since  the  Bangalore  meeting.  He  then 
opened  the  meeting  for  discussion. 

Dr  CROW  felt  that  thought  should  be  given  to  the  issue  of 
reception.  Some  way  should  be  found  of  highlighting  the  reports 
and  recommendations  of  Faith  and  Order  in  such  a way  as  to  make 
clear  their  implications  more  explicitly  both  to  the  World  Coun- 
cil and  to  the  churches.  This  was  of  particular  importance  in 
the  case  of  the  consensus  documents.  The  nature  of  councils 
of  churches  and  their  ecclesiological  significance  should  also 
receive  attention.  Bishop  TUTU  suggested  that  the  fact  that 
the  Church  is  wider  than  the  West  had  not  been  clearly  recognized 
in  the  composition  of  the  Commission  and  the  assignment  of  tasks. 
He  thought  a stage  had  been  reached  in  regard  to  the  consensus 
documents  when  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  possibility 
of  issuing  a call  to  the  churches  to  take  the  next  steps  towards 
unity.  Metropolitan  BARTHOLOMEW  offered  an  invitation  to  the 
Standing  Commission  to  hold  its  next  meeting  in  Crete. 

Fr  TILLARD  suggested  that  one  of  the  points  to  be  settled  in 
connexion  with  the  revision  of  the  agreed  statements  was  to 
define  the  framework  for  reaching  unity  by  stages.  Ms  POWERS 
described  the  ways  in  which  the  Bangalore  statement  on  the 
Common  Account  of  Hope  had  been  dealt  with  in  the  United  States. 
Prof.  DESCHNER  underlined  the  importance  of  keeping  the  Execu- 
tive and  Central  Committees  fully  informed  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  programme,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  next 
Central  Committee  was  to  have  an  ecclesiological  theme.  He 
hoped  the  work  on  the  agreed  statements  would  be  confined  at 
this  stage  to  the  documents  on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry 
and  that  other  large  themes  would  not  be  brought  into  the 
discussion.  Dr  WEST  felt  it  necessary  to  exercise  rigorous 
discipline  in  relation  to  the  programme  before  the  Commission. 

We  had  a lot  of  "hares  running"  and  should  seek  to  fix  the 
highest  priorities.  We  should  also  make  sure  we  had  an  in- 
tegrated programme  geared  to  our  main  purpose  of  helping  the 
churches  to  reach  unity.  Fr  DUPREY,  speaking  as  a repre- 
sentative of  a non-member  church,  said  he  felt  there  was  a 
serious  imbalance  between  the  staffing  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Secretariat  and  the  other  units.  This  imbalance  might  be 
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corrected  if  the  Central  Committee  could  be  made  more  aware  of 
the  work  Faith  and  Order  was  doing.  Prof.  LOCHMAN  stressed  the 
importance  of  interpretation  and  communication.  This  was 
particularly  true  in  the  case  of  theological  students  who  needed 
to  be  persuaded  of  the  urgency  and  relevance  of  the  work  now 
being  done.  It  was  also  important  to  ensure  the  follow-up  of 
the  study  programme  in  concrete  situations  in  the  churches. 

Mr  CONWAY  felt  that  in  further  work  on  the  agreed  statements 
specific  reference  should  be  made  to  the  unity  of  humankind. 
Partners  in  Lifef  dealing  with  the  situation  of  the  disabled, 
represented  an  important  and  quite  unusual  contribution  to 
the  thinking  of  other  units  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
Referring  to  the  Prayer  Cycle,  Mr  Conway  said  that  in  Britain 
one  of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  encouraging  its  use  was 
the  question  of  the  self-identity  of  churches  which  felt  they 
could  not  use  it  since  it  did  not  fit  in  with  their  own  liturgy. 
Prof.  PANNENBERG  referred  to  an  unfavourable  criticism  of  the 
Bangalore  meeting  by  a German  Roman  Catholic  theologian;  he 
compared  the  Common  Account  with  the  statement  of  hope  issued  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  Synod  of  Wurzburg.  This  criticism  reflected 
the  perspective  of  an  outsider  who  had  not  participated  in  the 
process  of  formulating  the  text,  but  it  was  not  entirely  with- 
out significance.  Mr  ARIARAJAH  stressed  the  importance  of  the 
methodology  to  be  used  in  any  future  study  on  a common  con- 
fession of  faith.  The  method  used  in  relation  to  the  account 
of  hope  had  been  successful.  If  the  new  study  started  with  a 
discussion  of  the  f ilioque  controversy,  a larger  part  of  the 
churches  would  be  alienated.  It  would  be  necessary  to  obtain 
modern  affirmations  of  faith  and  ask  that  they  be  related  to 
the  historical  confessions,  and  also  to  discover  how  the 
traditional  credal  affirmations  related  to  the  faith  today. 

Dr  STAM  suggested  that  the  valuable  "accounts  of  hope"  which 
were  dispersed  in  so  many  places  in  different  languages  should 
be  selected  and  brought  together.  He  hoped  the  method  adopted 
in  the  hope  study  would  become  normative  procedure  for  future 
work.  Mrs  MAHONEY  felt  that  the  question  of  reception  was  of 
first  importance.  She  would  like  some  guidance  on  ways  in  which 
the  work  of  Faith  and  Order  might  be  interpreted  to  the  African 
churches.  It  was  her  experience  of  the  Congo  Christian  Council 
that  it  was  an  important  instrument  in  the  search  for  unity. 

Its  membership  included  such  bodies  as  the  Salvation  Army,  the 
Kimbanguist  Church  and  so  on.  It  was  her  fear  that  as  certain 
churches  moved  closer  to  consensus  on  the  sacraments,  others 
who  are  not  able  to  agree  might  feel  excluded.  Protopresbyter 
BOROVOI  pleaded  for  continuity  in  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order. 

We  should  insist  on  its  faithfulness  to  the  constitution  and 
not  permit  theological  problems  to  push  us  into  concentration 
on  humanistic  concerns.  Let  us  keep  the  common  concerns  of 
Christian  unity  and  the  unity  of  humankind  in  focus,  and  move 
towards  more  faithful  manifestation  of  communion  in  Christ, 
which  includes  unity  across  human  barriers.  Fr  TILLARD  thought 
that  we  should  try  to  clarify  our  objectives.  Was  the  aim  of 
Faith  and  Order  to  help  Christians  to  live  the  Gospel  or  was 
it  to  reconstruct  the  unity  of  the  Church?  We  should  redefine 
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the  precise  objectives  of  Faith  and  Order.  Prof.  PROHLE  said 
that  for  him  unity  in  faith  meant  following  of  Jesus  Christ. 

One  of  the  facts  that  must  constantly  be  borne  in  mind  was  that 
in  Eastern  and  Western  Europe  we  were  going  in  different  ways. 
As  Christians  we  had  a common  direction  in  following  Jesus 
Christ  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  out- 
side the  problems  of  the  world.  On  the  consensus  documents, 
he  questioned  whether  it  was  enough  to  seek  theological  for- 
mulations. A theological  consensus  must  have  a witnessing 
character.  Dr  MULLER-FAHRENHOLZ  said  that  several  speakers 
seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  too  many  things  were  being 
attempted  at  the  same  time.  He  would  argue  that  over  the 
last  years  we  had  been  operating  on  a coherent  and  integrated 
pattern. 


K.  Study  on  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church 


Dr  Constance  PARVEY  presented  a report  on  the  work  of  the  Study 
Desk  during  1978,  together  with  a financial  report  and  pre- 
liminary proposals  for  the  projected  international  consultation 
originally  planned  for  August  1980  (see  Appendix  III)  . The 
main  concern  before  the  Standing  Commission  was  the  serious 
position  created  by  the  lack  of  financial  provision  to  cover 
the  cost  of  a consultation  in  1980,  and  the  further  complications 
which  had  been  caused  by  the  postponement  of  the  meeting  to 
1981. 

The  Moderator  called  for  discussion  of  Ms  Parvey's  report. 

Dr  CROW  felt  that  special  efforts  should  be  made  to  cover  the 
cost  of  a postponed  consultation  and  an  extension  of  the  term 
of  service  of  Ms  Parvey.  To  abandon  the  project  now  would 
have  disastrous  consequences.  Protopresbyter  BOROVOI  suggested 
that  there  were  other  reasons  than  finance  for  recommending 
a postponement.  The  delay  would  provide  time  in  which  it  might 
be  possible  to  arrange  for  representation  from  areas  where 
the  participation  of  women  in  such  meetings  was  not  an  easy  matter. 
Dr  VISCHER,  in  reply  to  a question  from  Prof.  DESCHNER,  said 
that  plans  for  the  study  had  been  developed  during  the  pre- 
parations for  the  Nairobi  Assembly.  It  was  sponsored  jointly 
by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  the  Sub-unit  on  Women. 

For  various  reasons  it  had  been  decided  to  locate  the  study 
administratively  in  Faith  and  Order  rather  than  in  the  Sub-unit 
on  Women.  The  setting  up  of  a desk  had  been  agreed  on  the 
basis  that  the  budget  for  a three-year  period  was  assured.  The 
fund-raising  was  the  responsibility  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches;  the  question  was  whether  the  additional  finance  required 
for  the  international  consultation  and  the  prolongation  of  the 
programme  by  one  year  could  be  secured  and  if  so  how.  (For  the 
actions  of  the  Standing  Commission,  see  below  p.  34f.) 
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L.  Meeting  of  Latin  American  Members  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission 


Dr  Nelson  KIRST  reported  on  a meeting  of  the  Latin  American 
members  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  which  had  taken  place 
in  Buenos  Aires  from  July  5 to  6,  1979,  at  which  Dr  Vischer 
had  been  present.  (For  full  text  of  the  report,  see  Appendix 
IV.)  The  main  issue  on  which  action  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mission was  requested  was  a proposal  that  a consultation  be  held 
in  July  1980,  sponsored  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission,  with 
the  following  aims: 

a)  to  study  the  theme  of  Christian  unity  in  Latin  America 

b)  to  offer  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  documentation 
for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commission  with  a view  to 
ensuring  that  the  Latin  American  members  are  well 
prepared  for  the  meeting 

c)  to  secure  a significant  representation  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  Latin  America  and  of  other  ecclesi- 
astical groups,  especially  the  Pentecostals . 

It  had  been  agreed  that  the  Latin  American  representatives 
of  Faith  and  Order  should  make  a serious  effort  to  make  known 
the  work  of  Faith  and  Order  among  the  churches  and  encourage 
their  active  participation  in  the  work  of  the  Commission. 

An  important  consideration  in  this  regard  was  the  availability 
of  printed  material  in  Spanish  and  it  was  proposed  that  Faith 
and  Order  should  provide  relevant  texts  and  translations.  It 
was  hoped  that  the  Standing  Commission  would  agree  to  consider 
the  possibility  of  holding  its  next  meeting  in  Latin  America 
and  in  conjunction  with  that  meeting  arrange  visits  to  other 
Latin  American  countries.  If  the  recommendations  put  forward 
in  the  report  were  accepted  by  the  Standing  Commission,  they 
would  ensure  fully  realistic  participation  in  the  Commission, 
and  particularly  greater  participation  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Latin  America. 
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III.  PREPARING  FOR  A NEW  DISCUSSION  ON  THE  MEANING 
OF  THE  UNITY  OF  THE  CHURCH 


Dr  VISCHER  introduced  the  discussion  by  briefly  restating 
the  reasons  which  made  it  imperative  for  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  to  prepare  for  a discussion  on  the  unity  of  the 
Church  on  the  widest  possible  basis  (see  above,  Report  of  the 
Secretariat,  p.  7 ) . He  said  that,  in  the  course  of  the  past 
year,  the  staff  had  engaged  in  extended  discussions  and  pre- 
pared a preliminary  paper  entitled  "One  in  Faith  and  Witness" 

(see  Appendix  V) . He  underlined  that  the  document  should  not 
be  regarded  as  a finished  text  but  rather  as  a collection  of 
material  to  stimulate  discussion  in  the  Standing  Commission. 

The  document  consisted  of  three  parts;  the  introductory  part 
was  meant  to  provide  the  framework  for  a paper  on  the  unity  of 
the  Church;  the  two  appendices  dealt  with  particular  aspects 
of  the  theme.  Speaking  on  the  introductory  statement,  he  under- 
lined the  need  for  summarizing  the  debate  on  the  concept  "con- 
ciliar fellowship"  and  for  showing  its  relevance  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  ecumenical  movement.  He  then  invited  Dr  SONG  and 
Dr  MULLER-FAHRENHOLZ  to  introduce  the  two  appendices  (1)  the 
Unity  of  the  Church  and  the  Unity  of  Humankind;  (2)  reflections 
on  the  present  state  of  the  debate  on  the  unity  of  humankind  in 
the  ecumenical  movement. 

In  the  discussion  following  these  presentations,  Prof.  PANNENBERG 
said  that  only  to  the  degree  of  the  spiritual  credibility  of 
the  churches  could  they  contribute  to  the  general  problems  of 
humankind.  The  unity  of  the  Church  was  a primary  factor  in 
relation  to  the  unity  of  humankind.  Fr  TILLARD  said  he  lived  in 
a country  in  which  many  divisions  existed  and  where  there  was  a 
new  affirmation  of  confessional  identities.  He  pressed  for  a 
definition  of  the  criteria  which  would  enable  us  to  see  more 
clearly  where  the  main  factors  of  division  existed.  The  fact 
that  we  had  found  it  possible  to  build  up  a consensus  on 
baptism  and  eucharist  demonstrated  that  there  was  a unity  under- 
lying our  divisions.  What  is  it  then  that  divides  us?  Prof. 
ASHEIM  asked  for  reflection  on  the  language  used  in  the  docu- 
ments, noting  the  varieties  between  the  terminology  of  New  Delhi, 
Uppsala  and  Nairobi.  Faith  and  Order  should  not  attempt  to  be 
all-embracing  but  should  endeavour  to  get  some  small,  precise 
and  exact  pieces  of  work  completed.  Bishop  TUTU  expressed 
gratitude  for  the  reports  and  their  implications  for  the  study 
of  human  needs  and  the  unity  of  humankind.  Questions  of  in- 
justice, oppression  and  poverty  were  closely  allied  to  eccle- 
siological  differences.  He  asked  for  an  examination  of  the 
methodology  of  Faith  and  Order  and  stressed  his  feeling  that  the 
time  had  come  when  the  churches  should  be  urged  to  act  on  the 
agreements  so  far  reached  and  to  move  forward.  Prof.  WILMORE 
agreed  that  the  injustices  and  sufferings  of  humankind  were 
intimately  connected  with  the  disunity  of  the  churches.  He 
gave  an  example  of  social  barriers  between  black  and  white 
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Christians  which  were  preventing  the  union  of  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Presbyterian  Churches.  Mr  CONWAY  went  on  from  what 
Prof.  Wilmore  had  said  to  underline  that  it  was  necessary  to 
start  from  the  churches  where  they  are.  Many  theological 
questions  needed  to  be  dealt  with  apart  from  those  of  baptism, 
eucharist  and  ministry  but  which  were  of  equal  importance  for 
the  healing  of  the  churches.  He  missed  in  the  first  part  of  the 
paper  an  emphasis  on  worship  and  prayer.  In  his  opinion  it 
was  the  willingness  to  pray  together  which  opened  the  way  for- 
ward. Prof.  LOCHMAN,  referring  to  a remark  in  the  first 
appendix,  said  that  the  existence  of  the  word  "and" 
in  the  title  "The  Unity  of  the  Church  and  the  Unity  of  Human- 
kind" need  not  be  understood  as  a polarising  factor.  The  "and" 
distinguished  two  levels  and  at  the  same  time  related  them  to 
one  another.  The  concern  for  church  unity  was  clearly  related 
to  the  general  human  problem.  We  must  not  simply  abandon  the 
search  for  doctrinal  unity  but  must  keep  the  dimension  of  unity 
of  humankind  also  within  our  purview.  Mr  ARIARAJAH  emphasized 
the  need  for  stressing  the  human  dimension  as  part  of  the 
issue  of  unity.  If  we  ironed  out  all  doctrinal  differences  but 
were  divided  along  human  lines,  we  were  no  nearer  unity.  The 
two  issues  could  not  be  separated.  He  then  spoke  on  "reception". 
If  the  document  were  to  be  a basis  for  a presentation  to  the 
Assembly  and  a guideline  for  future  work,  he  felt  it  essential 
that  the  question  of  reception  should  be  dealt  with  in  a separate 
chapter.  This  was  a matter  of  major  importance  if  the  work  of 
Faith  and  Order  was  to  bear  fruit  in  the  churches.  He  finally 
suggested  we  should  work  towards  a common  expression  of  our 
apostolic  faith  so  that  we  might  be  able  to  confess  together  our 
faith  today.  Protopresbyter  BOROVOI  suggested  that  in  di- 
versifying the  search  for  unity  there  was  danger  that  we  might 
lose  sight  of  the  primary  aim  of  the  Faith  and  Order  movement, 
which  was  to  call  the  churches  to  unity  expressed  in  the  one 
eucharistic  fellowship.  Prof.  PROHLE  considered  that  the  task 
of  Faith  and  Order  was  to  take  into  account  all  the  theological 
issues  involved  in  the  unity  of  humankind.  This  should  be  the 
link  with  the  other  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  and  would  make  for  the  concentration  of  unity  in  human 
life.  In  speaking  of  the  unity  of  humankind,  the  impact  of 
Marxism  was  a factor  which  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Dr  KUHN  said  that  the  first  requirement  was  for  churches  to 
abandon  their  tendency  to  understand  themselves  as  the  exclusive 
representatives  of  the  one  Church.  One  of  the  theological  tasks 
of  the  ecumenical  movement  was  to  evaluate  the  newer  traditions 
as  expressions  of  the  one  tradition  of  the  Church.  The  unity 
of  the  Church  did  not  necessarily  exclude  the  retention  of 
different  traditions  and  identities.  Dr  HOUTEPEN  referred  to 
the  concept  of  koinonia  worked  out  at  the  Bangalore  meeting. 

It  should  receive  more  attention  in  the  document.  He  agreed  that 
it  was  helpful  to  develop  a common  agenda  for  the  search  for 
unity  by  spelling  out  requirements  for  conciliar  fellowship  but 
we  should  bear  in  mind  that  these  requirements  could  not  be  placed 
on  the  same  level.  Confessing  the  one  faith  could  not  be  put 
side  by  side  with  common  ways  of  decision-making.  One  baptism 
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and  sharing  in  one  eucharist  were  on  a different  level  from 
recognizing  one  another's  ministries.  As  a fourth  require- 
ment he  would  like  to  see  added  discipline  of  life  in  the  sense 
of  discipleship;  this  was  one  of  the  marks  of  communion. 

Frof.  DESCHNER  supported  the  suggestion  that  Faith  and  Order 
should  attempt  to  collaborate  with  other  units  of  the  World 
Council  to  foster  a deeper  understanding  of  the  ecclesiological 
thinking  that  is  to  go  into  the  preparations  for  the  next 
Assembly.  Prof.  PANNENBERG  felt  that  greater  emphasis  should 
be  placed  on  koinonia . If  we  could  not  share  our  ordinary 
bread  we  could  not  share  the  eucharistic  bread.  In  order  to 
deal  adequately  with  this  legitimate  concern,  the  document 
should  expound  the  whole  richness  of  the  eucharist  in  Paul's 
language.  The  introductory  paper  should  be  cast  in  different 
terms  and  the  description  of  conciliar  fellowship  included  as 
but  one  aspect  of  the  more  comprehensive  and  richer  language 
of  koinonia . The  chr istological , ecclesiological  elements 
were  included  in  the  one  biblical  word  koinonia.  By  using  the 
term  the  documents  would  deal  with  the  unity  of  the  Church  and 
the  unity  of  humankind  at  the  same  time.  Christ  is  the  new 
Adam;  we  share  in  that  eschatological  reality  as  we  have  koinonia . 
Dr  CROW  said  that  in  the  discussion  of  unity  it  was  necessary 
also  to  be  clear  about  the  meaning  of  disunity  and  diversity. 

His  deepest  feeling  was  that  the  brokenness  of  unity  was  not 
just  a development  of  sociology  or  politics  but  a deep  distortion 
of  the  meaning  of  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry.  Fr  HOPKO 
said  that  one  of  the  major  developments  of  the  past  years  had 
been  that  we  had  tried  to  say  what  we  were  able  to  say  together. 
The  voice  of  people  from  the  third  world  was  forcing  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  to  state  what  Christians  think  and  believe 
today,  not  simply  speaking  in  terms  of  the  past.  One  of  the 
decisions  to  be  made  now  was  to  be  as  clear  as  possible  about 
what  we  were  going  to  say  to  the  next  Assembly  on  (a)  conciliar 
fellowship;  (b)  the  consensus  statements;  (c)  the  common 
confession  of  faith;  and  (d)  the  relationship  between  the  unity 
of  the  Church  and  the  unity  of  humankind.  Major  attention 
should  be  focussed  on  the  area  of  reception.  If  the  consensus 
statements  were  agreed  by  different  confessions,  the  churches 
should  be  urged  to  put  them  into  practice.  Dr  WEST  urged  that 
whatever  changes  might  be  made  to  the  paper,  we  should  not  lose 
the  emphasis  on  faith  and  witness.  Prof.  OGAWA  drew  attention 
to  the  severe  tensions  and  conflicts  existing  between  countries 
in  Asia  where  the  diversities  which  existed  brought  serious 
problems.  He  hoped  that  illustration  of  these  differences  might 
help  towards  an  understanding  of  the  difference  between  the 
churches . 

Dr  VISCHER,  in  expressing  appreciation  of  the  comments  made 
during  the  discussion,  said  that  many  of  the  points  raised 
would  be  carried  further  in  the  group  discussions.  The  points 
about  koinonia  and  reception  had  been  noted.  On  the  question 
of  diversity,  the  difficulty  was  that  of  distinguishing  between 
a legitimate  sense  of  diversity  and  diversity  which  called  into 
question  the  revelation  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  communion  which 
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he  has  brought  into  existence.  We  had  for  a long  time  been 
blessing  diversities  which  in  fact  deny  the  unity  of  the 
Body  of  Christ  and  there  was  acute  danger  of  continuing  in  the 
same  way.  Dr  POTTER  said  the  discussion  justified  the  major 
programme  emphasis  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  on  the 
unity  of  the  Church  in  its  relation  to  the  community  of  human- 
kind and  the  request  that  this  should  have  a much  greater  part 
in  the  life  and  thinking  of  the  whole  Council. 

The  Moderator,  in  closing  the  discussion,  said  he  looked  forward 
to  the  possibility  of  a cross-unit  consultation  on  the  ecclesio- 
logical  significance  of  the  issues  involved  in  the  discussion, 
and  expressed  appreciation  of  the  presence  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Central  Committee  in  the  session  at  which  these  issues 
were  discussed. 

The  Standing  Commission  decided  that: 

(a)  work  on  the  document  "One  in  Faith  and  Witness"  should  be 
pursued  in  preparation  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Commission; 

(b)  a request  should  be  made  to  the  World  Council  Executive 
Committee  to  authorize,  in  preparation  of  the  next  Assembly, 
a consultation  on  the  unity  of  the  Church  which  would  bring 
together  representatives  of  different  World  Council  sub- 
units . 
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IV.  REVISION  OF  THE  AGREED  STATEMENTS  "ONE  BAPTISM,  ONE  EUCHARIST 
AND  A MUTUALLY  RECOGNIZED  MINISTRY" 


Dr  VISCHER  recalled  briefly  the  various  stages  of  the  process 
since  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Nairobi.  The  Commission  had  now  the  task  of  elaborating  a 
revised  version  of  the  statements  in  preparation  for  the  next 
Assembly.  At  the  present  meeting,  the  Standing  Commission  had 
four  tasks: 

a)  to  establish  a detailed  plan  (schedule,  special  meetings, 
publications,  etc.)  for  achieving  the  revision  in  time 
for  the  Assembly 

b)  to  determine  the  general  framework  and  content  of  the 
revised  version 

c)  to  review  the  revised  texts  on  baptism  and  eucharist 

d)  to  propose  an  outline  for  the  revised  text  on  the  ministry. 

He  then  summarized  the  work  done  since  the  meeting  in  Bangalore 
last  year.  A small  Steering  Group  had  been  formed  to  work  on 
the  revision.  It  had  met  twice  in  the  course  of  the  last  year.  At 
its  first  meeting  in  November  1978,  it  discussed  the  way  in  which 
the  revision  could  be  achieved;  it  agreed  on  a number  of  proposals 
and  decided  to  submit  them  for  approval  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mission (see  Appendix  VI,  pp.  77f ) . The  Steering  Group  discussed 
in  particular  the  question  whether  the  revised  version  should  be 
enlarged;  it  came  to  propose  that  the  preface  should  be  much 
more  substantial  and  include  thorough  reflection  on  the  meaning 
of  consensus;  that  sections  should  be  added  on  the  one  apostolic 
faith  and  on  the  meaning  of  sacraments  and  that  the  text  should 
be  concluded  by  a section  dealing  with  the  issue  of  authority 
and  reception. 

At  its  second  meeting  in  May  1979,  the  Steering  Group  concentrated 
on  the  task  of  revising  the  two  texts  on  baptism  and  the  eucharist 
First  drafts  were  now  ready  and  had  been  sent  in  advance  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Standing  Commission.  Work  on  the  statement  on  the 
ministry  was  not  yet  as  far  advanced. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  months,  several  consultations 
had  been  held  on  special  aspects  of  the  revision  process: 

a)  Consultation  with  Baptists,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  March  23- 
April  1,  1979  (report  and  documents  to  be  published  as  Faith 
and  Order  Paper  no.  97)  . 

b)  Consultation  with  representatives  of  Eastern  Orthodox  Churches 
Chambesy,  Switzerland,  May  29-June  2,  1979  (for  report  see 
Appendix  VII ) . 

c)  Second  Forum  on  Bilateral  Conversations,  Geneva,  June  5-9, 

1979  (published  as  Faith  and  Order  Paper  no.  96) ; 

d)  Study  consultation  on  episcope  and  episcopate  organized 

by  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  in  Geneva,  August  12-16,  1979. 
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Finally,  Dr  Vischer  drew  the  attention  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mission to  the  plans  for  additional  supporting  publications. 

Prof.  DESCHNER  urged  that  the  introductory  section  to  the  state- 
ments should  be  as  brief  as  possible  and  that  the  main  focus 
should  be  upon  the  three  chapters  on  baptism,  eucharist  and 
ministry.  Prof.  ASHEIM  thought  the  impression  should  not  be 
given  that  we  were  trying  to  go  on  from  the  confession  of  a 
common  hope  to  a confession  of  a common  faith  through  the 
consensus  documents.  It  was  important  to  keep  the  style  and 
form  of  the  documents  similar  to  the  earlier  drafts  so  that 
the  churches  would  understand  that  they  had  the  same  issues  be- 
fore them.  At  the  same  time,  it  should  be  clearly  recognized 
that  the  three  documents  differed  and  there  could  not  there- 
fore be  entire  similarity  in  the  form  of  all  three.  He  sug- 
gested that  the  statements  should  be  more  clearly  based  on 
biblical  texts,  as  was  already  the  case  with  the  baptism  docu- 
ment. Such  texts  were  common  to  all  the  churches.  Fr  TILLARD 
felt  that  it  would  take  a long  time  to  reach  consensus  on  the 
apostolic  faith  and  it  would  be  better  to  concentrate  on  the 
three  statements.  But  it  was  important  to  indicate  clearly 
the  urgent  need  for  reaching  a consensus  on  the  apostolic  faith 
we  share.  Prof.'  PANNENBERG  thought  that,  while  a consensus  on 
the  apostolic  faith  could  not  be  incorporated  in  the  present 
document,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  importance  of  this  in 
the  life  of  the  churches. 
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V.  APPOINTMENT  OF  GROUPS 


After  these  presentations  and  preliminary  plenary  discussions, 
the  Standing  Commission  decided  to  divide  into  four  groups. 

The  first  three  were  to  deal  with  various  aspects  of  the 
revision  of  the  agreed  statements;  the  fourth  with  other  mat- 
ters arising  from  the  report  of  the  Secretariat. 


Group  I 


Group  II 


Group  III 


Group  IV 


- Moderator:  Father  Jean  Tillard 

Plans  and  schedule  for  the  process  of 
revision;  framework  of  consensus  texts* 
common  confession  of  faith;  section  on 
sacraments;  section  on  reception;  report 
on  the  "filioque  clause" 

- Moderator:  Prof.  Jan  Milic  Lochman 

Review  of  the  first  drafts  on  baptism  and 
eucharist 

- Moderator:  Ms  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 

Development  of  outline  of  statement  on 
ministry 

- Moderator:  Dr  Paul  Crow 

1)  Study  on  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men 
in  the  Church 

2)  Proposals  from  Latin  American  Commission 
members 

3)  Use  and  promotion  of  the  Ecumenical  Prayer 
Cycle 

4)  Financial  situation  of  the  Commission 

5)  Dates  and  place  of  future  meetings 


The  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  on  August  22  and  the  morn- 
ing session  of  August  23  were  devoted  to  group  discussion  and 
the  preparation  of  reports  for  presentation  to  the  plenary 
session . 
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VI.  RESOLUTIONS,  RECOMMENDATIONS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 


OF  THE  STANDING  COMMISSION 


A.  Revision  of  the  Agreed  Statements 


When  the  groups  had  completed  their  work,  the  Standing  Commis- 
sion re-convened  in  plenary  session;  it  turned  its  attention 
first  to  the  organisational  aspects  of  the  revision  process 
and  adopted  in  this  regard  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  The  Standing  Commission  expresses  deep  appreciation  for  the 
work  so  far  achieved  by  the  Steering  Group  on  the  revision  of 
of  the  agreed  statements. 

2.  The  Standing  Commission  invites  the  Steering  Group  to  con- 
tinue its  work  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Commission;  the  Group  should  in  any  case  include  those 
who  have  participated  in  its  work  in  the  past  year,  i.e. 
Protopresbyter  Vitali  Borovoi,  Prof.  Nils  Ehrenstrom, 
Metropolitan  Emilianos,  Dr  Anton  Houtepen,  Dr  L. A.  Hoede- 
maker,  Frdre  Max  Thurian,  Dr  Geoffrey  Wainwright,  the 
staff  of  the  Secretariat.  It  was  noted  that  Fr  Richard 
Stewart  may  no  longer  be  available  to  serve  on  the  Group, 
and  Fr  Duprey  was  asked  to  propose  a replacement.  The 
Standing  Commission  feels  that  the  Steering  Group  should 

be  enlarged  to  become  more  representative,  in  particular, 
third  world  representatives  and  women  theologians  should 
be  drawn  into  the  work.  The  Standing  Commission  recom- 
mends that  the  Steering  Group,  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  agenda,  co-opt  additional  consultants. 

3.  The  Standing  Commission  expresses  the  hope  that  the 
Steering  Group  would  succeed  in  elaborating  a complete 
draft  of  the  agreed  statements  before  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Standing  Commission.  If  possible  the  draft  should  be 
shared  with  all  members  of  the  plenary  Commission  before  the 
Standing  Commission  meets.  In  order  to  gain  more  time 

for  the  process,  the  Standing  Commission  recommends  that  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  be  postponed 
(originally  scheduled  for  summer  1980)  and  take  place  in 
January  1981;  accordingly,  the  next  meeting  of  the  plenary 
Commission  should  be  scheduled  for  January  1982  (instead  of 
summer  1981) . 

4.  The  Standing  Commission  remits  to  the  Steering  Group  the 
reports  of  Groups  I,  II  and  III  who  have  dealt  with  various 
aspects  of  the  revision  process;  they  should  serve  as 
guidance  for  its  work. 
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5.  The  Standing  Commission  gives  general  approval  to  the  plans 

outlined  in  the  staff  report  to  the  Taize  meeting  (see  above 
pp.  21-22  and  Appendix  VI) . It  encourages  the  staff 

to  prepare  the  proposed  publications,  though  of  course 
the  limited  resources  of  money  and  staff  time  need  to  be 
borne  in  mind.  In  particular  it  welcomes  the  following 
publications : 

- The  Mutual  Recognition  of  Baptism  (Nils  Ehrenstrom) , 

an  explanatory  volume  on  the  revised  statements 

- A documentary  volume  containing  all  agreements  of 

bilateral  conversations  (Harding  Meyer) 

- A volume  presenting  liturgical  material  on  the 

eucharist  (Geoffrey  Wainwright) 

- A volume  presenting  all  Faith  and  Order  material  on 

the  authority  of  Scripture  (Ellen  Flesseman-van  Leer) 

- A volume  on  mixed  marriages  (Rene  Beaupere) 

The  Standing  Commission  wishes  to  express  its  gratitude 
to  the  authors  for  their  contribution  to  the  process  of 
revising  the  agreed  statements. 

6.  The  Standing  Commission  welcomes: 

a)  the  proposed  collaborative  effort  between  Faith  and 
Order  and  the  £ub-unit  on  Education  to  prepare  a booklet 
on  the  catechetical  implications  of  the  agreed  statements 

b)  the  plan  of  Dr  Muller-Fahrenholz  to  organize  an  inter- 
national consultation  on  children's  communion  (at  Bad  Segeberg, 
FRG)  , and  to  make  available  the  report  of  that  meeting  to 

the  Faith  and  Order  Commission. 

7.  The  Standing  Commission  welcomes  the  report  on  the  filioque 
clause  in  the  Nicene  Creed  and  expresses  its  gratitude  to 
the  group  of  theologians  for  their  initiative  and  careful 
work.  It  regards  the  report  as  a contribution  to  the 
future  work  on  the  common  confession  of  faith  and  suggests 
that  it  be  taken  into  account  when  the  study  will  be 
launched.  It  recommends  that  the  report  be  published  in 
the  series  of  Faith  and  Order  papers  and  shared  with  the 
churches  "for  study  and  appropriate  action". 

8.  Tentative  time  schedule.  In  the  light  of  the  preceding 
resolutions  and  considerations,  the  Standing  Commission 
proposes  the  following  schedule  for  the  work  in  the  period 
ahead: 

Winter  1979/1980  Steering  Group  meeting  to  complete 
revision  of  texts  on  baptism  and 
eucharist  and  to  produce  first  draft  on 
ministry  and  additional  material 
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April  13-20,  1980  Consultation  on  children's  communion, 
Bad  Segeberg 

May/June  1980  Consultation  on  ministry  text  (taking 

place  of  second  meeting  on  episcope 
suggested  at  Bangalore) 


July  1980  Meeting  of  Latin  American  members  of  the 

Faith  and  Order  Commission  in  Sao  Paulo 
to  discuss  the  unity  of  the  Church  and 
the  agreed  statements  on  baptism  and 
the  eucharist 


July-October  1980 


Sharing  the  full  revised  texts  with 
the  members  of  the  plenary  Commission 
and  asking  for  responses  by  October  15, 


1980 


November  1980  Steering  Group  meeting  to  incorporate 

the  responses  of  the  plenary  Commission 
members 


January  1981 


January  1982 


Standing  Commission  meeting  - to  finalize 
revision  for  submission  to  the  plenary 
Commission  and  to  propose  agenda  for 
the  plenary  Commission  meeting 

Plenary  Commission  meeting.  The  Steer- 
ing Group  will  need  to  meet  immediately 
after  the  plenary  Commission  to  complete 
the  text.  It  will  then  be  sent  to  the 
churches.  The  Assembly  will  be  invited 
to  pronounce  itself  on  the  implications 
of  the  consensus  process  for  the  search 
for  unity. 


Notes:  The  schedule  does  not  yet  include  consultations  which 

might  be  required  to  launch  studies  on  confession  of  faith,  the 
nature  of  unity  (in  preparation  for  the  Assembly),  etc. 

It  should  be  noted  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  hold  another 
meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  between  January  1982  and 
the  Assembly.  Such  a meeting  should,  if  possible,  be  related 
to  the  dates  of  the  1982  Central  Committee. 


In  fixing  the  date  for  the  January  1982  plenary  Commission 
meeting,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  avoid  an  overlap  with  the 
date  of  the  Christmas  celebrations  of  the  Orthodox  churches. 
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B. 


Reports  of  Groups  I,  II  and  III 


1 . Framework  for  revised  agreed  statements  on  baptism, 

eucharist  and  ministry  and  reflections  on  future  study 

on  a common  confession  of  faith  (Group  I) 


a.  The  group  agreed  that  the  project  involving  the  three 
texts  must  be  seen  as  one  major  project  of  Faith  and  Order  in 
the  years  leading  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches ' Sixth 
Assembly,  but  not  so  as  to  absorb  into  it  all  the  elements 

of  Faith  and  Order  work.  This  means  that  a clear  distinction 
must  be  drawn  between  the  three  texts  and  the  material  which 
should  accompany  them  in  the  same  booklet. 

b.  The  Table  of  Content  of  the  booklet  should  therefore  be: 

- introduction  (see  below  c) 

- three  texts  (as  revised  and  agreed  by  the  plenary 

Commission) 

- "to  the  churches",  commenting  on  the  request  made 

with  these  texts  (see  below  d) 

- note  : addressed  to  those  churches  which  do  not  practise 

distinct  sacraments  as  such  (see  below  e) 

This  booklet  should  be  published  in  an  attractive,  easy-to- 
read  format,  and  with  plenty  of  illustrations,  even  better 
selected  than  those  in  FO  73.  The  World  Council  of  Churches 
should  ask  all  those  publishing  it  in  other  languages  to  do 
their  utmost  to  respect  both  these  points  (format  and  illustra- 
tions) . 

c.  Introduction:  This  should  be  relatively  brief,  describing 

appropriately 

( i)  the_historical_background  - in  the  World  Council 

of  Churches,  with  its  commitment  to  unity,  spelled  out 
in  the  Nairobi  formulation  of  the  aim  ("visible  unity  in 
one  faith  and  one  eucharistic  fellowship") 

in  Faith  and  Order,  over 
fifty  years'work  on  these  themes 

(ii)  the_reasons_for_singling_out  baptism,  eucharist  and 
ministry : 

- because  these  three  elements  in  the  life  of  the 
Church  are  essential  for  the  structure  of  communion 

- because  these  have  been  topics  of  deep  division 
between  many  churches 

- because  through  mutual  listening  and  return  to  the 
sources  Faith  and  Order  now  believes  it  is  possible 
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to  express  the  common  tradition  in  a consensus 
statement.  By  this  term  (discussed  below)  we  point 
to  a very  significant  degree  of  agreement  among  the 
churches . 

(iii)  the_intention : to  help  the  churches  to  grasp  the 
ecumenical  kairos  and  to  bring  to  bear  the  healing 
power  of  growing  communion  with  respect  to  these 
three  elements;  specifically,  to  prepare  for  the 
Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  to  agree  that  these 
texts  are  a sufficient  reflection  of  the  common  aposto- 
lic tradition  that  it  can  invite  the  churches  to  con- 
sider the  implications  of  these  texts  for  their  life, 
their  renewal  and  their  witness. 

The  Three  Texts  and  Commentary 

d.  "to  the  churches"  : This  chapter  should  not  be  too  long  but 
must  be  full  enough  to  show  that  the  Commission  has  carefully 
considered  the  questions  raised  by  some  churches.  In  all 
perhaps  10-15  pages.  It  should  be  written  eventually  as  a whole 
with  clear  interrelation  of  the  parts.  Its  successive  sections 
should  answer  these  questions: 

(i)  What  do  we  understand  by  "consensus"? 

The  group  was  not  aware  of  major  disagreements  or 
difficulties  on  this  question.  It  asked  for  the 
existing  texts  (i.e.  FO  84,  pp.  4-5,  and  pages  2-6 
of  the  report  from  the  Second  Forum  on  Bilateral 
Conversations)  to  be  carefully  conflated. 

(ii)  What  is  the  relation  of  these  texts  to  the  requirements 
for  visible  unity  of  agreement  in  the  apostolic  faith? 
Here  the  group  felt  we  must  plainly  acknowledge  that 
agreement  on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry  cannot  yet 
be  taken  as  agreement  on  all  questions  of  faith.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  presupposes  a high  degree  of  con- 
vergence towards  a comprehensive  agreement,  since 
all  three  matters  are  so  central  in  the  life  of  the 
churches,  and  will  itself  greatly  further  a compre- 
hensive mutual  acceptance  in  faith  as  these  texts  are 
lived  out  in  the  churches.  The  World  Council  of 
Churches  cannot,  constitutionally,  agree  for  the 
churches;  each  church  must  find  its  own  way  of  being 
reconciled  with  other  churches.  But  we  see  these 
texts  as  anticipating  and  serving  the  wider  and  more 
living  unity  in  faith. 

Moreover,  we  are  during  these  same  years  pursuing  an- 
other major  study  in  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
specifically  geared  to  clarifying  the  nature  of  agree- 
ment in  the  one  apostolic  faith  and  the  conditions 
for  reaching  and  expressing  it. 

(iii)  What  do  we  understand  by  "sacraments"  and  their  place 
in  the  life  of  the  Church? 
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The  group  sees  this  as  a relatively  short  and,  if 
possible,  non-con tr over sial  section.  It  should 
start  from  the  nature  of  the  risen  Christ.  It  should 
refer  to  the  special  note  (see  below  e)  and  discuss 
the  relation  of  this  understanding  of  sacraments  to 
what  is  said  in  our  text  about  baptism,  eucharist 
and  - in  a somewhat  different  way  - ministry. 

(iv)  How  do  these  itexts  help  us  with  the  contemporary 
challenges  and  dilemmas  of  the  churches? 

Here  the  group  hoped  for  a page  or  two  which,  without 
being  exhaustive,  would  point  to  the  significance  of 
these  texts  for  various  concerns  of  mission:  culture, 
dialogue,  racism,  justice,  etc.,  which  are  sometimes 
seen  as  quite  separate  from  the  concern  for  unity 
in  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry.  This  would  be  de- 
signed not  least  to  help  those  churches  which  have  no 
historical/traditional  difficulties  with  other  churches 
over  these  three  areas  of  doctrine  but  have  difficulties 
over  these  other  points . 

(v)  How  does  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  expect  these 
texts  to  be  received  by  the  churches? 

The  group  felt  that  we  need  to  point  along  two 
perspectives  here: 

- in  preparation  for  the  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  Here  we  ask  the  churches  both 
to  enable  the  widest  possible  involvement  of  their 
members,  lay  and  clerical,  in  the  process  of  re- 
ceiving these  texts,  and  to  prepare  for  response 
and  action  at  an  authoritative  level.  Only  if  both 
conditions  are  met  will  members  of  the  Assembly  feel 
able  to  express  a common  mind.  The  leading  question 
must  be  quite  clear:  e.g.  "Does  your  church  find 
these  texts  a sufficient  reflection  of  the  common 
apostolic  tradition  to  be  used  as  a continuing  point 
of  reference  in  its  life  and  witness?"  Churches 
should  also  be  encouraged  to  share  their  study  across 
confessional  and  national/cultural  boundaries  wher- 
ever possible. 

- in  the  continuing  life  of  the  churches.  Here  we 
should  try  to  suggest  to  the  churches  a number  of 
ways  in  which  they  could  use  these  texts  - some 

of  them  filled  out  in  the  supporting  booklets,  e.g.: 

- in  the  renewal  of  liturgy 

- in  deepening  spirituality 

- in  guarding  against  distortions,  both 

those  known  in  the  past,  and  those 

which  may  arise  today 

- in  the  articulation  and  teaching  of 

the  churches'  own  doctrine 

- in  the  movement  into  unity,  locally, 

nationally,  and  worldwide. 


29 


e.  Note  addressed  to  the  churches  not  practising  distinct 
sacraments.  This  should  be  written,  if  possible,  on  the  basis 
of  a special  consultation  with  Friends,  Salvation  Army  and 
one  or  two  Pentecostal/African  Independent  Churches  who  do 
not  practise  the  sacraments  in  the  traditional  way.  Its  con- 
tent cannot  be  specified  beforehand,  but  the  group  presumed 
it  would  cover: 

- the  historical  question,  why  the  churches  have  not 

incorporated  sacraments; 

- the  New  Testament  question,  how  we  can  jointly  understand 

Jesus'  commands  to  the  disciples; 

- the  question  of  fellowship,  to  what  extent  an  action  by 

the  World  Council  of  Churches  Assembly  is  properly 
seen  as  "excluding  such  churches  from  the  fellowship 
of  the  Body  of  Christ". 


2.  Towards  Unity  in  the  One  Apostolic  Faith  (Group  I) 


The  group  saw  this  as  another  major  project  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission,  one  which  would  deserve  much  of  the  time  and 
energy  of  the  next  plenary  Commission  meeting.  Our  discussion 
here,  starting  from  Bangalore  II,  is  in  no  sense  finished. 

We  offer  what  follows  not  for  immediate  agreement  and  action 
but  as  an  outline  to  be  mulled  over  during  the  next  year  to- 
gether with  the  report  and  recommendations  of  Bangalore 
Section  II  (cf.  pp.  243-246  of  Sharing  in  One  Hope)  and  then 
for  revision  and  procedural  action  at  the  1981  Standing  Com- 
mission. 

We  see  need  for  five  complementary  but  rather  different  pieces 
of  work: 

a.  Clarifying  what  was  happening  in  Bangalore  Section  II. 

There  seemed  to  be  three  groups  of  people : 

- those  who  take  the  ancient  creeds  as  both  the  apostolic 

faith  and  their  own  faith; 

- those  who  accept  the  ancient  creeds  as  important  points 

of  reference  but  see  the  need  also  to  express  the 
apostolic  faith  anew  today  in  their  own  words; 

- those  for  whom  the  creeds  are  of  no  particular  importance 

but  who  see  the  need  for  formulating  common  expressions 
of  faith  for  today. 

All  three  witness  to  the  centrality  of  Scripture.  All  often 
say  the  same  things.  Thus  the  declaration  of  Bangalore  II 
was  a halfway  house,  an  attempt  to  see  what  we  could  say  to- 
gether today  and  what  this  suggests  about  our  understanding 
of  the  apostolic  faith. 


30 


b.  What  can  the  World  Council  of  Churches  hope  to  achieve  in 
this  field?  We  are  agreed  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  World 
Council's  intention  to  "write  a new  creed".  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  very  much  germane  to  the  Council's  aims  to  work 
for  the  common  witness  of  the  churches  at  world  level  and 

to  work  towards  a joint  confession  of  the  faith  discovered  to 
be  common  and  thus  standing  in  the  tradition  of  the  apostles, 
according  to  the  Scriptures.  Moreover,  any  such  common  wit- 
ness and  joint  confession  cannot  but  greatly  serve  the  growth 
of  the  churches  into  unity/communion. 

c.  How  does  the  corporate  apostolic  faith  of  the  Church  catho- 
lic nourish  and  renew  the  faith  of  the  individual  Christian 

or  group?  This  is  a vital,  pastoral  and  evangelistic  oppor- 
tunity in  many  parts  of  the  world  (as  has  been  witnessed  to  us 
from  Nicaragua  and  South  Africa,  let  alone  by  the  experience 
of  Taize) . 

d.  What  sort  of  common  reference  can  all  Christians/churches 
make  to  the  ancient  creeds,  and  how  does  this  belong  with  our 
understanding  of  the  authority  of  Scripture  and  our  very 
different  understandings  of  "the  Gospel".  A full  answer  to 
this  must  take  up  much  earlier  work  on  Scripture  and  tradi- 
tion (Montreal,  Louvain,  etc.).  It  must  also  pursue  two 
distinct  lines  of  enquiry: 

- interconfessional:  between  Orthodox,  Roman  Catholic, 

Protestant,  Pentecostal,  etc. 

- intercultural : between  Europeans,  Asians,  Americans, 

Africans,  etc. 

In  the  end  these  two  must  be  brought  together,  but  not  in 
the  first  stage. 

e.  What  sort(s)  of  expressions  of  common  faith  can  best 
help  us  to  move  into  the  unity  Christ  wills?  A full  answer 
to  this  will  need  to  set  in  appropriate  relationships  several 
different  approaches: 

- local/national  - cultural  area/world  statements 

- doxological-liturgical/doctrinal-catechetical/ 

statements  as  the  basis  for  synodical  action  - discipline 
in  ethical  fields/constitutional  basis  for  union 

- expressions  that  arise  from  our  being  in  communion  of 

faith  with  one  another 

from  our  accepting  one  another's 
actions  as  witnessing  to  the  one  faith 

from  our  agreeing  with  one  another 

on  points  of  teaching. 

One  way  of  starting  in  on  this  and  of  testing  out  initial 
hypotheses  would  be  by  an  inductive  approach,  comparable  with 
that  used  for  the  "Giving  Account  of  the  Hope"  study,  this 
time  starting  from  Jesus'  question  "But  who  do  you  say  that 
I am?" 
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It  is  to  be  noted  (i)  That  the  WCC  World  Mission  Conference 
of  1980  at  Melbourne  will  do  something  of  this  on  the  theme 
"Your  Kingdom  Come".  Its  results  should  be  known  by  our  next 
meeting . 

(ii)  Choan-Seng  Song  is  preparing  for  pub- 
lication a collection  of  representative  statements  in  response 
to  Jesus'  question,  and  requests  all  members  of  the  Commission 
to  send  him  any  such. 


3.  Review  of  the  draft  texts  on  baptism  and  eucharist  (Group  II) 


a . Form  of  the  documents 

The  group  recognized  the  value  of  the  commentary  placed  within 
the  text  but  makes  three  comments: 

i)  The  balance  between  text  and  commentary  needs  consideration. 
At  certain  points,  e.g.  (lc) , the  commentary  exceeds  the 
consensus  text. 

ii)  The  purpose  of  the  commentary  should  be  clearly  borne  in 
mind.  There  appear  to  be  three  strands: 

- the  statement  of  differing  points  of  view 

- the  explanation  of  the  text 

- the  possible  development  of  the  consensus  process  on 

the  basis  of  the  text. 

iii)  The  status  of  the  commentary  in  relation  to  the  consensus 
text  will  need  to  be  made  very  clear  in  the  preface  to  the 
documents . 

b.  The  Louisville  consultation  with  Baptists 

The  group  suggests  that  the  Report  of  the  Consultation  with 
Baptists  be  received  by  the  Standing  Commission  and  commended 
for  wider  distribution. 

c . Detailed  remarks 

The  group  made  a number  of  detailed  comments  and  suggestions 
on  the  draft  texts  on  baptism  and  the  eucharist.  The  Stand- 
ing Commission  decided  to  remit  them  to  the  Steering  Group. 

d.  In  the  light  of  the  report  of  Group  II,  the  Standing 
Commission, 

i)  recognized  that  the  documents  on  baptism  and  the  eucharist 
are  now  entering  their  final  stage; 

ii)  encouraged  its  members  to  submit  to  the  Steering  Group 
in  writing  any  further  comments; 
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iii)  asked  the  staff  to  share  the  drafts  with  a number  of 
biblical  scholars; 

iv)  expressed  the  hope  that  the  revised  texts  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  its  next  meeting  will  be  virtually  complete  for 
distribution  to  members  of  the  plenary  Commission. 


4.  Outline  for  revised  text  on  the  ministry  (Group  III) 


The  group  recognized  that  the  agreement  among  the  churches  on 
the  ministry  is  at  a far  different  stage  than  that  on  baptism 
and  eucharist.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a new,  more  satisfactory 
text,  considerable  work  needs  yet  to  be  done.  New  themes  will 
need  to  be  considered.  The  group  heard  an  oral  report  on  the 
consultation  "Episcope  and  the  episcopate"  which  had  been  held 
in  the  week  immediately  before  the  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Commission.  It  felt  encouraged  by  the  findings  of  this  con- 
sultation . 

a.  Outline  of  new  revised  statement  on  ministry.  The  group 
confined  its  task  to  working  out  a general  outline  for  the 
revised  statement;  it  reads  as  follows: 

Preface 

I .  The  Christian  Community  and  the  Ministry 

A.  The  Christian  Community 

B.  The  Ministry  of  the  Whole  People  of  God  (diversity 

of  ministry,  charismata) 

C.  The  Ordained  Ministry 

- essential  functions  (service) 

- authority 

- priesthood 

II .  The  Ordained  Ministries  in  the  Christian  Community 

A.  Historical  Development  (apostles  and  ministry 

in  the  early  Church) 

B.  The  Diversity  of  Ordained  Ministries  (or  C.) 

C.  Episcope  and  Episcopate  (or  B.) 

D.  Apostolic  Succession 

E.  Ordination  (meaning,  act) 

III .  The  Practice  of  Ministry  Today 

A.  Conditions  of  Ordination 

B.  Change  and  Renewal 

C.  The  Partnership  of  Women  and  Men  in  Ministry. 

IV.  Towards  the  Recognition  and  Reconciliation  of  Ministries 
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b.  Form  and  style  of  the  statement.  Four  guidelines  were 
commended  in  this  respect: 

i)  that  "consensus"  and  "commentary"  be  distinguished 
in  keeping  with  the  style  of  the  baptism  and 
eucharist  documents 

ii)  that  a "vocabulary"  section  in  the  preface  be  a means 

of  initially  defining  terms  to  be  used  in  the  ministry 
document 

iii)  that  inclusive  language  with  regard  to  human  beings 
be  used 

iv)  that  Dositive  and  inclusive  - rather  than  negative 
and  exclusive  - formulations  be  so  stated. 

c.  Time  schedule.  The  group  suggests  that  as  soon  as  possible 
the  staff  should  prepare  a fully  worked  out  new  draft  for 
consideration  by  the  Steering  Group  at  its  next  meeting.  It 
also  feels  strongly  that  a special  consultation  should  be 
called  to  consider  this  draft  and  to  make  sure  that  the  widest 
possible  variety  of  views  has  been  taken  into  account;  such 

a consultation  could  perhaps  be  held  in  May/ June  1980. 


C.  Resolutions  and  Recommendations  on  Other  Matters.  Report 
of  Group  IV 


Dr  Crow  presented  the  report  of  Group  IV  bringing  a number  of 
proposals  before  the  Standing  Commission  for  consideration. 

After  discussion  and  amendment  these  were  adopted  as  follows: 

1 . The  Study  on  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church 

It  was  agreed 

- that  the  International  Consultation  be  held  in  the  spring 

or  early  summer  of  1981; 

- that  its  size  be  reduced  to  a maximum  of  100  to  150 

participants  and  that  subsidies  be  made  available  to 
not  more  than  50  to  60  participants; 

- that  Faith  and  Order  pledge  a contribution  to  the  costs 

of  the  consultation  (to  be  determined  by  the  staff 
in  the  light  of  the  budget  allotted  to  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  for  1980  by  the  Executive  Committee) ; 

- that  the  Sub-unit  on  Women  be  asked  to  provide  a similar 

amount ; 

- that  the  Finance  and  Fund-raising  Committee  of  the  World 

Council  of  Churches  secure  the  remainder  of  the  budget. 
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Concerning  the  Study  Desk  of  the  Community  Study  it  was  agreed 

- that  an  effort  be  made  to  ensure  that  the  money  anticipated 

for  1979  be  in  fact  available; 

- that  new  fund-raising  efforts  be  made  to  secure  an  opera- 

ting budget  for  1980  and  1981; 

- that  the  proposed  budget  for  1980  be  accepted  by  the 

Standing  Commission  and  a 1981  budget  be  established 
now; 

- that  the  Desk  continue  till  December  1981  and  that  the 

contract  of  Constance  Parvey  be  extended  till  December 
1981,  subject  to  the  necessary  funds  being  secured; 

- that  note  be  taken  of  the  need  to  relate  the  results 

of  this  study  to  the  next  Assembly  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

2 . Proposals  from  Latin  American  Commission  members 

The  Standing  Commission  records  its  gratitude  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Latin  American  members  of  the  Commission  which  took 
place  in  early  July  of  1979  (for  a full  record  of  the  meeting, 
see  Appendix  IV) . The  proposals  put  forward  by  the  meeting 
have  been  discussed  and  the  following  conclusions  reached. 

a.  Regarding  the  proposed  Spanish  Series  of  Ecumenical  Texts, 
the  Secretariat  is  asked  to  prepare  a project  description 
for  possible  inclusion  in  the  CICARWS-CWME  project  list. 

It  recognizes  the  need  for  Faith  and  Order  texts  to  be 
available  in  Spanish  and,  if  at  all  possible,  in  Portuguese, 
and  hopes  that  ecumenical  experts  in  Latin  America  will 
fully  cooperate  with  the  Secretariat  in  the  development 

of  this  series.  The  possibility  of  securing  funds  to  meet 
the  costs  of  these  translations  from  Spanish  sources 
should  be  explored. 

b.  The  Standing  Commission  endorses  the  Consultation  of  Latin 
American  theologians  on  the  theme  "The  Unity  of  the  Church 
in  Latin  America"  to  be  held  in  July  1980  and  pledges  up 
to  US$  10,000  for  the  expenses. 

3 . The  use  and  promotion  of  the  Ecumenical  Prayer  Cycle 

The  Standing  Commission,  in  underlining  the  historic  importance 
of  the  Prayer  Cycle,  asks  its  members  to  use  all  opportunities 
for  the  promotion  and  use  of  the  book.  Ecumenical  events  of 
all  sorts  should  be  used  to  spread  the  awareness  of  the  Cycle. 
Theological  seminaries  should  be  invited  to  use  it  regularly. 

In  situations  where  the  Cycle  cannot  yet  be  published  in  book 
form,  the  regular  publication  of  its  contents  in  weekly  or 
monthly  church  magazines  should  be  pursued.  Efforts  to  in- 
clude existing  denominational  cycles  into  the  Ecumenical 
Prayer  Cycle  need  to  continue. 
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The  Standing  Commission  recommends  the  publication  of 
Lukas  Vischer's  booklet  "Damit  sein  Name  in  Euch  verherrlicht 
werde" , a theological  and  exegetical  treatise  on  the  centrality 
of  prayer,  to  be  published  as  a Faith  and  Order  paper,  to 
be  used  as  a companion  volume  which  gives  deeper  insight  into 
the  meaning  of  ecumenical  intercession. 

4 . The  financial  situation  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 


a.  It  is  hoped  that  the  budgetary  needs  for  Faith  and  Order's 
programme  can  be  integrated  into  the  operational  budget  in 
order  to  enable  a fuller  view  of  Faith  and  Order's  financial 
needs.  It  is  also  hoped  that  budget  planning  could  project 
Faith  and  Order's  needs  for  up  to  three  years  in  advance. 

b.  In  recognition  of  the  sharply  diminishing  resources  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  the  Faith  and  Order  Standing 
Commission  should  give  serious  thought  to  "de-Genevizing" 
its  methods  of  work.  It  is  suggested  to  consider  deploying 
staff  to  other  places  than  Geneva  and  to  ask  member  churches 
to  adopt  certain  programme  items  and/or  consultations  and  to 
assume  all  financial  reponsibilities  for  them. 

c.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  fewer  reserves  can  be  built  up 
for  the  next  plenary  Commission  meeting,  efforts  should  be 
made  to  reduce  the  additional  amount  (Sfr  150,000)  by  way 

of  choosing  the  least  expensive  place  and  cutting  back  on  the 
costs  for  consultants. 

d.  The  financial  needs  of  Faith  and  Order's  budget  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  Standing  Commission,  not  solely  of 
the  Secretariat. 

5 . Dates  and  place  for  future  meetings 

a.  There  was  general  appreciation  of  the  invitation  by  Metr. 
Bartholomew  to  hold  the  next  Standing  Commission  meeting  in 
the  Orthodox  Academy  of  Crete.  It  is  suggested  that  the  in- 
vitation be  accepted,  provided  free  board  and  lodging  and  suf- 
ficient travel  subsidy  could  be  offered  by  the  host  church. 

b.  The  Faith  and  Order  Standing  Commission  attaches  great 
value  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Latin  American  members  that  the 
next  meeting  of  the  plenary  Commission  take  place  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  but  believes  the  decision  must  be  made  in  light  of  the 
financial  realities,  especially  the  high  travel  costs.  The 
staff  is  asked  to  make  an  analysis  of  the  costs  which  are  in- 
volved. Special  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  request 
of  the  Latin  American  members  that  participants  in  the  plenary 
Commission  meeting  should  engage  in  visitation  to  other  Latin 
American  countries  prior  to  the  meeting. 

c.  In  view  of  the  programme  and  staffing  plans,  it  is  proposed 
that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  be  held  in  early 
January  1981,  and  the  plenary  Commission  in  early  January  1982. 
The  ways  in  which  these  dates  affect  the  choice  of  meeting  places 
will  have  to  be  determined.  An  immediate  communication  to  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  members  is  needed. 
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VII.  NOMINATIONS 


A.  General  Discussion 


In  September  1978  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  Executive 
Committee  decided  to  terminate  the  contract  with  the  director 
Dr  Lukas  Vischer  although  the  Faith  and  Order  Standing  Com- 
mission had  unanimously  asked  for  a prolongation  for  another 
three  years.  The  decision  was  later  confirmed  by  the  Central 
Committee  in  Jamaica  in  January  1979.  The  Standing  Commission, 
therefore,  had  now  to  propose  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches' 
Executive  Committee  a person  as  new  director  of  the  Secretariat. 

On  Monday,  August  20th,  in  the  evening,  the  moderator  informed 
the  Standing  Commission  about  the  steps  which  he  had  taken 
on  behalf  of  the  Standing  Commission  in  the  course  of  the  last 
twelve  months  to  secure  the  prolongation  of  the  contract.  On 
Tuesday,  August  21st,  Archbishop  Edward  Scott,  Moderator  of 
the  Central  Committee,  and  Dr  Philip  Potter,  General  Secretary 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  joined  the  meeting  to  dis- 
cuss with  the  Standing  Commission  the  situation  which  had 
arisen. 

In  the  light  of  these  discussions,  the  Standing  Commission 
decided  to  address  a letter  to  the  officers  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches'  Executive  Committee.  The  text  of  the 
letter  can  be  found  in  Appendix  VIII.  Copies  of  the  letters 
written  by  the  moderator  on  behalf  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Standing  Commission  as  well  as  a summary  of  the  discussion 
with  the  officers  of  the  World  Council  have  been  deposited 
in  the  archives  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  in  Geneva. 


B.  Appointment  of  a Nominations  Committee 


In  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  nominations , the  Standing 
Commission  appointed  a Nominations  Committee.  The  following 
were  chosen  to  serve  on  this  committee: 

The  Moderator,  Professor  Nikos  Nissiotis 

The  Rev.  Wesley  Ariarajah 

Dr  Paul  A.  Crow,  jr 

Professor  John  Deschner 

Mrs  Florence  Mahoney 

Dr  Karoly  Prohle 

Dr  Juan  Stam 

Father  Jean  Tillard 

Bishop  Desmond  Tutu 
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The  Nominations  Committee  met  on  several  occasions  and 
reported  twice  to  the  Standing  Commission  in  plenary  session. 
The  decisions  taken  by  the  Standing  Commission  were  as  follows. 


C.  Appointment  of  a New  Director 


The  Standing  Commission  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  Executive  Committee  that 
Dr  William  Lazareth  be  appointed  director  of  the  Commission 
on  Faith  and  Order  in  succession  to  Dr  Lukas  Vischer. 


D.  Successor  to  Dr  Geiko  Miiller-Fahrenholz 


On  the  recommendation  of  the  Nominations  Committee,  it  was 
resolved  to  recommend  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches ' Execu- 
tive Committee  that  the  Rev.  Hans-Georg  Link  be  appointed  to 
succeed  Dr  Geiko  Miiller-Fahrenholz  as  an  executive  secretary 
in  the  Secretariat  on  Faith  and  Order.  The  Standing  Commission 
here  expressed  its  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Aussenamt  of  the 
Evangelische  Kirche  in  Deutschland  for  its  interest  in  and 
support  of  the  work  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  and 
its  continued  willingness  to  second  a staff  member  to  the 
Commission.  The  moderator  promised  to  write  to  the  Aussenamt 
in  these  terms,  and  at  the  same  time  took  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  a personal  word  of  gratitude  on  behalf  of  the 
Standing  Commission  to  Dr  Hanfried  Kruger,  who  was  present  in 
the  meeting,  for  the  friendship  and  support  he  had  given  to 
the  Commission  and  to  the  Secretariat  during  many  years. 


E.  Additional  Actions 


1 . Interim  arrangements 

While  it  is  expected  that  the  Secretariat  will  exercise 
collegial  responsibility  for  Faith  and  Order  staff  work  during 
any  interim  before  the  arrival  of  the  new  director,  the  Stand- 
ing Commission  unanimously  voted  that  for  certain  special  re- 
lationships and  responsibilities,  where  one  staff  person  must 
speak  or  act  in  the  name  of  the  Secretariat,  Dr  C.S.  Song  be 
asked  to  act  as  representative  of  the  staff. 

2 . Moderator  of  the  Steering  Group  for  the  revision  of  the 

agreed  statements  - 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  Frere  Max  Thurian  should  be 
named  President  of  the  Steering  Committee  for  the  revision 
of  the  agreed  statements  on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry. 
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It  was  also  unanimously  agreed  that  he  should  be  named  Study 
Advisor  to  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission.  The  Standing 
Commission  expressed  its  gratitude  to  the  Community  of  Taiz6 
for  making  it  possible  that  Frere  Max  should  be  able  to  under- 
take these  services  for  the  Commission. 

3 . Consultative  services  of  departing  director 

In  surveying  the  work  to  be  done  in  coming  months,  the 
Standing  Commission  noted  two  important  tasks,  deeply  rooted 
in  the  work  of  recent  years , which  it  wished  to  invite  Lukas 
Vischer  to  undertake  during  these  months,  as  he  has  time  and 
opportunity. 

First,  while  the  Steering  Committee  is  responsible  for  the 
revision  of  the  consensus  texts,  the  Standing  Commission 
would  be  deeply  appreciative  if  Lukas  Vischer  would  attempt 
to  supply  a revision  of  the  text  on  ministry,  along  lines 
outlined  at  the  Taiz§  meeting. 

Second,  the  Steering  Committee  feels  the  need  for  a substantial 
document,  booklet  or  even  brief  book  which  addresses  more 
fully  the  three  purposes  outlined  at  the  beginning  of  the 
document  "One  in  Faith  and  Witness"  (see  Appendix  V) , as  a 
resource  and  contribution  to  its  own  future  attempts  to  work 
toward  these  purposes  and  develop  these  themes.  It  invites 
Lukas  Vischer  to  attempt  such  a manuscript,  which  might  be 
made  available  as  a Faith  and  Order  publication,  or  in  another 
way,  as  the  Steering  Committee  may  later  decide.  The  Committee 
especially  underlines  the  importance  of  the  document's  intention 
to  develop  these  themes  so  as  to  answer  the  Central  Committee ' s 
hope  to  understand  more  clearly  how  ecclesial  unity  relates 
to  unity  in  life  situations. 


F.  Nominations  of  New  Faith  and  Order  Commission  Members 


The  following  vacancies  had  arisen  in  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission : 


Dr  Samuel  Amirtham  had  become  a World  Council  staff 
member  and  therefore  resigned 

Dr  Masamba  ma  Mpolo  had  become  a World  Council  staff 
member  and  therefore  resigned 

The  Rev,  Joel  Dass  had  left  Pakistan  and  had  therefore 
resigned . 


The  Nominations  Committee  proposed  to  the  Standing  Commission 
replacements  and  the  Standing  Commission  asked  the  staff  to 
obtain  from  the  churches  concerned  the  approval  which  was 
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required  before  the  names  could  be  submitted  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  authorities  for  appointment. 

It  was  noted  that  Dr  Jan  Visser  had  been  replaced  by 
Dr  F.J.  Parmentier  as  Liaison  Officer,  on  the  nomination 
of  the  Old  Catholic  Church. 
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VIII.  FAREWELL  TO  STAFF 


On  the  evening  of  Friday,  August  24,  the  Frere  Prieur  of  Taize, 
Roger  Schutz,  invited  members  of  the  Standing  Commission  and 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  staff  to  a farewell  dinner  in  honour 
of  the  Director  of  the  Secretariat,  Dr  Lukas  Vischer,  who 
would  be  leaving  his  post  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  the  area,  Msgr  Bourgeois,  and  the  leading 
brothers  of  the  Community  of  Taize  were  also  present.  At 
the  close  of  the  dinner,  Frdre  Roger  expressed  his  thanks  to 
God  for  the  long  service  of  Lukas  Vischer  as  Director  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Secretariat.  The  Moderator  of  the  Commission, 
Professor  Nikos  Nissiotis,  then  referred  to  the  precious 
contribution  of  Lukas  Vischer  to  the  development  of  Faith  and 
Order  work  in  the  course  of  the  last  eighteen  years,  from  the 
period  of  encounter  between  the  different  confessions  to  the 
consensus  era.  He  emphasized  his  role  in  promoting  relation- 
ships with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  involving  Orthodox 
theologians  more  actively  in  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order. 
Following  the  Moderator,  several  speakers  from  the  different 
continents  and  church  traditions  spoke  in  the  same  spirit, 
illustrating  the  excellent  and  conscientious  work  of  Lukas 
Vischer.  Father  Vitali  Borovoi  underlined  aspects  of  his  in- 
spired leadership;  Father  Jean  Tillard  spoke  of  his  ability  to 
draw  new  people  into  Faith  and  Order  work;  Mrs  Florence  Mahoney 
said  what  Lukas  Vischer' s leadership  had  meant  for  her  as  a 
laywoman  from  Africa;  the  Rev.  Wesley  Ariarajah  praised  his 
ability  to  involve  new  theologians  from  the  so-called  third 
world  in  all  the  studies  and  research  of  Faith  and  Order  and 
to  do  so  in  a way  which  keeps  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
rest  of  the  world;  Father  Pierre  Duprey  spoke  of  the  true 
colleagueship  which  Lukas  Vischer  had  always  shown  towards 
his  collaborators  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Finally, 

Dr  Paul  Crow  thanked  him  for  his  faithful  devotion  to  the 
question  of  Christian  unity.  As  a sign  of  recognition  for  this 
work,  he  presented  him  with  a life  membership  in  the  Council 
of  Christian  Unity  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) . 
This  life  membership  is  made  possible  through  donations  by 
friends  in  the  United  States  and  other  parts  of  the  world, 
which  are  intended  to  support  theological  scholarship  students. 

Dr  Vischer  then  thanked  Frere  Roger  for  this  farewell  dinner, 
and  expressed  his  gratitude  to  all  the  speakers.  He  spoke  of 
what  his  work  in  Faith  and  Order  and  the  ecumenical  movement 
has  meant  for  him  and  how  he  has  enjoyed  working  with  col- 
leagues from  all  parts  of  the  world  in  the  service  of  the  unity 
of  the  Church. 

During  the  same  meal,  members  of  the  Standing  Commission 
recorded  their  warm  appreciation  for  the  valuable  contribution 
Dr  Geiko  Miiller-Fahrenholz  had  maae  to  tne  work  of  the  Secre- 
tariat during  the  years  since  his  appointment.  They  wished 
him  every  success  in  his  new  post  in  the  north  of  Germany. 
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APPENDIX  I 


FAITH  AND  ORDER  PUBLICATIONS  1973/1979 


A.  Meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  at  Bangalore 


1 . Report 

The  Ecumenical  Review  XXXI/1,  January  1979 

Sharing  in  One  Hope , % Bangalore  1978.  Geneva:  WCC  1979, 
Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  92  Price:  SFr  17.90 

Bangalore  1978,  Sitzung  der  Kommission  fur  Glauben  und 
Kirchenverf assung , Berichte,  Reden,  Dokumente. 

Verlag  Otto  Lembeck,  Frankfurt,  1979.  Price:  SFr  22.30 

Minutes,  Bangalore  1978,  Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  93 
Price:  SFr  5.00 

2 . The  Common  Account 

Living  in  One  Hope,  Off-print  from  Bangalore  1978 
Price:  SFr  10.00  for  10  copies 

The  Common  Account  of  Hope  printed  in  the  following 
languages:  Amharic,  Arabic,  Chinese,  Czech,  Dutch, 

English,  French,  German,  Greek,  Hungarian,  Indonesian, 
Italian,  Japanese,  Korean,  Malayalam,  Portuguese, 
Russian,  Spanish. 

3 . Personal  Assessments 

Gerhard  Marcel  Martin:  Hoffnung  Weltweit,  Verlag  Otto 
Lembeck,  Frankfurt,  1979.  Price:  SFr  12.80 

Antonio  Matabosch:  La  esperanza  cristiana  en  un  mundo 
conflictivo.  Vitoria,  Barcelona,  1979. 

Juan  Stam:  Pueblo  de  Dios  - Pueblo  de  la  esperanza 


B.  Other  Faith  and  Order  Publications 


Ernst  Lange:  And  Yet  it  Moves  - Dream  and  Reality  of  the 
Ecumenical  Movement.  Christian  Journals  Limited, 

Belfast,  Dublin,  Ottawa/WCC,  Geneva  1979.  Price:  SFr  12.90 

Verbindliches  Lehren,  Beihef t zur  Okumenischen  Rundschau  33, 
1978. 

Church  and  State  - Opening  a New  Ecumenical  Discussion, 

Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  85.  WCC  Geneva,  1978. 

Price:  SFr  12.50 

Das  Zeugnis  der  Kirchen  in  den  Staaten  der  Gegenwart. 

Verlag  Otto  Lembeck,  Frankfurt,  1979.  Price:  DM  18.00 
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Nils  Ehrenstrom:  Mutual  Recognition  of  Baptism  in 

Interchurch  Agreements,  Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  90, 

WCC,  Geneva  1978.  Price  4.00 

Geiko  Miiller-Fahrenholz : Partners  in  Life.  Faith  and 

Order  Paper  No.  89.  WCC,  Geneva,  1979.  Price:  SFr  14.90 

German  edition  of  above:  In  der  Kraft  der  Schwachheit. 
Verlag  Otto  Lembeck,  Frankfurt. 

Ecumenical  Exercise  V,  Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  94. 

Price:  SFr  2.50 

Hans-Ruedi  Weber:  On  a Friday  Noon.  WCC,  Geneva,  1979 
Price:  SFr  17.90 

Lukas  Vischer:  damit  sein  Name  verherrlicht  werde. 

Verlag  Otto  Lembeck,  Frankfurt,  1979.  Faith  and 
Order  Paper  No.  95 

Forum  II  - Report  of  the  second  Forum  on  Bilateral 
Conversations.  WCC  Geneva  1979.  Faith  and  Order 
Paper  No.  96 . 


The  Ecumenical  Prayer  Cycle:  For  All  God's  People 


For  All  God's  People.  WCC,  Geneva,  1978  Price:  SFr  12.50 

For  All  God's  People.  Christian  Literature  Society, 
Madras,  India 

Fur  Gottes  Volk  auf  Erden.  Verlag  Otto  Lembeck, 
Frankfurt,  1979.  Pr ice : DM  16 . 80 

Voor  het  hele  volk  van  God,  Gooi  en  Sticht.  Hilversum/ 
Kok-Kampen,  1979  Price:  SFr  25.00 

Pour  Tout  le  Peuple  de  Dieu.  Editions  du  Centurion/ 
Presses  de  Taize,  1979. 

Korean  edition  published  in  1979. 

In  preparation:  Arabic,  Czech,  Hungarian,  Indonesian, 

Maltese,  Tamil,  Thai,  Portuguese,  Spanish 


APPENDIX  II 


FINANCIAL  NEEDS  FOR  THE  PERIOD  1978  - 1981 


At  its  meeting  in  Bangalore,  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Ord- 
er formulated  programme  proposals  for  the  coming  three  years. 
The  Commission  hopes  to  have  another  meeting  in  summer  1981. 

In  order  to  reach  by  1981  the  objectives  spelt  out  by  the  Com- 
mission, a number  of  consultations  and  publications  will 
be  required.  The  financial  support  for  the  programme  is  only 
partly  assured. 

A.  Budget  for  the  Coming  Years 


The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  is  part  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  Every  year  the  Secretariat  has  to  submit  to  the 
Central  Administration  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  its 
budget  requests.  In  the  light  of  the  total  situation  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  the  Central  Committee  establishes 
the  amount  to  be  made  available  for  the  activities  of  the 
Commission  on  Faith  and  Order. 

The  following  three  columns  indicate  the  authorized  budgets 
for  1978  and  1979,  and  the  budget  requests  for  1980. 

Authorized  Authorized  Request 


1978 

1979 

1980 

Salaries  

387.300 

407.400 

385.060 

Translations  

27.000 

25.000 

25.000 

PTT  

20.000 

22.000 

23.000 

Meetings  of  Standing  Commission 

10.000 

30.000 

40.000 

Consultations  

1 7 . 000 

30.000 

30.000 

Travel/Hospitality  

18.600 

25.000 

30.000 

Cyclostyle  

26.000 

27.000 

27.000 

Publications  

8.500 

9.500 

10 . 000 

Reserve  for  Plenary  Commission 
Contributions  to 

90.000 

35.000 

35.000 

upkeep  costs  (rent,  cleaning) 

27.360 

28.440 

28.440 

general  services  (PTT,  library) 20.040 

19.200 

19.200 

financial  services 

5.900 

12.000 

12.000 

TOTAL 

667.700 

670.540 

664.700 

Income 


The  larger  part  of  the  amount  required  is  made  available  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  out  of  the  annual  contributions 
of  the  member  churches.  The  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany 
and  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  contribute 
directly  each  the  salary  of  a staff  person.  For  1978,  the 
figures  are  the  following: 
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1978 


1979 


1980 


Contributions  WCC 
Seconded  staff 
CWME  contribution 


524.700  527.540  

121.000  121.000  128.210 

22.000  22.000  17.600 


667.700  670.540 


Obviously,  the  sums  available  are  not  sufficient  to  carry  out 
the  programme  of  the  Commission.  The  two  main  problems  are 
the  following: 

1.  The  amount  so  far  made  available  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  not  assured  for  the  coming  years.  The 
deterioration  of  the  exchange  rates  will  make  reductions 
of  expenses  necessary.  The  income  is  therefore  likely  to 
be  reduced. 

2.  The  number  of  staff  persons  is  not  sufficient.  The  amount 
for  consultations  is  very  small  (for  1979,  requested 

sum  SFr  30.000) . 

Additional  income  is  required  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
programme  of  the  coming  years . 


B.  Staff  Situation 


At  present,  the  Secretariat  has  two  regular  executive  staff 
posts  and  two  secretaries.  Their  number  is  strengthened  by 
two  secondments  at  the  executive  staff  level. 

Up  to  1975,  the  Secretariat  had  three  regular  staff  posts  and 
three  secretaries.  Due  to  the  financial  crisis,  the  third 
post  was  left  vacant.  This  decision  led  to  the  considerable 
inconvenience  that  there  is  at  present  no  Orthodox  member  on 
the  Faith  and  Order  staff.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  raise 
special  funds  for  obtaining  the  restoration  of  the  third  post 
for  an  Orthodox  theologian.  The  sum  required  for  a staff 
member  and  a secretary  would  be  SFr  109.000. 


C.  Programme  Needs 


The  conspectus  of  studies  (see  Bangalore  Minutes,  1978,  p.  37f.) 
indicates  areas  of  research  and  activity  for  the  period  up 
to  the  next  fleeting  of  the  plenary  Commission  on  Faith  and 
Order  in  1981.  Provisionally  the  needs  for  carrying  out  this 
programme  can  be  listed  as  follows: 
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A commonly  accepted  goal 

consultation  in  early  1979  to  review 
discussion  on  "conciliar  fellowship" 

SFr 

10 . 000 

publication  of  small  booklet 

SFr 

1.000 

Total 

SFr 

11.000 

Towards  an  ecumenical  consensus 

visible  unity  in  one  faith 

i.  consultation  in  1980  on  the 

expression  of  the  apostolic  faith 
and  especially  the  role  of  creeds 

SFr 

15.000 

ii.  two  small  meetings  of  experts  on 
the  filioque  clause  and  mariology 

SFr 

15.000 

iii.  publications  in  connection  with  the 
continuation  of  "giving  account  of 
the  hope"  study 

SFr 

7.500 

Total 

SFr 

37.500 

b.  baptism,  eucharist  and  the  ministry 

i.  steering  and  drafting  committee  for 
the  revision  of  the  agreed  statements 
on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry 
(8-10  members,  4-5  sessions  in  the 
period  1979-1981) 

ii.  study  commission  on  episcope  and 
episcopacy  (12-15  members,  3 
sessions) 

iii.  consultation  on  baptism  and 
confirmation 

iv.  workbook  on  baptism,  eucharist 

and  ministry  as  proposed  by  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  (drafting 
sessions,  publication) 

v.  research  work  and  various  publica- 
tions on  particular  issues  (e.g.  mu- 
tual recognition  of  baptism)  SFr  20.000 


Total  SFr  135.000 

Received  in  1979:  SFr  42.000  from  the  Evangelical-Reformed 
Church  of  the  Canton  of  Berne,  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


SFr  30.000 

SFr  60.000 

SFr  10.000 

SFr  15.000 
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c.  studies  on  authority  and  reception 

i.  publication  on  the  Authority  of 

the  Bible  SFr  2.000 

ii.  consultation  in  1980  on  Authority 

and  Reception  SFr  20.000 


Total  SFr  22.000 

Received  in  1979:  SFr  2.000  from  the  Netherlands  Reformed 
Church 

3 . Towards  fuller  manifestation  of  communion  in  Christ 


a.  towards  communion  in  prayer  and  worship 

i.  promotion,  translation  and 

distribution  of  Prayer  Cycle;  re- 
vision work-  SFr  20.000 

ii.  preparation  of  Week  of  Prayer 

(3  sessions  in  1979,  1980,  1981)  SFr  6.000  (total) 


Total  SFr  26.000 

Received  in  1979:  SFr  8.500  from  the  Swiss  parishes, 
the  Evangelische  Landeskirche  in  Karlsruhe,  Ecumenical 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  Division  of  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church  and  the  Landeskirche  in  Hannover. 

b.  towards  communion  across  human  barriers 

The  needs  in  this  area  are  very  difficult  to 
forecast.  Activities  will  be  undertaken  in 
collaboration  with  other  sub-units  which  will 
contribute  to  expenses.  In  order  to  initiate 
work,  a certain  amount  of  "stimulus  money" 
will  be  required.  SFr  50.000 

c.  responsibility  for  new  ecumenical 
experiences 

publications  SFr  10.000 

4.  At  the  service  of  concerted  action  towards  visible  unity 

a.  two  sessions  of  Forum  on  Bilateral  Con- 
versations (most  costs  will  be  borne  by 

WCFs  ) SFr  15.000  (total) 

b.  conference  of  United  Churches  (hope- 
fully to  be  contributed  by  United 

Churches)  SFr  50.000 

c.  consultation  on  the  role  of  councils  SFr  50.000 


Total  SFr  115.000 
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D.  Next  Meeting  of  the  Plenary  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 


The  total  costs  for  a plenary  meeting  of  the 

Faith  and  Order  Commission  are  ca.  SFr  250.000 

Every  year  the  sum  of  SFr  35.000  is  set  aside  for  the  next 
meeting.  In  1978,  the  World  Council  of  Churches  agreed  to 

increase  its  contribution  to  SFr  90.000  in  order  to  make 

possible  the  meeting  in  Bangalore.  In  1981,  the  World  Council 
is  not  likely  to  be  in  a position  to  make  such  a substantial 
contribution. 

Three  contributions  of  SFr  35.000  in 

1979,  1980  and  1981  SFr  105.000 

Additional  sum  required  SFr  150.000 


Total  SFr  255.000 
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APPENDIX  III 


REPORT  TO  THE  FAITH  AND  ORDER  STANDING  COMMISSION,  1979,  TAIZE : 

COMMUNITY  OF  WOMEN  AND  MEN  IN  THE  CHURCH  STUDY 


Past  and  present:  The  main  work  of  1978  was  the  production 
and  distribution  of  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the 
Church  Study.  The  Study  now  exists  in  about  10  editions  and 
translations  and  we  estimate  that  about  60,000  copies  are 
somewhere  in  the  process  of  circulation.  There  are  study 
groups  in  every  region  of  the  world,  e.g.  the  Evangelical 
Baptist  Church  in  Togo,  the  Ecumenical  Council  in  Finland,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  Indonesia,  the  USA  and  the 
Netherlands.  The  Churches  of  Norway,  Scotland  and  England  have 
studies,  etc.  There  are  also  many  small  informal  groups  work- 
ing on  the  Study;  the  greatest  number  of  these  that  we  know 
about  are  in  Germany,  with  growing  numbers  in  France.  Courses 
on  the  Study  are  being  taught  at  Yale  Divinity  School  in  the 
USA,  at  the  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Bangalore,  India, 
at  Uppsala  University  in  Sweden  and  at  the  Theological  Faculty 
of  the  University  of  Finland.  We  even  have  a few  preliminary 
reports  from  some  groups. 

In  terms  of  specific  Faith  and  Order  issues,  we  had  one  con- 
sultation in  1978  entitled  "Ministry,  Mariology  and  Biblical 
Hermeneutics"  where  we  made  preliminary  explorations  about  how 
to  approach  these  issues  within  the  context  of  the  Study  and 
its  relationship  to  ongoing  Faith  and  Order  work.  (Draft 
notes  of  that  meeting  are  available).  In  1979,  we  are  having 
a second  consultation  on  "Ordination  of  Women  in  Ecumenical 
Perspective"  to  be  held  August  27  to  September  1 at  Chateau 
Klingenthal,  near  Strasbourg,  France.  About  30  women  and  men 
will  attend,  from  the  various  traditions  and  parts  of  the 
world . 

Travel  in  1979  has  been  limited  to  the  Caribbean  and  Central 
America  and  to  Western  Europe.  There  were  plans  for  regional 
consultations  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  during  this 
year,  but  they  are  now  being  projected  for  1980.  For  Latin 
America,  we  have  a field  staff  person  developing  the  Study, 

Julia  Campos,  working  from  the  Comunidad  Teologica  in  Mexico 
City.  This  was  made  possible  through  a special  grant.  In 
October  1979,  I am  invited  to  the  DDR;  no  other  plans  as 
yet  exist  to  visit  other  Eastern  European  countries. 

Additional  documentation  which  exists  on  the  Study  includes 
the  following: 

- CWMC  Document  1:  A Bibliography  in  Four  Languages 

- CWMC  Document  2:  Toward  a Fuller  Community  of  Women 

and  Men 

- CWMC  Document  3:  Regional  Consultation,  Bangalore,  India, 

August  11-14,  1978 
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The  recent  issue  of  Theological  Formation  of  the  Programme  for 
Theological  Education  is  on  the  Study.  The  next  issue  of  The 
Ecumenical  Review  will  carry  some  initial  responses. 

In  terms  of  programme,  our  work  has  more  or  less  been  on  schedule. 
In  terms  of  finance,  we  have  been  running  a deficit  budget. 

The  projected  budget  for  the  Study  for  1978  and  1979  allowed 
little  for  programme  development.  With  our  reserve  funds 
from  1977,  we  have  been  able  to  cover  our  expenses,  but  1979 
will  use  up  the  end  of  our  reserve.  Most  of  our  programme 
expenses  are  in  printing  and  postage.  This  brings  me  to 
1980-1981. 

The  Future:  1980-1981:  Until  mid- June,  we  have  been  working 
toward  the  goal  of  the  international  consultation  in  August 
of  1980,,  planned  for  Sheffield,  England.  In  June,  we  were 
urged  by  the  Finance  Department  to  postpone  the  meeting  to 
1981  because  of  our  financial  situation.  We  were  informed  by 
the  late  Luiz  Carlos  Weil  that  the  funding  could  not  be  raised 
in  time,  and  it  was  considered  not  advisable,  given  the  WCC 
financial  crisis,  to  advance  the  funds  and  then  try  to  raise 
them  once  the  international  meeting  was  over.  With  reluctance, 
the  meeting  date  has  been  postponed.  It  is  hoped  that  we  can 
keep  the  consultation  in  Sheffield,  but  move  the  time  to  1981, 
allowing  room  for  reporting  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  and  to  the  1981  Central  Committee. 

Reports  back  on  the  Study  have  now  been  moved  from  January, 

1980  to  March  31,  1980,  allowing  groups  a few  more  months 
to  complete  their  work.  The  main  task  of  the  Study  Desk  in 
1980  will  be  the  preparation  for  the  1981  meeting,  particularly 
the  planning  of  selective  consultations  on  issues  that  will 
be  the  focus  of  the  international  meeting.  Specialized  con- 
sultations will  be  held  on  "Toward  a New  Theological  Anthro- 
pology", follow-up  work  will  be  done  on  ministry,  mariology 
and  biblical  hermeneutics.  Conference  planning  and  conference 
worship  will  be  developed  and  there  will  be  some  travel  to 
regional  consultations . 

A special  Task  Force  on  the  Study  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Staff  Executive  Group.  This  Task  Force  reflects  some  of  the 
composition  of  the  projected  participation  in  the  international 
meeting  ( see  part  two  of  this  report) . 

A major  concern  is  finance.  If  the  financial  support  for  the 
Study  would  equal  the  moral  support,  we  would  have  no  need 
to  be  concerned.  The  yet  to  be  answered  question  is  how  will 
it  be  possible  to  find  the  SFr  800.000  needed  for  the  Study 
Desk  and  for  the  international  consultation  in  the  years  1980 
and  1981?  Perhaps  not  enough  emphasis  has  been  given  to  our 
financial  needs?  Perhaps  the  churches  are  simply  not  aware 
that  we  exist  on  independent,  designated  funds  and  that  we 
need  their  support?  The  postponing  of  the  international  meeting 
is  a signal  that  we  are  in  financial  trouble.  We  will  not  be 
able  to  postpone  again. 
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In  the  present  plan,  this  programme  is  scheduled  to  terminate 
in  1981,  but  it  is  also  scheduled  to  be  part  of  the  contribution 
and  planning  for  the  Sixth  Assembly  in  1983.  How  this  will 
be  carried  out  in  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  between  1981 
and  1983  remains  an  open  question  for  the  Commission  as  it 
plans  for  the  future. 

I end  by  saying  that  I have  learned  a lot  in  the  last  year 
and  one  half  on  the  staff  and  I very  much  appreciate  my  col- 
leagues. I arrived  in  January  of  1978,  just  when  the  dollar 
dropped.  Developing  a new  programme  in  the  World  Council 
during  this  time  has  not  been  easy,  but  the  working  days 
have  always  looked  ahead,  and  been  lived  in  hope.  For  this 
I am  deeply  grateful. 


Constance  F.  Parvey 


INTERNATIONAL  CONSULTATION:  PRELIMINARY  THOUGHTS  ABOUT 
COMPOSITION,  CONTENT  AND  SCHEDULE 


A.  Composition 


It  is  anticipated  that  200  persons  would  participate  in  the 
international  meeting.  The  consultation  would  be  composed  of 
women  and  men,  with  a majority  of  women,  perhaps  in  a 60/40% 
ratio.  The  participants  would  include  persons  who  have  made 
valuable  contributions  to  the  Study  in  the  various  regions, 
representatives  of  churches  and  concerned  Christian  groups, 
participants  in  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission,  the  sub-unit 
on  Women  and  other  cooperating  units  within  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  A majority  of  the  people  present  will  be  those 
who  have  participated  in  the  Study  on  local  levels. 

The  possible  breakdown  would  look  something  like  this: 

100  - Persons  from  CWMC  Study  groups  at  local  levels 

18  - Faith  and  Order  members 

18  - Representatives  of  the  sub-unit  on  Women 

8 - Church  leaders 

10  - Representatives  from  the  Office  of  Family  Ministries 

5 - Representatives  from  the  Programme  on  Religious 
Education 

7 - Representatives  from  the  Programme  on  Theological 

Education 

9 - Concerned  groups,  including  representation  from 

the  World  Confessional  Families 
10  - Roman  Catholic  groups  participating  in  the  Study 

10  - Central  Committee  members 

5 - Representatives  from  the  Youth  Department 


53 


Of  the  approximately  300  member  churches  of  the  World  Council 
it  is  hoped  to  have  representation  from  100  churches , or 
approximately  one-third  of  the  World  Council  membership. 


B.  Content 


Working  theme:  Women  and  Men:  The  Nature  of  the  Community 
We  Seek 

The  meeting  will  have  the  quality  of  a search  and  a dialogue 
from  the  new  perspectives  mostly  being  raised  by  women . some 
of  the  following  questions  are  underlying: 

What  kind  of  community  do  we  envision  as  women  and  men 
today? 

What  have  women  learned  from  the  past  situation,  that 
helps  them  to  envision  a new  quality  and  style  of 
community  life  in  church  and  society? 

What  would  we  like  the  Church  to  become? 

What  steps  are  necessary  to  enable  this  new  vision  to 
happen? 


C.  Content  Issues  Emerging 


From  our  experience  with  the  Study  this  far,  the  following 
issues  are  emerging  from  different  places  in  the  world  in 
relation  to  the  three  sections  of  the  Study  Book. 

1 . Issues  of  personal  identity,  family  life  and  social  roles 

In  all  areas,  technological  changes  and  human  aspirations  for 
equality  are  making  an  impact  on  family  life,  sexual  behaviour, 
expanding  roles  for  women  outside  of  the  family,  the  new 
requirements  within  the  family  for  more  equal  sharing  of  the 
responsibilities  of  marriage  and  parenthood.  (A  new  vision 
of  community  is  emerging  and  there  is  a tension  between  "the 
community  inherited"  and  "the  community  expected".)  In  all 
areas  of  work  and  family  life,  there  is  a desire  for  more 
recognition  of  the  dignity  and  worth  of  each  person,  for  more 
flexibility  and  less  stereotyped  roles,  and  for  new  forms 
of  partnership  at  all  levels  of  institutional  life,  including 
the  Church.  Growing  numbers  of  women  and  men  are  no  longer 
content  with  women  being  "included  out".  In  the  midst  of  this 
evaluation,  there  is  tension  between  conservation  (related  to 
past  behaviour)  and  adaptation  (related  to  present  and  future 
needs) . The  "community  inherited"  is  being  challenged;  the 
"community  expected"  is  both  here  and  yet  to  come. 
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2 . Scripture  and  Tradition 


Both  Scripture  and  Tradition  are  being  looked  at  more  criti- 
cally as  having  reflected  the  values  and  structures  of  a 
patriarchal  society,  wherein  the  Christian  religion  is  being 
seen  as  a religion  of  and  by  men,  with  an  androcentric  symbolism 
that  reinforces  male  hierarchies  and  authority.  Given  this 
patriarchal  context,  both  Scripture  and  Tradition  are  being 
re-examined  and  re-evaluated  in  relation  to  the  new  situation 
emerging  in  our  time. 

a)  In  terms  of  interpretation  of  Scripture,  certain  tensions 
are  identified,  e.g. 

i)  between  the  Bible  as  the  source  of  faith  and  the 
contemporary  context  in  which  the  Christian  must 
live  out  his/her  faith 

ii)  between  traditional  and  new  methods  of  inter- 
pretation 

iii)  between  dominant  symbols,  myths  and  metaphors  and 
recessive  traditions  and  concepts  being  recovered 

iv)  between  hermeneutical  meanings  of  yesterday  and 
new  journeys  of  faith  for  women  and  men  today. 

b)  In  terms  of  Tradition,  there  is  a search  for  new  models 
of  relationship  and  collegiality  for  women  and  men  in 
Christ,  and  with  this  a growing  rejection  of  the 
authoritative  dominance  of  patriarchal  traditions 

and  structures  and  their  interpreters.  There  is  a 
rejection  of  dualistic  tendencies  in  theology  and  a 
search  for  more  wholistic  and  integrative  metaphors  for 
dealing  with  the  nature  of  the  human  person,  the  issues 
of  "good  and  evil",  etc.  There  is  also  in  nascent  form 
an  emerging  women's  tradition  in  theology  and  church 
history.  Traditional  views  of  church  history  and 
theology  are  being  revised  as  the  leadership  and  partici- 
pation of  women  over  the  centuries  is  being  lifted  out 
of  the  archives  of  faith.  There  is  a new  interest  in 
the  Trinity,  both  as  a model  of  equal  relationships  and 
intra-dependence,  and  as  a statement  of  faith  that  holds 
in  tension  the  work  of  Christ  in  creation  and  new 
creation . 

c)  In  terms  of  theological  renewal,  contributions  of  femi- 
nist theology  have  a concern  for 

i)  a new  theological  anthropology  that  is  not  andro- 
centric but  inclusive 

ii)  that  is  more  rooted  in  the  experience  of  God  in 
concrete  human  experience 

ii.i)  that  is  linked,  in  its  search  for  liberation,  with 
the  struggles  of  other  liberation  movements  in 
theology 
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iv)  that  is  concerned  about  issues  of  ethics  and  morality 
from  a woman's  point  of  view  as  well  as  a man's. 


3 . Church  structures 


The  dominant  theme  here  is  a seeking  for  new  community  in 
present  church  structures.  Expression  has  been  given  to  the 
difficulties  that  emerge  both  for  women  to  enter  decision- 
making levels  in  the  Church  and  the  problems  they  encounter 
when  they  do.  Need  is  expressed  for  less  isolating  and  more 
collaborative  structures  of  common  work.  In  addition,  there 
is  also  a new  assessment  of  the  role  of  women's  organizations 
and  women's  movements  as  "energy  centres"  that  can  occasion 
renewal  for  the  Church.  Major  issues  under  this  area  include 
those  of  ministry,  ordination  of  women,  worship,  theological 
education  and  church  teaching,  including  religious  education. 

a)  Ministry:  The  core  issue  here  is  the  meaning  of  ministry 

in  community  for  and  of  the  whole  people  of  God,  and  what  this 
implies  for  baptism,  eucharist,  common  affirmations  of  faith, 
and  the  quality  of  life  as  diakonia,  for  women  and  men. 

Within  this,  new  patterns,  structures  and  purposes  of  ministry 
are  being  explored,  including  more  collegial  forms  of  ministry 
such  as  team  ministries  of  clergy,  of  lay  and  clergy,  etc. 
Perhaps  98%  of  Christian  people  are  not  ordained  clergy  and 

an  issue  with  them,  majority  of  whom  are  women,  is  fuller 
participation , and  among  them  is  a growing  awareness  of  the 
link  between  participation  and  the  issues  surrounding  the  de- 
bate over  the  question  of  ordination  of  women. 

b)  Worship:  Here  the  two  issues  are  signs  and  symbols  in 
worship  and  styles  of  worship.  Much  of  the  tradition  of 
worship  has  its  origins  in  the  worship  life  of  religious  or- 
ders and  in  patriarchal  forms  of  political  and  family  life. 
Traditional  women's  organizations  have  had  more  collegial 
ways  of  worship  and  much  new  exploration  is  being  done  by 
women,  not  only  exploring  new  images  and  symbols  of  spirituals 
ty,  but  more  human  and  person-centred  expressions  of  community 
worship  life. 

c)  Theological  education:  Here  the  key  issues  appear  to  be 
related  to  the  content  and  methods  of  theological  education. 
There  is  a critique  that  research  topics  tend  to  have  a bias 
that  excludes  many  of  the  questions  women  are  interested  in 
and  methods  of  teaching  and  learning  exhibit  too  great  a 
split  between  theory  and  practice. 

d)  Religious  education:  In  this  area  there  is  beginning  to 
be  some  examination  not  only  of  what  is  taught  at  various 
levels  about  women/men  relationships,  but  also  what  is  pic- 
tured. In  our  religious  education  materials,  what  do  boys 
do,  what  do  girls  do?  In  pictures  of  adults,  are  women  always 
doing  women's  work,  are  they  always  shorter  than  men,  follow- 
ing men,  etc.?  In  our  early  years,  these  symbols  speak  louder 
than  words  and  therefore  they  need  attention. 
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e)  Issues  of  Christian  unity:  The  issues  raised  by  this 
Study,  perhaps  with  the  exception  of  the  issue  of  ordination 
of  women,  seem  to  find  more  resonances  of  unity  than  of  dis- 
unity. People  working  in  the  areas  of  the  Study  come  from  all 
churches.  Agreements  and  disagreements  appear  to  surround 
cultural  and  societal  issues  more  than  issues  of  confessional 
differences.  This  observation  will  need  to  be  tested  in  the 
international  arena  of  a consultation. 
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APPENDIX  IV 


MEETING  OF  LATIN  AMERICAN  COMMISSION  MEMBERS 
Buenos  Aires,  3-6  July  1979 

(Excerpts ) 


5.  Observations  on  Bangalore 


The  following  aspects  should  be  borne  in  mind: 

1.  There  were  too  many  changes  in  the  composition  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission.  For  example,  apart  from  two 
people,  all  other  members  in  the  Latin  American  group  were 
new.  Lukas  Vischer  explained  that  this  was  due  to  the 
renewal  of  the  Commission  approximately  every  seven  years. 

2.  The  document  presented  by  the  Latin  Americans  on  the 
Hope  Study  was  not  representative. 

3.  The  sections  according  to  continents  did  not  function  well. 

4.  The  meeting  place  was  very  isolated. 

5.  The  Latin  American  group  lacked  preparation.  It  was 
proposed  that  daily  evaluation  sessions  could  be  held  and 
sessions  at  times  with  other  groups  of  similar  interests 
and  perspectives. 

6.  It  was  obvious  that  there  existed  two  groups  representing 
two  different  theological  lines.  Lukas  Vischer  explained  that 
this  became  clear  also  in  the  reception  of  the  final  document 
on  hope. 

7.  Important  elements  of  the  meeting:  a)  visits  to  the  chur- 
ches; b)  visit  to  the  liturgical  and  catechetical  centre; 

c)  worship  during  the  meeting;  d)  final  document  on  hope. 


6.  Specific  Proposals 


The  general  consensus  is  that  we  should  avoid  creating  unneces- 
sary bureaucratic  organisms  which  do  not  help  to  accelerate  or 
make  more  efficient  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order  in  Latin 
America. 

Jorge  Pantelis  suggests  that  we  distribute  the  work  of  analy- 
sing the  documents  and  topics  which  will  be  dealt  with  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  plenary  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 
and  that  we  then  meet  as  a group  two  days  before  the  meeting 
to  prepare  ourselves  for  a more  intelligent  participation  in 
the  deliberations. 
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Lukas  Vischer  says  that,  although  this  is  a good  idea,  it 
eliminates  the  possibility  of  contributing  directly  to  the 
elaboration  of  the  preparatory  documents  which  by  the  date  of 
the  group's  meeting  will  already  be  in  their  final  form. 

After  some  decision  it  is  decided: 

6.1  to  solicit  the  Faith  and  Order  Standing  Commission  to 
encourage  the  holding  of  a consultation  in  accordance  with 
the  following  directives: 

(1)  Goals:  to  study  the  theme  of  Christian  unity  in 
Latin  America  offering  the  support  of  our  continent 
in  the  preparation  of  the  preparatory  documents 
for  the  next  plenary  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  and  preparing  ourselves  better  for  that 
meeting . 

Furthermore,  to  arrive  at  a significant  participation 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  other  ecclesiasti- 
cal groups  in  Latin  America  (especially  the  Pente- 
costals) . 

(2)  Participants:  Latin  American  Faith  and  Order  Com- 
mission members  (12) ; Latin  Americans  present  in 
Bangalore  (Hugo  Gonnet  and  Federico  Schafer) . To 
be  invited:  Altamira,  Boff,  Sobrino,  Klausen, 

Altmann,  Alejandro  Guachalla;  another  Pentecostal 
participant) 

(3)  Meeting  place  and  date:  Sao  Paulo,  8-11  July,  1980. 

(4)  Programme:  The  following  topics  and  procedures  are 
envisaged: 

(a)  The  Unity  of  the  Church  in  Latin  America 
Jose  Miguez-Bonino  will  prepare  a position  paper 
on  this  topic  in  which  the  status  quaestionis  as  a 
perspective  of  the  actual  ecumenical  situation  in 
Latin  America  will  be  mentioned.  The  paper  should 
be  ready  by  the  end  of  October  1979. 

(b)  The  document  will  be  sent  to  participants  who 
will  be  requested  to  send  their  comments  to 
Plutarco  Bonilla  by  January  31,  1980. 

(c)  Plutarco  Bonilla  will  compile  and  catalogue 
the  material  received  and,  adding  appropriate 
observations,  he  will  present  it  as  complementary 
material  for  the  consultation. 

(d)  Enquiry:  The  members  of  the  group  are  re- 
quested to  make  an  enquiry  among  the  ecclesiastical 
leaders  of  their  respective  countries  on  the 
ecumenical  situation,  on  the  basis  of  the  questions 
below.  It  is  very  much  hoped  that  this  will  be 

done  by  personal  interviews  and  not  by  correspondence. 
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The  largest  possible  number  of  churches  (denominations) 
should  be  addressed. 

Questionnaire : 

1.  How  does  your  Church  understand  the  unity  of 
Christians? 

2.  In  Lund  (1952),  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
made  the  following  affirmation:  "The  churches 
should  do  together  all  that  can  be  done  together, 
and  do  separately  only  that  which  must  be  done 
separately."  In  the  light  of  this  affirmation, 

2.1.  What  do  you  consider  should  be  done 
separately? 

2.2.  In  this  case,  what  are  the  profound 
differences  of  conviction  which  oblige  the 
churches  to  do  things  separately? 

2.3.  What  should  the  churches  do  together? 

3.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  possible  and  desirable 
to  overcome  these  differences  in  order  to  reach 
the  goal  of  unity?  If  yes,  how? 

(e)  The  findings  of  this  enquiry  should  be  sent  to 
Nelson  Kirst  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

(f)  The  second  part  of  the  meeting  will  be  devoted 
to  the  analysis  of  the  documents  on  baptism  and 
eucharist  which  will  have  been  revised  by  the  Faith 
and  Order  Standing  Commission.  (The  Secretariat  in 
Geneva  will  mail  these.) 

(g)  Jorge  Pantelis  and  Jaci  Marascin  will  be  res- 
ponsible for  the  organisation  of  the  meeting  from 
Sao  Paulo.  They  should  send  an  estimate  of  costs  to 
Lukas  Vischer. 

6.2.  Centres 

6.2.1.  The  World  Council  of  Churches  should  be  requested  to 
consider  the  following  places  and  institutions  as  strategic 
centres  where  all  material  published  by  the  WCC  should  be  kept 
and  catalogued. 

1.  Buenos  Aires:  ISEDET 

2.  Sao  Leopoldo:  Lutheran  Faculty 

3.  San  Jose:  Biblical  Seminary 

4.  Matanzas:  Evangelical  Seminary  of  Theology 

5.  Santiago:  Catholic  University 

Furthermore,  we  consider  it  useful  that  the  following  institu- 
tions should  be  supplied  with  these  publications: 

6.  Sao  Paulo:  Methodist  Faculty  Rudge  Ramos 

7.  Rio  de  Janeiro:  CEDI 

8.  Mexico:  Ibero-american  University 

9.  Kingston:  United  Theological  College 

10.  Santiago:  Theological  Community 

11.  Buenos  Aires:  San  Miguel 
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6.2.2  This  proposal  should  be  communicated  to  the  Directors 
of  the  relevant  institutions  so  that  their  agreement  may  be 
obtained. 

6.2.3  We  hope  that  the  establishment  of  these  centres  will 
imply  that  the  institutions  commit  themselves  to: 

1.  maintain  an  up-dated  catalogue  of  publications 
received 

2.  put  these  publications  at  the  disposal  of  all  those 
interested  (as  a regular  service  of  the  Library) 

3.  incorporate  the  use  of  this  material  into  the  teaching 
of  the  institution  in  appropriate  courses 

4.  diffuse  this  material  in  their  own  publications,  if 
possible 

5.  pay  - in  accordance  with  their  possibilities  - for  the 
materials  received. 

6.3  Incorporation  of  the  theme  of  ecumenism  in  the  curricula 
of  the  seminaries.  It  is  agreed: 

6.3.1  to  propose  to  the  Programme  on  Theological  Education 
that  they  send  a communication  to  all  executive  secretaries 
of  the  various  associations  of  theological  institutions  and 
to  the  relevant  organisations  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
in  which  they  recommend  that  they  contact  their  respective 
education  institutions  suggesting  that,  given  the  present 
situation  of  Christianity,  the  theme  of  ecumenism  should  be 
dealt  with  seriously  as  part  of  their  study  programmes  - with 
absolute  respect  for  the  positions  which  each  entity  will 
assume. 


6.3.2  that  these  institutions  are  informed  about  the 
availability  of  the  material  in  the  above-mentioned  centres. 

6.3.3  that  it  also  be  suggested  to  PTE  to  consider  the  possi- 
bility of  offering  to  interested  institutions  recommendations 
about  study  programmes  on  ecumenism  and  the  appropriate  docu- 
mentation. 

6.4  Publications:  Project  Title:  Spanish  Series  of  Ecumenical 
Texts. 

Purpose;  We  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a great  effort  must 
be  undertaken  to  spread  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order  into  the 
churches  and  thus  to  reach  their  active  participation  in  the 
work  of  the  Commission.  One  main  instrument  to  achieve  that 
goal  is  the  theological  formation  of  ministers  in  the  semina- 
ries. Besides,  of  course,  there  are  other  ways.  In  any 
case,  however,  the  basic  condition  for  the  involvement  of  the 
churches  is  the  availability  of  Faith  and  Order  material  in 
Spanish  and,  as  far  as  possible,  in  Portuguese.  Without 
that  condition,  any  other  effort  will  not  lead  very  far.  There- 
fore, we  suggest  that  Faith  and  Order  undertake  a project  whose 
description  follows. 
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Description:  The  series  should  give  out  volumes,  each  one 

concerning  an  important  theme  or  issue  studied  by  Faith  and 
Order.  Each  volume  should  present  a kind  of  "documented  hist- 
ory" of  a certain  theme.  The  themes  suggested  are:  unity, 
progress  on  consensus,  authoritative  teaching,  common  witness 
and  proselytism, church  and  society,  mixed  marriages,  major 
missionary  texts. 

Implementation:  We  suggest  that  Faith  and  Order 

(1)  provide  the  texts 

(2)  provide  the  translations 

(3)  explore  the  possibility  of  one  or  more  publishing 
houses  assuming  the  publication  of  the  whole  series. 

6.4.2  Jose  Miguez-Bonino  will  find  out  the  possibility  of 
the  Bibliografia  Teologica  Comentada  devoting  a section  to 
materials  published  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission. 

6.4.3  It  is  agreed  to  ask  the  World  Council  of  Churches 

(1)  to  send  the  Pentecost  message  also  in  Spanish 
(to  avoid  the  proliferation  of  various  versions) 

(2)  to  publish  material  in  Spanish  of  popular  character 
on  what  the  WCC  is,  its  history  etc.  and  to  include 
information  on  Faith  and  Order 

(3)  that  in  further  editions  of  Ecumenical  Terminology 
a guide  to  all  ecumenical  organisations  (WCC  and 
non-WCC)  in  Latin  America  be  included 

(4)  that  in  Testimonio  Cristiano  (equivalent  of  One 
World)  materials  of  Faith  and  Order  be  published, 
if  at  all  possible. 

6.5  Next  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Plenary  Commission 

It  is  agreed  to  propose  to  the  Faith  and  Order  Standing  Commis- 
sion that  it  consider  the  possibility  of  holding  the  next  plenary 
Commission  in  Latin  America  and  that,  in  conjunction  with 
that  meeting,  the  possibility  be  explored  of  planning  other 
activities  - either  in  the  same  country  or  in  neighbouring 
countries . 

We  feel  that,  if  this  proposal  is  accepted,  it  will  allow  us 
to  take  account  of  the  Latin  American  participation  in  the 
Commission  and  especially  the  participation  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  which  was  limited  in  Bangalore.  (We  suggest 
that  since  one  of  the  delegates  at  present  does  not  reside 
in  Latin  America,  the  Catholic  delegation  be  reviewed.) 

Brazil  is  mentioned  as  a possible  country  for  the  meeting. 

If  this  were  to  be  considered,  the  contact  address  would  be 
CEDI.  Activities  which  might  be  planned  in  connection  with 
the  event  would  include:  "encuentros"  (with  different  groups, 
according  to  interest),  visiting  the  "comunidades  de  base", 
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visits  of  various  pastoral  types,  visits  of  the  theologians 
of  the  Commission  to  various  theological  institutes  in  Latin 
America. 

6.6.  Levels  of  ecumenical  dialogue 

6.6.1  A future  topic  of  study  for  this  group:  "The  future 
of  minority  churches  over  against  a majority  church"  (actual 
situation,  common  witness). 

6.6.2  The  following  letter  should  be  sent  to  the  Latin 
American  Council  of  Churches: 


July  30,  1979 


Dear  Bishop  Pagura, 

From  July  3-6,  the  Latin  American  members  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  met  in 
Buenos  Aires;  invited  also  were  other  participants  from 
Latin  America  who  took  part  in  the  Bangalore  meeting  last  year 
and  representatives  from  Argentinian  churches , the  FAIE  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  As  you  know,  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  - one  of  the  largest  in  the  WCC  since,  apart  from 
the  member  churches, the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  Lutheran 
Church  (Missouri  Synod)  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  are 
also  represented  - mainly  deals  with  topics  related  to 
the  unity  of  the  Church.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  in  Buenos 
Aires  was  to  evaluate,  in  the  perspective  of  Latin  America, 
the  Bangalore  meeting  and  to  see  how  we  could  better  contribute 
to  the  work  of  the  Commission  and,  even  more  important,  to  ask 
ourselves  where  lie  the  significant  and  relevant  aspects  for 
the  churches  in  Latin  America  concerning  the  unity  work  in 
which  the  Commission  is  involved. 

When  we  considered  this  subject,  we  also  had  to  reflect  on  the 
problems  of  the  unity  of  the  churches  in  our  own  region.  As 
this  is  undoubtedly  a central  topic  and  task  of  CLAI , it  seem- 
ed a good  idea  to  offer  - through  your  good  offices  as  President 
of  the  "comision  directiva"  - some  of  the  reflections  voiced 
in  our  meeting  in  the  hope  that  they  might  prove  useful  for 
your  important  task  on  which  so  many  hopes  are  placed.  We 
are  at  your  disposal  for  clarification  of  the  notes  which  we 
send  you  or  for  any  other  kind  of  collaboration  which  CLAI 
may  consider  appropriate,  although  you  must  keep  in  mind  that 
we  who  have  met  in  Buenos  Aires  do  not  constitute  any  com- 
mission or  organism,  but  rather  an  occasional  coming  together 
of  participants  of  a WCC  Commission. 

One  of  the  things  which  seemed  important  to  us  was  to  characterize 
the  different  aspects  which  the  dialogue  on  unity  - what  we 
could  call  the  ecumenical  problematic  - brings  in  our  midst. 

In  this  sense  it  seemed  to  us  that  one  could  distinguish  at 
least  five  areas  of  possible  dialogue  and  ecumenical  tasks 
with  various  possibilities  and  difficulties  which  merit  parti- 
cular attention: 


64 


(1)  On  the  one  hand,  we  have  evangelical  churches  which, 
because  of  theological  affinities,  long  collaboration  and  other 
historical  circumstances,  are  faced  with  the  possibility  of 

an  organic  union  and  therefore  have  to  study  questions  of 
doctrine  and  liturgy,  the  sacraments,  ministry  and  organisation 
raised  by  the  search  for  unity.  This  is  not  a closed  circle, 
but  on  the  contrary  a constant  invitation  to  other  churches 
which  wish  to  explore  such  lines  of  relationship. 

(2)  Then  we  have  a still  larger  number  of  evangelical  churches, 
many  of  them  linked  to  federations  and  councils,  which,  al- 
though at  present  do  not  understand  the  search  for  unity  as 

a step  towards  organic  union  or  see  this  union  in  another  form, 
work  together  in  diverse  aspects  of  their  mission  - evangeliza- 
tion, service,  defense  of  religious  liberty,  certain  pastoral 
matters.  They  would  surely  be  strengthened  in  these  under- 
takings by  studies  which  inform  them  about  what  is  going  on 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  and/or  which  deepen  the  theological 
and  practical  aspects  of  the  tasks  in  which  they  are  involved. 

We  are  joyful  and  grateful  to  God  that  the  participation  of 
Pentecostal  churches  and  communities  is  becoming  ever  more 
great  and  ever  more  intense.  We  feel  that  these  deserve 
mention  because  they  undoubtedly  represent  one  of  the  most 
significant  evangelical  movements  on  our  continent  in  number 
as  well  as  in  vitality.  Ecumenical  relations  need  to  be 
enriched  by  supporting  this  movement.  With  its  particular 
characteristics,  the  pentecostal  movement  calls  for  considera- 
tion of  theological  topics  of  utmost  importance. 

(3)  It  is  important  to  remember  the  existence  in  Latin 
America,  and  the  considerable  increase  in  certain  countries,  of 
ethnic  churches  of  the  indios  - in  some  cases  quite  numerous  - 
belonging  to  distinct  denominations  but  having  their  own  life 
and  characteristic  worship,  spirituality,  conception  of  faith. 
They  include  forms  of  organisation  which  are  common  to  them  and 
which  undoubtedly  stem  from  their  common  ethnic  and  cultural 
roots.  Often,  it  can  be  noted  that  they  have  a great  sense 

of  unity  and  community  as  ethnic  churches,  although  they  come 
from  different  denominations.  This  seems  to  us  to  be  of 
ecumenical  significance  and  merits  attention  and  support. 

The  Christians  of  other  ethnic  groups  on  our  continent  (parti- 
cularly the  whites)  have  a great  debt  towards  these  brothers, 
heirs  to  the  true  "duenos  de  casa"  in  our  lands.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  themselves  must  determine  their  own  confessional 
and  ecclesiastical  future.  It  would  be  a blessing  if  this  could 
occur  in  the  framework  of  an  open  ecumenical  relationship,  at 
the  same  time  authentic  and  respected. 

(4)  During  the  last  ten  years,  in  Latin  America  as  in  the 
rest  of  the  world,  the  ecumenical  dialogue  has  included  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  In  this  sense,  UNELAM  as  well  as  the 
recent  Assembly  in  Oaxtepec  has  maintained  significant  re- 
lations. This  is  a relatively  recent  aspect  of  ecumenism 
for  Latin  America  and  requires  some  reflection  on  our  part 
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so  that  a sincere,  meaningful  and  true  relation  to  the  truth 
of  the  Gospel  can  render  its  best  fruits.  Therefore,  we  need 
not  only  a better  and  more  exact  mutual  knowledge  but  also 
studies  of  the  more  exciting  subjects  coming  up  in  Latin 
America  in  this  connection. 

(5)  Although  it  belongs  to  a different  kind  of  relationships, 
we  cannot  leave  out  some  consideration  of  the  dialogue  with 
the  Jewish  community  which  is  rather  intense  in  some  countries, 
as  much  in  the  properly  religious  sense  (a  new,  significant 
literature  has  emerged)  as  in  the  common  defence  of  religious 
liberty  and  the  cooperation  on  topics  of  service. 

(6)  Finally  we  note  the  presence  and  activity  in  Latin  America 
of  a large  number  of  sects,  some  of  them  relatively  close  to 
the  common  evangelical  message,  others  (such  as  the  Church  of 
the  Holy  of  the  Last  Days  - Iglesia  de  los  Santos  do  los  Ul- 
timos  Dias)  in  which  this  message  can  be  distinguished  only 
with  difficulty.  We  must  recognize  sincerely  that  this  creates 
some  difficulty  and  confusion,  especially  in  the  dialogue 

with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  in  the  task  proper  of 
evangelization  in  our  churches.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not 
enough  to  assume  a critical,  polemical  attitude  - even  if 
this  were  necessary  for  pastoral  reasons.  We  must  recognize 
that  religious  communities  change  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  can  be  at  work  equally  in  them  also.  And  we  can  see 
that  the  emergence  and  increase  of  sects  is  sometimes  an 
answer  - even  if  erroneous  or  distorted  - to  the  necessities  and 
challenges  to  which  our  churches  have  not  known  the  answers. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  pass  judgments  or  to  determine  an 
ecumenical  programme  , but  rather  to  describe  the  situation  as 
we  see  it,  knowing  that  it  is  an  incomplete  and  imperfect 
description.  But  it  seems  to  us  that  it  proposes  to  those 
who  have  heard  and  answered  the  call  of  the  Lord  to  unity 
(and  this  is  surely  the  vocation  of  CLAI)  a wide  range  of 
tasks.  Among  these,  given  the  character  of  the  Commission 
we  belong  to,  we  felt  that  there  was  need  to  study  some 
topics  of  specifically  theological  order,  as  well  as  to  put 
at  the  disposal  of  a larger  circle  information  which  may 
serve  to  deepen  the  process  of  unity  in  the  various  aspects 
already  mentioned. 

- conversations  on  unity  in  order  to  solve  problems  re- 
lated to  union  negotiations  (e.g.  baptism,  eucharist, 
ministry,  etc.) 

- theological  and  pastoral  topics  in  common  work  and  wit- 
ness: evangelization,  service  in  society,  mutual 
recognition  of  ministry,  baptism,  etc. 

- ecumenical  relations  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
at  the  world  level:  how  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
questions  of  education,  mixed  marriages,  baptism, 
proselytism,  common  witness  are  faced. 
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- the  process  of  Latin  American  Catholicism:  problems 
and  possibilities 

- sects:  doctrinal,  historical  and  pastoral  aspects 

- ethnic  churches:  emergence,  characteristics,  rela- 
tionships 

- the  nature  of  councils  and  federations:  their  relation 
in  the  search  for  unity  (experiences  in  other  parts  of 
the  world:  study  and  evaluation  of  our  Latin  American 
experience) 

Certainly  most  of  these  topics  have  already  entered  into  the 
process  of  reflection  within  your  commission.  With  this  letter 
we  wish  simply  to  inform  you  of  the  findings  of  our  small 
consultation  as  a contribution  to  a task  and  vocation  which 
are  common  to  all  of  us. 

With  all  good  wishes. 


Plutarco  Bonilla 


Jose  Miguez-Bonino 


■ 


APPENDIX  V 


ONE  IN  FAITH  AND  WITNESS 

The  Search  for  Visible  Unity  in  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement 


Purpose:  to  show  the  relevance  and  continuing 
urgency  of  the  search  for  visible 
unity  in  one  faith  and  one  eucharistic 
fellowship 

to  give  the  history  of  the  concept 
"conciliar  fellowship"  in  the  ecu- 
menical movement  and  to  summarize 
the  present  state  of  the  debate 

- to  discuss  the  way  ahead 


Preface 


From  the  very  beginning  the  churches  had  to  clarify  their 
common  goal  in  the  ecumenical  movement.  Each  church  starts 
from  different  presuppositions.  In  order  to  move  ahead  to- 
gether they  need  to  develop  at  least  a partial  common  under- 
standing of  the  unity  of  the  Church. 

Unity  has  been  given  by  God  in  Christ.  It  exists.  There  is 
no  need  to  create  it  by  human  efforts.  In  every  new  situation, 
it  needs  to  be  manifested  afresh.  Unity,  therefore,  requires 
a constant  struggle.  Throughout  history  its  full  manifestation 
has  been  threatened  by  all  kinds  of  tensions,  conflicts  and 
divisions . 

There  are  two  major  challenges  to  the  unity  of  the  Church. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  historically  grown  "confessional"  divi- 
sions; on  the  other  hand,  the  pressures  on  the  unity  of  the 
Church  which  arise  from  the  encounter  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
Church  with  the  contemporary  world.  The  Church  has  to  face 
both  challenges  at  the  same  time.  On  the  one  hand,  unity 
needs  to  be  "restored"  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  needs  to  be 
maintained.  The  tasks  must  not  be  played  one  against  the 
other.  Often  the  view  is  held  that  historical  divisions 
"do  not  matter";  the  churches  have  to  give  together  primary 
attention  to  their  witness  today  and  overcome  the  dividing 
lines  which  develop  today.  This  approach  is  as  shortsighted 
as  the  other  view  that  the  search  for  unity  was  exclusively 
concerned  with  the  historical  differences  between  the  churches. 
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Over  the  last  two  decades,  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  has 
developed  the  notion  of  "conciliar  fellowship".  It  is  an 
attempt  to  offer  a concept  of  unity  which  responds  equally 
to  both  aspects  of  the  search  for  unity. 

The  search  for  unity  has  reached  a crucial  stage.  Many 
issues  have  been  clarified.  The  question  is  now  how  the  chur- 
ches are  to  move  forward. 

A.  One  in  Each  Place  - One  in  All  Places 


- The  Church's  unity  is  rooted  in  Christ.  Brief 
interpretation  of  his  prayer  for  the  disciples  (John  17). 

- The  Church  is  both  catholic  and  apostolic.  Catholic: 
sharing  through  the  power  of  the  Spirit  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  God's  gifts  in  Christ.  Apostolic:  dependent 
on  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  by  the  apostles  and 
all  subsequent  generations;  sent  today  to  announce  the 
presence  of  the  crucified  and  risen  Christ. 

- Unity  is  to  be  manifested  primarily  in  each  place. 

God's  reconciling  power  brings  together  people  wherever 
they  live.  They  are  called  to  form  "a  fully  committed" 
and  "witnessing"  community. 

- The  Church  is  at  the  same  time  the  communion  of  the 
churches  in  all  places.  They  are  called  to  fulfil 
together  a universal  mission. 

- To  be  a sign  of  God's  reconciling  power  in  Christ  the 
Church  needs  to  be  visibly  one.  The  unity  which  the 
churches  are  to  reach  needs  to  overcome  their  present 
visible  division. 

1 . Unity  in  life  situations 

As  the  Church  seeks  to  witness  to  the  Gospel,  its  unity  is 

strained.  There  are  two  dangers.  It  can  succumb  without 

sufficient  resistance  to  barriers  dividing  its  members  or  it 

can  hide  behind  false  unity. 

Some  illustrations  of  conflicts  encountered  by  the  churches: 

a)  Different  approaches  to  the  social  and  political  impli- 
cations of  the  Gospel 

b)  True  communion  and  racial  discrimination 

c)  Different  approaches  to  other  religions 

d)  Poverty  and  richness  in  the  Church 

e)  Community  of  women  and  men  in  the  Church 
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2 . Unity  across  confessional  barriers 


As  the  churches  respond  to  challenges  of  this  kind  they  be- 
come painfully  aware  how  deeply  they  are  still  divided  by  their 
historical  differences.  Though  much  has  been  achieved  in  re- 
ducing the  exclusive  character  of  divisions,  unity  across  con- 
fessional barriers  is  still  far  from  reached. 

As  the  churches  respond  to  contemporary  issues  and  conflicts 
they  need  to  make  use  of  the  resources  of  their  tradition. 
Easily  the  struggle  can  result  in  a new  emphasis  of  "con- 
fessional identities". 

The  search  for  breakthroughs  has  therefore  to  continue. 

Two  aspects : 

a)  discussions  on  issues  of  faith  and  order 

b)  in  order  to  manifest  unity  "in  each  place  and  in  all 
places",  each  tradition  needs  to  renew  itself,  e.g. 

- new  appreciation  of  participation  of  all  members 
in  the  life  of  the  church 

- new  forms  of  worship 

- new  assessment  of  church-state  relations 

Rediscover  together  the  Tradition  and  create  a tradition  of 
unity  within  the  divided  traditions . 


3 . Invoking  the  Holy  Spirit 

The  manifestation  of  unity  is  a gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

As  Christians  of  different  traditions  invoke  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  communion  begins  to  grow  and  to  penetrate  the  existing 
traditions . 

The  importance  of  a common  emphasis  and  understanding  of 
pneumatology . 


B.  Conciliar  Fellowship 


The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  has  always  been  concerned  with 
developing  common  concepts  of  unity.  Reference  to  so-called 
Toronto  statement  "The  Church,  the  churches  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches".  The  attempt  of  the  Third  Assembly  to 
offer  a common  description  of  the  "unity  we  seek"  (New  Delhi 
statement).  For  a description  to  be  adequate,  it  needs  to 
provide  a vision  ofr  the  goal;  it  needs  to  offer  a picture  which 
is  at  the  same  time  sufficiently  precise  to  allow  common  action 
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by  the  churches  and  sufficiently  large  as  not  to  violate  the 
theological  and  ecclesiological  convictions  of  the  churches. 

Behind  the  concept  of  the  unity  of  the  Church  as  "conciliar 
fellowship"  is  the  idea  that  the  Church  needs,  from  time  to 
time,  representative  assemblies  to  solve  new  problems  and 
to  maintain  the  communion  of  the  Church.  The  churches  should 
work  towards  such  an  assembly  which  would  be  the  expression  of 
their  unity  in  Christ. 

The  concept  "conciliar  fellowship"  points  to  three  aspects: 

- the  need  for  the  churches  to  proclaim  together  the 
Gospel  for  today's  world 

- to  agree  on  the  basic  requirements  for  the  unity  of 
the  one  Church 

- to  acquire  a new  quality  of  fellowship 


a)  ...  to  proclaim  together  the  Gospel  in  today's  world. 

The  assembly  which  will  bring  together  representatives  from  the 
churches  will  provide  the  opportunity  to  take  up  issues  which 
are  relevant  for  the  Christian  witness  today. 

b)  ...  to  agree  on  the  basic  requirements  for  the  unity  of 
the  Church.  More  and  more  it  is  becoming  clear  that  for  the 
Church  to  live  and  witness  in  unity  a common  mind  needs  to 
be  reached  in  the  following  areas: 

i)  common  expression  of  the  apostolic  faith 

ii)  agreement  on  baptism,  the  eucharist  and  the  ministry 

iii)  structures  of  consultation  and  common  decision-making 

Open  question  : How  much  detail  on  these  three 
requirements? 

c)  ...  to  acquire  a new  quality  of  fellowship.  Councils 
are  called  when  they  are  needed;  they  are  not  part  of  a 
"programme".  But  the  Church  should  always  be  in  a position 

to  hold  a council.  Therefore,  it  requires  a "conciliar  fellow- 
ship", i.e.  a fellowship  which  is  capable  of  holding  a council. 
What  does  this  new  quality  mean?  A few  illustrations: 

i)  ending  hostilities,  lifting  condemnations,  forming 
a communion  of  mutual  intercession 

ii)  a new  ability  of  sharing  in  different  spiritualities 
and  ways  of  worship;  acceptance  of  wide  diversity 

iii)  a new  commitment  to  the  universal  calling  of  the 
Church 

iv)  respect  for  ethnic  and  linguistic  minorities 

v)  develop  sustaining  relationships  through  new  ways 
of  sharing  resources 
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C.  How  did  the  Concept  of  "Conciliar  Fellowship"  Develop? 


1 . A brief  history  of  the  debate  in  the  Faith  and  Order 

Commission 


The  main  stages  are  the  following: 

a)  The  renewal  of  conciliar  practice  in  the  ecumenical 
movement  and  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

b)  New  Delhi  - Montreal:  the  general  request  to  look  into 
the  matter. 

c)  Oxford  - Bad  Gastein  (1965  and  1966) : the  study  of  the 
conciliar  process  in  the  early  church. 

d)  Bristol  (1967)  : emphasis  on  catholicity  - minor  attention 
to  conciliar  fellowship. 

e)  Uppsala  (1968) : report  on  catholicity  - reference  to 
conciliar  fellowship. 

f ) Canterbury  (1969)  : the  need  for  a more  dynamic  under- 
standing of  the  unity  of  the  Church. 

g)  Louvain  (1971) : the  first  statement  on  conciliar 
fellowship. 

h)  Utrecht  (1972) : the  concept  acquires  wider  currency. 

i)  Salamanca  (1973) : the  deepening  of  the  concept. 

j)  Accra  (1974):  preparing  for  the  Assembly. 

k)  Nairobi  (1975) : the  report  on  conciliar  fellowship. 

l)  The  debate  since  Nairobi. 

2 . Issues  arising  from  the  debate  in  recent  years 

a)  How  is  the  relationship  to  be  understood  between  the 
Trinity  and  the  unity  of  the  Church?  The  Nairobi  report 
makes  an  attempt  to  describe  the  Trinity  as  the  ultimate  model 
of  conciliar  life.  How  is  this  attempt  to  be  viewed? 

b)  Conciliar  fellowship:  the  way?  or  the  goal?  Clear  that 
the  term  points  to  the  goal.  But  does  it  exclusively  point  to 
the  goal?  The  danger  of  "confessionalizing"  the  term. 

c)  Continuity  in  history.  The  Church  has  never  ceased  to 
exist.  The  churches  cannot  come  together  as  if  it  had  ceased 
to  exist.  True  unity  can  be  reached  only  if  all  the  churches 
recognize  one  another  as  being  part  of  one  Tradition. 


d)  Two  doubts  expressed:  organic  union  - reconciled  diversity. 
On  the  one  side,  for  those  defending  the  concept  "organic  union" 
the  concept  of  "conciliar  fellowship"  gives  the  impression  of 
being  too  loose  and  not  sufficiently  demanding.  On  the  other 
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side,  the  fear  is  expressed  that  the  identity  of  confessional 
traditions  could  be  lost;  for  this  reason  the  concept  "re- 
conciled diversity"  has  been  proposed. 

Cf.  the  attempt  to  explain  the  difference  between  the  three 
terms  in  the  report  of  the  "First  Forum  on  Bilateral  Con- 
versations " . 

e)  The  proposed  goal  of  conciliar  fellowship  obscures  the 
sharpness  of  the  confrontations  in  today's  world.  It  gives 
the  impression  that  all  conflicts  can  be  reconciled.  In  fact, 
this  is  not  the  case.  Many  conflicts  must  rather  be  sharpened 
than  reconciled.  The  Church  is  called  to  be  on  one  side  of 
the  conflict  rather  than  to  mediate  between  the  positions. 

How  can  the  concept  be  so  interpreted  that  the  solidarity  of 
the  Church  for  the  poor  will  not  be  weakened? 

Though  these  and  similar  points  require  further  clarification, 
the  concept  offers  already  a common  framework  to  the  churches. 
In  future,  they  need  to  give  primary  attention  to  the  obstacles 
standing  in  the  way  of  full  communion.  The  task  is  not  so 
much  the  further  refinement  of  general  concepts  but  rather 
persistent  common  work  on  the  "agenda"  which  the  concept 
raises  for  the  churches. 


D.  The  Way  Ahead 


Close  attention  needs  to  be  given  to  the  way  which  may  lead 
to  the  goal.  Conceptual  clarification  does  not  yet  bring 
about  unity.  The  churches  can  reach  unity  only  through  a 
process  of  growing  together. 

There  is  an  interaction  between  the  way  and  the  goal.  The  vi- 
sion of  the  goal  serves  as  inspiration  for  steps  on  the  way 
to  unity.  As  the  churches  advance  on  the  way,  their  vision  of 
the  goal  will  be  modified  - it  will  become  more  precise;  it 
will  include  new  aspects,  etc. 

To  advance  towards  unity,  it  is  essential  for  the  churches  to 
form  a fellowship  in  which,  though  still  divided,  they  share 
their  traditions,  their  lives  and  their  witness. 

As  they  engage  in  such  a fellowship  they  will  rediscover  the 
Tradition  which  already  exists  among  them.  Growing  into  unity 
can  be  interpreted  as  a process  of  a new  common  reception 
of  the  Tradition.  It  can  also  be  seen  as  joining  in  the 
venture  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel  in  new  and  unexpected 
ways . 
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How  can  the  churches  grow  into  unity? 

a)  Mutual  support  in  confessing  the  Gospel 

The  churches  will  come  closer  to  each  other  when  they  share 
their  witness  to  the  Gospel  and  accept  "mutual  correction". 

In  this  connection  it  would  be  important  to  offer  a brief 
analysis  of  the  study  "Giving  Account  of  the  Hope". 

b)  The  continuation  of  doctrinal  dialogue 

- Though  many  issues  have  been  clarified,  the  agenda  has  not 
yet  been  exhausted. 

The  dialogue  needs  to  continue  in  the  united  Church. 

c)  A concerted  effort 


There  is  need  to  regard  all  efforts  to  advance  on  the  way 
to  unity  as  part  of  the  same  task.  The  various  efforts 
need  to  "assist  each  other". 

The  role  of  bilateral  conversations. 

The  role  of  union  negotiations  and  united  churches. 

The  role  of  councils. 

The  role  of  local  ecumenism. 

d)  Reception  of  agreements 

From  theological  conversations  to  decisions  by  the  churches. 

Ways  of  integrating  agreements  in  the  life  of  the  Church 
(liturgy,  etc . ) . 

e)  Affirming  the  communion  already  existing  among  the 

churches 


Giving  expression  to  the  communion  already  existing. 
Serving  people  living  in  "transconf essional"  situations. 
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APPENDIX 


VI 


PROPOSALS  OF  THE  STEERING  GROUP  FOR  THE  REVISION  OF  THE 
AGREED  STATEMENTS  ON  BAPTISM,  THE  EUCHARIST  AND  THE  MINISTRY 


A.  General  Reflection  on  the  Revision 


1.  The  revision  will  be  made  with  a view  to  presenting  the 
texts  to  the  churches  for  a further  reaction.  As  far  as  pos- 
sible, it  will  be  made  in  consultation  with  the  churches.  The 
responses  of  the  churches  to  the  agreed  statements  (Faith 

and  Order  Paper  No.  73)  will  be  taken  into  account.  On  some 
points  fresh  study  work  will  need  to  be  undertaken.  On  other 
points  consultations  will  need  to  be  held  with  groups  which 
have  expressed  special  concerns. 

2.  The  revised  text  will  be  addressed  to  the  churches  with 
a number  of  questions  to  guide  the  elaboration  of  their 
response.  The  following  questions  might  be  asked: 

- To  what  extent  is  the  teaching  of  your  church  reflected 
in  the  revised  statements? 

- Does  the  revised  text  provide  a sufficient  consensus 
for  the  mutual  recognition  of  baptism,  the  eucharist 
and  the  ministry? 

- If  not,  which  points  require  further  elaboration? 

- What  steps  can  be  undertaken  by  your  own  church  to 
facilitate  the  consensus  among  the  churches? 

3.  In  revising  the  agreed  statements,  a distinction  should  be 
made  between  common  affirmations  and  a brief  commentary.  The 
affirmations  are  to  indicate  the  common  ground;  the  commentary 
should  offer  some  explanations  and  point  to  differences  which 
can  be  accepted  within  the  same  communion. 

4.  The  revised  text  will  be  preceded  by  a new  introduction. 

It  will  include  the  following  points:  description  of  the  process 
of  consensus-building  (process  of  convergence  towards  con- 
sensus) , stressing  the  fact  that  the  process  takes  place  within 
the  experience  of  growing  communion  among  the  churches  and 
seeks  to  give  expression  to  this  communion,  explaining  the  status 
and  authority  of  the  text,  discussing  the  relationship  between 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  Faith  and  Order  and  the  churches. 


5.  The  revised  text  will  have  a section  on  the  "common 
expression  of  the  apostolic  faith".  The  section  will  include: 

- reference  to  the  common  basis  of  the  churches  in 
Scriptures  and  Tradition,  the  place  of  creeds  in  the 
Tradition  (in  this  connection  the  filioque  issue) ; 

- need  for  constantly  renewed  articulation  of  the 
apostolic  faith  and  common  ways  of  working  on  such 
articulation ; 

- offering  one  or  several  affirmations  of  faith  to  aid 
in  the  process  of  growing  together  (suggestion  of  the 
meeting  in  Bangalore  to  use  Ephesians  1:3-14  will  need 
to  be  discussed;  possibility  of  liturgical  affirmation 
of  faith) . 


B.  Areas  of  Fresh  Ecumenical  Research 


1.  Baptism  and  confirmation.  Many  replies  from  the  churches 
pointed  to  unclarities  and  difficulties  in  this  area.  Many 
churches  have  no  clear  views  on  the  relationship.  How  can  the 
consensus  contribute  to  a clearer  common  understanding?  How 
can  the  mutual  recognition  of  baptism  be  extended  to  the  mutual 
recognition  of  confirmation? 

Method:  A theologian  to  be  invited  to  produce  a status 

quaestionis  paper  which  will  be  shared  for  reaction 
with  a number  of  experts. 

2.  Episcopate  and  episcopacy.  The  agreed  statements  did  not 
deal  in  detail  with  the  episcope  and  episcopacy;  can  more 

be  said  in  the  new  text?  An  attempt  should  be  made. 

Method  of  study:  A survey  should  be  established  on  the 

discussion  of  the  issue  in  recent  years.  Later  a 
study  commission  should  be  appointed  to  meet  twice, 
once  in  1979  and  a second  time  in  1980. 

3.  Ordination  of  women.  Issue  to  be  studied  in  the  frame- 
work of  the  study  on  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the 
Church;  consultation  to  be  convened  in  summer  1979. 


C.  Deepening  Consensus  Through  Special  Efforts 


Suggestions : 

1.  Asia:  ask  a number  of  specialists  on  liturgical  renewal 

in  Asia  to  discuss  consensus. 

2.  Africa:  consultation  with  small  number  of  African  theo- 

logians in  connection  with  meeting  of  United  Churches. 
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3.  Discuss  plans  for  revision  of  agreed  statements  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Forum  on  Bilateral  Conversations  (June 
1979) . 

4.  Contact  World  Confessional  Families  and  request  their  help 
in  establishing  closer  relationship  with  churches.  Example: 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation  has  agreed  to  examine  all  Luther- 
an replies  and  communicate  with  its  member  churches  about 

the  process. 

5.  Consultation  with  Baptists.  Organized  by  the  Faith  and 
Order  Secretariat,  held  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  March  28- 
April  1,  1979. 

6.  Consultation  with  Eastern  Orthodox  theologians  (see  report 
in  Appendix  VII) . 

7.  United  Churches:  there  are  plans  for  a second  meeting  of 
representatives  of  united  churches.  The  issue  could  be 
placed  on  the  agenda. 

8.  Pentecostal  - is  there  a possibility  of  discussing  the 
issue  of  baptism  and  the  eucharist  at  a meeting  with  Pente- 
costals  in  Latin  America? 

9.  In  addition  to  the  discussion  on  the  ordination  of  women 
issue,  there  may  be  need  for  an  evaluation  of  the  agreed  state- 
ments by  a group  of  women  theologians. 


D.  Publications 


The  following  publications  are  to  be  envisaged: 

1 . The  revised  agreed  statements 

These  should  be  published  in  simple  form  - aiming  at  the 
widest  possible  circulation. 

2 . Volume  giving  theological  background  of  the  statements 

The  agreements  will  become  fully  alive  only  if  they  are  ex- 
plained in  some  detail.  The  revised  agreed  statements,  how- 
ever, should  not  be  overloaded  with  explanations.  A separate 
volume  is  to  be  envisaged  addressed  to  theologians  and  any 
person  asking  for  a more  detailed  account  of  the  process. 

Content:  - the  nature  of  consensus 

- explanation  of  the  section  on  apostolic  faith 

- place  of  sacraments  in  the  life  of  the  churches 

- explaining  how  differences  in  the  field  of  baptism 

were  dealt  with. 
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- explaining  how  differences  in  the  field  of  ministry 

were  dealt  with 

- reflections  on  reception. 

3 . Documentary  material 

Handbook  containing  the  agreed  statements  and  all  agreements 
reached  in  bilateral  conversations  at  the  world  level.  An 
index  of  subjects  will  be  appended.  The  book  will  be  edited 
by  Professor  Harding  Meyer  and  Dr  Lukas  Vischer  and  published 
as  a Faith  and  Order  Paper. 

4 . Supporting  booklets 

In  order  to  widen  the  basis  of  the  consensus  process,  a series 
of  supporting  booklets  is  envisaged.  They  will  examine  the 
consensus  under  different  aspects  and  accordingly  be  addressed 
to  different  constituencies  (liturgists,  educationalists, 
etc . ) . 

a)  On  baptism:  containing  liturgical  material  from  various 
churches  suggesting  ways  of  celebrating  baptism  in  an  ecu- 
menical context,  reflections  on  baptismal  spirituality. 

b)  On  the  eucharist:  similar  in  content  (author  Geoffrey 
Wainwright) . Schedule:  first  draft  to  be  ready  in  May  1979. 

c)  On  the  ministry:  similar  in  content. 

d)  On  the  catechetical  implications  of  the  consensus : How 
does  the  consensus  touch  upon  the  official  teaching  of 
the  Church?  How  can  churches  teach  more  adequately  about 
the  teaching  of  other  churches?  What  common  approaches 
in  catechesis  are  possible.  Publication  to  be  prepared 
jointly  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  and  the  sub-unit 
on  Education  (Ulrich  Becker) . 

e)  Texts  on  the  mutual  recognition  of  baptism,  prepared  by 
Nils  Ehrenstrom  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  90) . 

f)  Publication  on  Children's  Communion. 

These  supporting  booklets  should  all  be  published  as  Faith 
and  Order  Papers.  They  should  be  given  the  same  cover  in 
order  to  make  clear  that  they  belong  to  the  same  series. 
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APPENDIX  VII 


CONSULTATION  OF  ORTHODOX  THEOLOGIANS 
on  the  Revision  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Statements 
"ONE  BAPTISM,  ONE  EUCHARIST  AND  A MUTUALLY  RECOGNIZED  MINISTRY" 

Chambesy,  May  31-June  2,  1979 


In  1974,  at  its  meeting  in  Accra,  the  Faith  and  Order  Com- 
mission decided  to  submit  to  the  churches  the  statement  "One 
Baptism,  One  Eucharist  and  a Mutually  Recognized  Ministry" 

(Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  73) . The  Nairobi  Assembly  confirm- 
ed this  decision  and  asked  the  churches  to  respond  to  the  state- 
ment by  the  end  of  1976.  Over  a hundred  churches  sent  in  their 
replies;  several  Orthodox  churches  examined  the  statement 
very  closely  and  formulated  detailed  comments  on  the  texts. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  is  now  faced  with  the  task  of 
revising  the  drafts  in  the  light  of  the  churches'  suggestions. 

After  careful  evaluation  of  all  replies  (see  "Towards  an  Ecu- 
menical Consensus  : Baptism,  Eucharist,  Ministry",  Faith 
and  Order  Paper  No.  84,  Geneva  1977),  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  discussed  plans  for  the  revision  of  the  texts  at 
its  meeting  in  Bangalore  (1978)  . Guidelines  were  worked  out 
and  a small  steering  group  was  entrusted  with  carrying  out 
the  revision.  This  group  met  twice,  first  in  November  1978 
and  the  second  time  in  May  1979.  At  these  two  meetings 
provisional  agreement  was  reached  on  the  general  outline  of 
the  revised  version  and  new  drafts  of  the  chapters  on  baptism 
and  the  eucharist  were  worked  out. 

Obviously,  much  work  still  remains  to  be  done.  The  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  is  determined  to  undertake  this  work 
in  close  consultation  with  the  churches.  There  is  both  the 
need  of  sharing  the  problems  of  the  revision  with  the  churches 
and  of  profiting  from  their  advice  and  contribution.  Therefore, 
the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  envisages  a number  of  consulta- 
tions which  will  provide  the  opportunity  to  discuss  in  detail 
certain  aspects  of  the  task. 

The  meeting  with  Orthodox  theologians  is  to  be  understood 
in  this  perspective.  The  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  invited 
all  Eastern  Orthodox  churches  to  appoint  delegates  to  meet 
in  Chambesy.  In  addition,  the  Orthodox  members  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  were  asked  to  participate  in  the  exchange. 
The  Centre  of  the  Ecumenical  Patriarchate  in  Chambesy  offered 
hospitality  to  the  group. 
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The  discussion  took  place  on  the  basis  of  the  following 
documents:  a)  "One  Baptism,  One  Eucharist  and  a Mutually 

Recognized  Ministry"  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  73) ; 

b)  "Towards  an  Ecumenical  Consensus:  Baptism, 
Eucharist,  Ministry"  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  84); 

c)  the  replies  of  Orthodox  Churches  to  Faith  and 
Order  Paper  No.  73; 

d)  the  new  drafts  of  the  chapters  on  baptism  and 

eucharist; 


e)  a tentative  outline  of  the  structure  of  the  new 
text  concerning  the  ministry  (priesthood) . 

The  discussion  centered  on  the  following  issues: 

1 . What  is  the  nature  of  the  whole  undertaking?  What  is  the 
meaning  of  the  term  "consensus"?  How  can  it  be  protected 
against  misunderstandings?  In  the  discussion  it  became  quite 
clear  that  these  issues  needed  to  be  clarified.  In  particular. 
Professor  G.  Konidaris,  delegate  of  the  Church  of  Greece,  in 

a paper  explaining  the  response  of  the  Church  of  Greece,  under- 
lined the  need  for  a clear  understanding  of  the  nature  of 
the  texts.  The  consultation  welcomed  the  proposal  of  the 
steering  group  to  draft  an  introduction  to  the  document  taking 
up  the  question.  From  its  side,  it  discussed  the  matter  and 
drafted  a statement  in  which  the  Orthodox  understanding  of  the 
nature  of  the  agreed  texts  is  expressed  (see  Appendix  I to 
this  document) . 

2.  The  consultation  discussed  at  length  the  relationship 
between  revelation,  the  Church  and  the  sacraments.  It  agreed 
with  the  view  that  the  sacraments  could  not  be  discussed  in 
isolation  from  these  wider  themes  and  welcomed,  therefore, 
the  proposal  of  the  steering  group  that  the  text  on  baptism, 
the  eucharist  and  the  ministry  should  be  preceded  by  a brief 
statement  on  sacramentality  and  sacraments.  The  issue  of  the 
numbers  of  sacraments,  though  only  of  secondary  importance, 
could  be  mentioned  in  this  section. 

3.  The  group  gave  detailed  consideration  to  the  new  draft  on 
baptism.  The  main  point  of  discussion  concerned  the  relation- 
ship between  baptism  and  chrismation.  No  m&jor  changes  of  the 
text  were  proposed. 

4.  The  new  draft  on  the  eucharist  provoked  more  comments. 

A number  of  suggestions  can  be  found  in  Appendix  II  to  this 
document. 

5.  Finally,  the  consultation  spent  much  time  on  the  course 
to  be  followed  in  revising  the  text  on  the  ministry.  The 
discussion  centered  first  on  the  relationship  between  the  terms 
"ministry"  and  "priesthood".  It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
agreed  texts,  in  speaking  of  ordained  ministry,  did  not  have 

in  mind  another  reality  than  what  the  Orthodox  called  priest- 
hood. The  consultation  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  terms  used 
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in  the  agreed  statements  were  open  to  misunderstanding  and  should 
be  clarified;  possibly,  a new  section  '"vocabulary"  could  be 
included.  The  outline  proposed  by  the  steering  group  was  felt 
to  be  workable  (Appendix  III  to  this  document) , but  a number 
of  important  points  were  raised: 

a)  The  new  text  should  take  its  starting  point  from  the 
theme  "Christ,  the  ministry  and  the  community".  The 
ministry/priesthood  has  been  established  together  with 
the  Church.  No  ministry  without  the  community;  no  com- 
munity without  the  ministry.  Strong  emphasis  should  be 
placed  on  the  interaction  between  the  two. 

b)  Episcopacy  should  be  dealt  with  extensively. 

c)  Though  it  was  recognized  that  the  issue  of  primacy  among 
the  churches  was  an  important  problem  and  needs  to  be 
taken  up  in  ecumenical  discussion,  doubts  were  expressed 
whether  it  should  be  included  in  a text  on  the  ministry. 
Perhaps  the  text  could  state  that  primacy  is  an  issue 
arising  from  the  relationship  between  the  local  churches 
and,  therefore  strictly  speaking,  goes  beyond  the  theme 
of  priesthood. 

d)  The  ordination  of  women  should  not  be  included  in  the 
consensus  affirmations.  There  can  be  a common  affirmation 
that  women  should  be  given  a more  prominent  place  in  the 
wide  range  of  ministries  in  the  Church,  but  the  present 
debate  on  the  ordination  should  be  referred  to  only  in 
the  commentary . 


Appendix  I 

The  divisions  which  presently  exist  between  Christians  are 
abnormal.  They  contradict  the  very  essence  of  the  Church  as 
it  is  reflected  in  the  New  Testament  commandment  of  unity. 
Christians  and  Christian  churches  participating  in  the 
ecumenical  movement  have  a sincere  desire  to  realize  this 
unity.  The  quest  for  unity  realizes  itself  in  intensive 
work  in  all  domains  of  Christian  life: in  practical  matters, 
in  theological  reflection,  and  in  prayer. 

The  tradition  of  the  Church,  especially  the  experience  of 
the  Church  in  the  time  of  ecumenical  councils,  shows  us  the 
decisive  role  of  clear  and  affirmative  formulations  of  the 
correct  doctrine  in  overcoming  divisions  in  the  Church. 

The  Church,  for  the  benefit  of  the  faithful,  usually  gave 
precise  definitions  of  those  points  of  doctrine  in  relation 
to  which  there  was  uncertainty  and  differences  of  opinion. 

The  Church  also  defined  the  correct  teaching  if  teachings 
contrary  to  Divine  Revelation  arose.  The  dogmatic  formulations 
of  the  ecumenical  councils  never  sought  to  give  the  full  and 
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exhaustive  Christian  dogmatic  teaching  but  rather  to  clarify 
only  those  issues  where  Christian  doctrine  had  been  distorted. 
The  manifestation  of  visible  unity  (the  highest  expression  of 
which  is  the  common  celebration  of  the  eucharist)  requires 
common  discernment  of  the  true  teaching  of  the  Church  on  those 
issues  which  divide  us. 

Common  agreement  on  the  right  teaching  of  the  Church  is  impos- 
sible without  the  active  participation  of  representatives  of 
all  traditions  of  contemporary  Christendom. 

In  the  ecumenical  movement,  the  churches  have  committed  them- 
selves to  achieve  the  goal  of  visible  unity.  On  the  way  to- 
wards this  goal  they  have  to  pass  through  various  stages.  In 
leaving  behind  the  hostilities  of  the  past,  they  have  begun 
to  discover  promising  convergences.  The  consensus  making  it 
possible  to  achieve  unity  among  the  churches  can  only  be  pro- 
claimed by  an  ecumenical  council,  but  in  order  to  reach  this 
consensus  the  convergences  must  be  developed  step  by  step  un- 
til the  churches  are  able  to  declare  that  they  are  in  com- 
munion . 

The  texts  concerning  baptism,  the  eucharist  and  the  ministry 
are  the  result  of  a common  theological  study  with  the  ultimate 
objective  of  one  day  reaching  "the  unity  of  faith  and  the 
full  communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit". 

They  have  been  produced  by  Christians  in  dialogue,  commissioned 
by  their  churches;  they  listen  together  to  the  Word  of  God 
and  try  to  recover  a common  expression  of  the  converging  ex- 
periences which  they  are  living  together  in  the  common  effort 
to  deepen  their  understanding  of  revelation. 

They  register  the  stages  already  reached  and  propose  possible 
directions  of  advance.  They  are  not  a definitive  proclamation 
but  they  bring  out  clearly  the  convergences  which  help  us  to 
discern  "that  what  the  Spirit  is  saying  to  the  churches". 

Progress  on  the  road  to  unity  cannot  be  achieved  exclusively 
by  formulations.  The  churches  need  to  grow  together  in  their 
life;  the  next  step  on  the  way  will  be  reached  through  common 
experiences  and  by  developing  common  perspectives.  There  needs 
to  be  interaction  between  agreed  formulations  and  the  common 
experience  (between  consensus  and  consentire) . Proposed  agree- 
ment needs  to  guide  the  churches  in  their  involvement  in  the 
ecumenical  movement  and  common  experience  needs  to  lead  to  the 
next  stage  in  formulating  the  consensus  required  for  unity. 

It  is  essential  to  widen  the  process  of  exchange  in  this 
sense . 
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Appendix  II;  Suggestions  for  the  Text  on  the  Eucharist 


Para.  2:  The  eucharist  will  be  considered  under  the  following 
aspects  - thanksgiving  to  the  Father,  the  memorial 
of  Christ,  invocation  of  the  Spirit,  the  communion 
of  the  faithful,  the  meal  of  the  kingdom. 

Para.  14:  Mention  in  this  chapter  the  invocation  of  the  Spirit 
on  the  community  and  bread  and  wine. 

Para.  15:  In  the  commentary,  add  the  position  of  the  Orthodox 
Church;  a wording  like  the  following  could  be  used: 

"La  problematique  de  la  substance  est  etrangere  a 
la  tradition  orthodoxe.  En  effet,  pour  elle,  l'etre 
s'identifie  a l'etre  en  communion  selon  le  proto- 
type trinitaire  de  l'etre  (I  Jean  4:16).  La  vie  que 
le  Christ  nous  offre  devient  realite  existentielle 
(hypos tase)  a travers  la  communion.  Le  pain  et  le 
vin  deviennent  r^ellement  Corps  et  Sang  du  Christ, 
c'est-a-dire  hypostase  qui  se  realise  comme  etre  en 
communion.  Le  pain  et  le  vin  ne  sont  pas  seulement 
des  symboles  mais  la  chair  de  la  creation  qui  devient 
corps  du  Christ.  Cette  chair  de  la  creation  devient 
a jamais  le  corps  de  l'Eglise,  corps  de  communion, 
remede  de  l'gternite." 

Para.  20:  The  eucharist  embraces  and  sanctifies  all  aspects 

of  life.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  a representative 
act  of  thanksgiving  and  offering  on  behalf  of  the 
whole  world.  The  eucharistic  celebration  presupposes 
reconciliation  with  all  people  regarded  as  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  one  family  of  God  and  is  a constant 
challenge  in  the  search  for  appropriate  relationships 
in  social,  economic  and  political  life.  All  kinds 
of  injustice,  racism,  separation  and  lack  of  freedom 
are  radically  challenged  when  we  share  in  the  body 
and  blood  of  Christ.  The  eucharist  is  for  the 
believer  the  pivot  event  of  the  world's  reality. 
Through  the  eucharist  the  all-renewing  grace  of 
God  penetrates  and  restores  human  personality  and 
dignity.  As  participants  in  the  eucharist,  there- 
fore, we  prove  to  be  unworthy  if  we  are  not  actively 
participating  in  this  ongoing  restoration  of  the 
world's  situation  and  human  condition.  The  per- 
sistence of  unjust  relationships  of  all  kinds  in 
our  society,  the  manifold  divisions  on  account  of 
human  pride,  material  interest  and  power  policies, 
and  above  all,  the  obstinacy  in  confessional  oppo- 
sitions within  the  body  of  Christ  place  us  in  con- 
tinual judgment  by  the  eucharist  which  shows  us  that 
our  behaviour  is  inconsistent  in  face  of  the  real 
presence  of  God  in  human  history  and  present  world 
reality. 
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Para.  27:  Add  the  following  commentary  to  the  paragraph: 

"L'ordre  de  succession  (sequence)  de  ces  divers 
elements , bien  qu ' il  puisse  varier  selon  les  tradi- 
tions locales,  n'est  pas  indifferent.  Le  Christ, 
en  effet,  prit  du  pain,  remercia,  le  rompit  et  le 
donna.  Nous  sommes  teniB  par  son  commandement 
'faites  ceci  en  memoire  de  moi ' de  respecter  cette 
succession  en  quatre  actes:  offertoire,  priere  de 
remerciement  (ou  priere  eucharistique  ou  anaphore) , 
fraction,  communion.  En  outre  la  priere  de  re- 
merciement elle-meme  (ou  anaphore)  par ait  avoir 
une  structure  universelle  et  trinitaire." 

There  was  extended  discussion  on  the  sacrament  of  penance.  The 
general  feeling  was  that  there  should  be  no  specific  reference 
to  the  sacrament. 


Appendix  III:  Suggestions  for  the  Structure  of  the  Text 
on  Ministry 


Preambule 


L' intention  du  texte  est: 

- interpreter  le  fait  du  ministere  dans  l'Eglise 

- promouvoir  une  comprehension  renouvelee  des  ministeres 

- indiquer  un  cheminement  en  vue  de  la  reconnaissance  et 
de  la  reconciliation  des  ministeres. 

1 . Le  Christ,  L'Esprit  Saint,  l'Eglise 

La  communaute  ecclesiale  vit  dans  la  puissance  de  l'Esprit 
Saint.  Elle  est  communaute  apostolique.  Le  Christ  a envoys 
les  apotres  qui  prefigurent  l'Eglise  et  le  ministere  dans 
l'Eglise.  Dans  la  continuity  du  ministere  des  apotres  et  dans 
le  service  du  temoignage  de  l'yvangile  la  communaute  regoit 
les  dons  (charismes)  de  l'Esprit  en  vue  de  manifester  la  vie 
du  Corps  du  Christ  dans  le  monde  et  en  vue  de  son  temoignage. 

2 . Les  Ministeres 

a)  Vocabulaire 

b)  Parmi  la  diversity  des  charismes,  il  y a des  fonctions 
permanentes , ou  des  ministeres  qui  structurent  la  communaute 
ecclesiale ; le  Seigneur  donne  a son  Eglise  les  ministeres 
dont  elle  a besoin  pour  exister  dans  la  continuity  avec  le 
ministere  apostolique  institue  par  le  Christ:  les  ministres 
sont  appeles,  mis  a part  et  ordonnes  pour  recevoir  les  dons 
de  l’Esprit  necessaires  a leur  service  dans  l'Eglise;  aux 
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minis teres  traditionnels  de  l'episcopat,  du  presbyter at, 
et  du  diaconat  peuvent  s'ajouter  d'autres  selon  les  necessites 
du  service  de  l'Eglise  dans  un  monde  qui  change. 

c)  La  fonction  specifigue  du  ministere  (voir  no.  15) ; comment 
chaque  minis tere  se  ref ere  a cette  fonction  specif ique. 

3 .  L * ordination 


L' ordination  comme  epiclese  de  1' Esprit  Saint  pour  constituer 
le  ministdre  (voir  Ch.  Ill,  nos  38  a 43). 

4 . Convergences  et  divergences 

a)  Succession  apostolique 

b)  Ministere  et  sacerdoce 

c)  Autorit£  et  service 

d)  Permanence  et  changement 

e)  Ministere  des  femmes 

5 . Reconnaissance  et  reconciliation 


(Voir  Ch.  V,  nos  88  a 106) 


Appendix  IV;  List  of  Participants 


Moderator:  Metropolitan  Damaskinos  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate) 

Mr  Jan  Anchimiuk  (Poland) 

Rev.  Fr  Cyrille  Argenti  (France) 

Protopresbyter  Vitali  Borovoi  (USSR)  (member  of  Steering  Group) 
Miss  Seni  Haapimaa  (Finland) 

Mr  Elias  Jones  (USA) 

Diacre  Basil  Karayannis  (Cyprus) 

Prof.  Totu  Koev  (Bulgaria) 

Prof.  Gerassimos  Konidaris  (Greece) 

Metropolitan  of  Limassol  Chrysanthos  (Cyprus) 

Prof.  Nicolas  Lossky  (USSR/France) 

Prof.  Nikos  Nissiotis  (Greece) 

Rev.  Fr  Roman  Emil  (Rumania/Switzerland) 

Prof.  Christos  Yannaras  (Greece) 

Dr  Theodoros  Zisis  (Greece) 

Steering  group  members:  Rev.  Cranford,  Dr  Miiller-Fahrenholz , 
Frere  Max  Thurian,  Dr  Vischer 
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APPENDIX  VIII 


Memorandum  to:  The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Executive 

Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 

from:  The  Standing  Commission  of  the  Faith  and 

Order  Commission 


Taize,  August  24,  1979 


Dear  Friends, 

As  we  have  addressed  you  before  in  this  long  and  difficult 
year,  so  now  - after  your  visit  to  cur  meeting  and  our  clari- 
fying conversations  together  - we  want  to  share  with  you  and 
the  Executive  Committee  some  of  our  decisions  about  the  fu- 
ture, including  our  nominations  for  staff.  The  text  of  this 
memorandum  has  been  voted  by  the  Standing  Commission  and  con- 
stitutes part  of  the  Minutes  of  our  meeting.  We  would  also  like 
to  request  that  it  be  sent  to  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee . 

First  and  foremost,  we  are  grateful  for  your  reassurances 
about  the  centrality  of  church  unity  among  the  purposes  of 
the  Council,  and  about  the  important  role  of  Faith  and  Order, 
as  you  see  it,  in  serving  that  purpose.  As  we  also  repeated- 
ly said,  the  Commission  wants  and  needs  to  be  a thoroughly 
integrated  part  of  the  WCC,  and  wholeheartedly  reaffirms  its 
relation  to  the  Council  as  defined  in  the  By-Laws. 

Concerning  staff  nominations,  we  are  proceeding  according 
to  the  understanding  of  our  By-Laws  sketched  out  in  our  letter 
of  January  10,  1979  to  the  Moderator  of  the  Central  Committee 
and  the  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
and  confirmed  by  them  as  correct.  Therefore,  in  a separate 
letter,  we  are  submitting  one  name  to  you  as  our  nomination 
for  the  post  of  Director  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission, 
understanding  that  if  this  nomination  fails,  we  shall  be 
asked  to  submit  another.  In  addition,  we  are  nominating 
another  person  to  you  for  election  to  another  post,  as  one 
of  the  executive  secretaries  of  the  Commission.  We  explicitly 
reaffirm  that  as  soon  as  funds  can  be  assured  to  us,  we  expect 
to  nominate  an  Orthodox  staff  person. 

We  also  wish  to  note  here  our  profound  sense  of  gratitude 
for  the  excellent  services  which  have  been  rendered  to  our 
Commission , to  the  World  Council,  and  to  the  ecumenical  move- 


89 


ment  at  laxge  by  the  two  persons  being  replaced:  Dr  Lukas 
Vischer  and  Dr  Geiko  Muller-Fahrenholz . In  particular  we 
appreciate  the  outstanding  leadership  of  the  Director, 

Lukas  Vischer,  during  his  long  and . fruitful  eighteen-year 
period  of  service. 

In  addition  to  these  nominations , we  want  you  to  know  that 
we  plan  for  our  next  Standing  Commission  meeting  a discussion 
of  ways  to  regularize  our  staff  review  in  order  to  anticipate 
and  avoid  the  difficulties  we  have  suffered  this  time.  We 
may  at  that  time  recommend  - and  we  are  grateful  for  your 
encouragement  of  this  - an  amendment  to  our  By-Law  4 (a)  which 
would  explicitly  provide  for  a consultation  or  hearing  be- 
fore the  Executive  Committee  acts,  if  there  should  arise  any 
serious  possibility  that  a Standing  Commission  nomination 
might  in  future  be  reversed. 

We  also  spoke  with  you  about  other  aspects  of  the  relationship 
between  the  Commission  and  the  Council,  especially  about 
finance  and  programme. 

Concerning  finance,  we  want  to  deepen  the  Standing  Commission's 
participation  in  deciding  about  the  Faith  and  Order  budget, 
subject  to  the  regular  budgeting  procedures  of  the  Council. 

We  plan  a discussion  of  this  at  our  next  Standing  Commission 
meeting,  and  may  propose  some  revision  of  our  By-Law  8 on 
finance  pointing  perhaps  in  the  direction  of  a stronger  Com- 
mission role,  such  as  that  in  the  corresponding  CWME  By-Law. 

A good  illustration  of  the  problem  we  need  to  face,  and  one 
urgently  before  us,  is  the  financial  predicament  of  the  proposed 
consultation  on  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church. 
Faith  and  Order  has  been  given  administrative  responsibility 
for  this  work,  partly  as  a sign  of  general  church  interest 
in  this  project.  Some  are  now  pressing  the  Standing  Commission 
for  a solution  to  a financial problem  which  we  obviously  share 
with  the  general  budget  of  the  Council.  We  need  your  help  in 
facing  this  problem,  especially  in  appealing  for  general 
church  funds , and  were  glad  to  hear  that  you  agreed  with  us 
that  this  consultation  must  be  enabled  to  take  place. 

Concerning  programme,  we  feel  the  need,  as  we  said  to  you, 
for  a more  adequate  means  of  communicating  our  developing 
sense  of  programme  priorities  and  emphases  to  the  programme 
review  groups  of  the  Council.  The  Jamaica  Review  Committee 
recommendations  (Minutes,  p.  147)  select  points  in  the  Faith 
and  Order's  past  agenda  for  which  it  wishes  to  secure  a wider 
hearing  in  the  WCC.  We  are  grateful  and  shall,  of  course,  work 
hard  to  see  that  these  points  "should  not  be  submerged". 

However,  the  two  points  mentioned  do  not  seem  to  reflect  a 
response  to  the  fresh  formulation  of  the  Faith  and  Order  agenda 
worked  out  at  Bangalore  and  communicated  in  writing  to  the 
Review  Committee  in  September  1978  through  our  comprehensive 
"Conspectus  of  Studies".  This  is  especially  true  of  our  hope 
to  bring  to  the  next  Assembly  important  advances  in  the  con- 
sensus statements  on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry  for 
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referral  to  the  churches.  We  are  also  docketing  a further 
discussion  of  procedures  in  programme  review  at  our  next 
Standing  Commission,  and  hope  to  develop  with  you  more  adequate 
means  of  communication  in  programme  reviews . 

In  this  respect,  we  hope  very  much,  as  all  of  us  said,  and  as 
the  General  Secretary  stressed,  that  we  can  increase  the  fre- 
quency of  relevant  written  communication  between  the  offices 
of  the  Council  and  the  Officers  of  the  Commission,  especially 
about  rules  and  deadlines,  having  to  do  with  personnel, 
financial  and  programme  review  decisions.  We  feel  that  one 
contributing  factor  in  our  recent  problem  was  too  wide  a 
reliance  upon  Central  and  Executive  Committee  discussions  and 
minutes  as  a means  of  disseminating  knowledge  of  policy  and 
requirements.  In  this  regard,  timely  communication  is  crucial 
in  order  to  avoid  disruption  of  programme,  and  personal  con- 
tact and  consultation  are  also,  of  course,  essential. 

Two  other  specific  requests:  In  view  of  the  recent  difficul- 
ties, the  interruption  in  our  programme  of  studies,  and  the 
appearance  of  a new  director  midway  between  plenary  Commission 
meetings,  we  request  a Standing  Commission  meeting  in  1980 
or  early  1981,  as  well  as  our  plenary  Commission  meeting  in 
1981  or,  probably,  in  early  1982.  As  you  know,  we  raised  this 
question  with  you,  and  were  encouraged  that  you  thought  it 
might  be  possible. 

Second,  we  are  eager  to  participate  with  other  sub-units  in  the 
theological  preparations  for  the  next  Assembly.  We  ask  you 
to  facilitate  this  collaboration.  We  would  particularly  like 
to  cooperate  with  CWME  in  the  preparation  and  follow-up 
concerning  church  unity  aspects  of  the  World  Conference  on  the 
theme  "Your  Kingdom  Come",  and  with  CCPD,  CICARWS  and  others 
in  clarifying  the  important  ecclesiological  issues  in  develop- 
ing the  theme  of  "The  Church  of  the  Poor".  Would  it  be 
possible  that  such  sub-units  might  be  asked  to  plan  a joint 
consultation,  perhaps  by  mid-1981,  to  prepare  some  of  the 
theological  and  especially  ecclesiological  themes  for  the 
next  Assembly? 

It  remains  to  thank  you  for  coming  to  our  meeting,  at  some 
personal  sacrifice,  to  enable  us  to  speak  together,  frankly 
and  in  mutual  respect,  concerning  the  problems  of  the  last 
twelve  months.  We  hope  that  a stronger,  more  fully  reciprocal 
relationship  between  the  Council  and  the  Commission  will  be 
one  of  the  results. 


Yours  sincerely. 


Nikos  A.  Nissiotis 

Moderator,  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
Vice-Moderators:  W.  Ariarajah,  J.  Deschner,  F.  Mahoney,  J.  Tillard 
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■ 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  FAITH  AND  ORDER  COMMISSION 
AND  THE  SECRETARIAT  OF  THE  COMMISSION 

* denotes  member  of  the  Standing  Commission 


OFFICERS 


Moderator:  *Prof.  Nikos  A.  NISSIOTIS  (Church  of  Greece), 

5 Achilles  Street,  P.  Faliron,  Athens,  Greece 

Vice-Moderators : 

* *The  Rev.  S.  Wesley  ARIARAJAH  (Methodist  Church), 
Lockwood  House,  9 Vembadi  Road,  Jaffna,  Sri  Lanka 

*Prof . John  DESCHNER  (United  Methodist  Church) , 3211 
Drexel  Drive,  Dallas,  TX  75205,  USA 

*Mrs  Florence  MAHONEY  (Church  of  the  Province  of  West 
Africa),  P.0.  Box  23,  Banjul,  The  Gambia 

*The  Rev.  Fr  Jean  M.R.  TILLARD  (Roman  Catholic  Church) , 
Couvent  Dominicain,  96  Avenue  Empress,  Ottawa  KIR  7G2 , 
Canada 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SECRETARIAT 

Prof.  William  H.  LAZARETH  (Lutheran  Church  in  America) , 

Director,  150  route  de  Ferney,  1211  Geneva  20, 

Switzerland 

The  Rev.  Dr  Hans-Georg  LINK  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany) 

(as  of  June  1980) , 150  route  de  Ferney,  1211  Geneva  20, 
Switzerland 

The  Rev.  Dr  Constance  F.  PARVEY  (Lutheran  Church  in  America) , 
Executive  Secretary,  Community  Study,  150  route  de 
Ferney,  1211  Geneva  20,  Switzerland 

The  Rev.  Dr  Choan-Seng  SONG  (Presbyterian  Church  in  Taiwan) , 

Executive  Secretary,  150  route  de  Ferney,  1211  Geneva  20, 
Switzerland 

Miss  Yvonne  ITIN,  Secretary,  Community  Study 

Mrs  Renate  SBEGHEN,  Administrative  Assistant 

Mrs  Isa  SCHMIDTKUNZ , Secretary,  Community  Study 

Miss  Anne  WILLIAMSON,  Administrative  Assistant 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION 


Archbishop  Shahe  AJAMIAN  (Armenian  Patriarchate  in  Jerusalem, 

P.0.  Box  14001,  Jerusalem,  Israel 

The  Rev.  Dr  S.  T.  Ola  AKANDE  (Nigerian  Baptist  Convention) , 
Orita-Mefa  Baptist  Church,  P.M.B.  14,  Agodi  Gate, 

Ibadan,  Nigeria 

Archpriest  Pavel  ALES  (Orthodox  Church  in  Czechoslovakia) , 

Rimice  106,  783  26  Bila  Lhota,  okr.  Olomouc,  CSSR 

♦Dr  Kamol  ARAYAPRATEEP  (Evangelical) , Thailand  Theological 
Seminary,  P.O.  Box  37,  Chiangmai,  Thailand 

The  Rev.  Fr  Cyrille  ARGENTI  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of 

Constantinople) , 23  rue  de  la  Grande  Armee,  13001  Marseille, 
France 

*Prof.  Ivar  ASHEIM  (Church  of  Norway),  R0yskattlia  40,  1347 
Hosle,  Norway 

♦Metropolitan  BARTHOLOMEW  ( Archondonis ) (Ecumenical  Patriarchate 
of  Constantinople),  Rum  Patrikhanesi , H.  Fener,  Istanbul, 
Turkey 

Dr  Robert  BERTRAM  (Great  Rivers  Synod  of  Association  of  Evang. 
Luth.  Churches) , Concordia  Seminary  In  Exile,  607  North 
Grand  Blvd.,  St  Louis,  MO  63103,  USA 

The  Rev.  Plutarco  BONILLA  (Methodist  Church) , Seminario  Biblico 
Latinoamericano,  Apdo  901,  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica 

♦Protopresbyter  Vitali  BOROVOI  (Russian  Orthodox  Church) , 

Moscow  Patriarchate,  150  route  de  Ferney,  1211  Geneva  20, 
Switzerland 

Prof.  Raymond  E.  BROWN  (Roman  Catholic  Church) , Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  3041  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10027,  USA 

Prof.  Robert  McAfee  BROWN  ( United  Presbyterian  Church), 

Union  Theological  Seminary,  3041  Broadway,  New  York,  NY 
10027,  USA 

The  Rev.  Albert  To  BURUA  (United  Church  of  Papua  New  Guinea) , 

Rarongo  Theological  College,  P.O.  Kerawat,  East  New  Britain, 
Papua  New  Guinea 

Dr  Manas  BUTHELEZI  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  South 

Africa) , 80  Jorissen  Street,  P.O.  Box  31190,  Braamfontein 
2017,  Transvaal,  South  Africa 

Prof.  James  H.  CONE  (African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church), 

Union  Theological  Seminary,  3041  Broadway,  New  York, 

NY  10027,  USA 

The  Rev.  Martin  CRESSEY  (United  Reformed  Church),  The  Principal's 
Lodge,  Westminster  College,  Madinglay  Road,  Cambridge 
CB3  OAB , England 

♦Dr  Paul.  A.  CROW,  jr.  (Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)), 
P.O.  Box  1986,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206,  USA 

The  Rev.  Herbert  DAUGHTRY  (Pentecostal  Church) , House  of  the 
Lord,  415  Atlantic  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  NY  11217,  USA 
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Dr  Raoul  DEDEREN  (Seventh-Day  Adventist  Church) , Andrews 
University,  Berrien  Springs,  MI  49104,  USA 

Prof.  Kwesi  A.  DICKSON  (Methodist  Church),  University  of  Ghana, 
Dept,  for  the  Study  of  Religions,  P.0.  Box  66,  Legon,  Ghana 

The  Rev.  Fr  B.-D.  DUPUY  (Roman  Catholic  Church) , ISTINA, 

45  rue  de  la  Glaciere,  75013  Paris,  France 

Dr  Ellen  FLESSEMAN-VAN  LEER  (Netherlands  Reformed  Church) , 
Amstelhoven  10,  1181  PA  Amstelveen,  Netherlands 

The  Rev.  John  G.  GATU  (Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa) , 

Presbyterian  Church  Office,  P.0.  Box  48268,  Nairobi,  Kenya 

Bishop  GREGORIUS  (Coptic  Orthodox  Church) , Anba  Rueiss  Bldg, 

Ramses  Avenue,  Abbas siya,  Cairo,  Egypt 

Archbishop  Kyrill  GUNDIAYEV  (Russian  Orthodox  Church) , 18/2 
Ryleeva,  Moscow  G-2,  USSR 

Prof.  Juan  GUTIERREZ  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Dorfener  Strasse  12, 
8250  Armstorf  bei  Dorfen,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 

Ms  Seni  HAAPIMAA  (Orthodox  Church  in  Finland) , Huopalahdentie 
18  A 8,  00330  Helsinki  33,  Finland 

Dr  Adolfo  HAM  (Presbyterian-Reformed  Church) , Reforma  560, 

Luyano,  Hab.  7,  Cuba 

The  Rev.  Fr  Michel  HAYEK  (Roman  Catholic  Church) , 7 rue 
Coetlogon,  75006  Paris,  France 

Ms  Jeanne  HENDRICKSE  (United  Congregational  Church  of  Southern 
Africa),  1617  Ashby  Avenue,  Berkeley,  CA  94703,  USA 

Prof.  E.  Glenn  HINSON  (Southern  Baptist  Convention),  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  2825  Lexington  Road,  Louis- 
ville, KY  40206,  USA 

Rektor  Christoph  HINZ  (Federation  of  Evangelical  Churches  in 
the  GDR:  Lutheran) , Pastoralkolleg , x3301  Gnadau,  DDR 

*Fr  Thomas  HOPKO  (Orthodox  Church  in  America),  St  Vladimir's 
Seminary,  575  Scarsdale  Road,  Tuckahoe,  NY  10707,  USA 

Archimandrite  Dr  Sawa  HRYCUNIAK  (Orthodox  Church  in  Poland) , 
Klasztor,  21-526  Jableczna,  woj . Biata  Podlaska,  Poland 

Mrs  Jean  JACKSON  (Episcopal  Church) , 11  Bloch  Terrace,  Lake 
Oswego,  OR  97034,  USA 

The  Rev.  0.  Vasant  JATHANNA  (Church  of  South  India) , Bottminger- 
strasse  63,  4102  Binningen  (BL) , Switzerland 

Miss  Annie  JAUBERT  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  8 rue  de  l'Arrivee, 
75015  Paris,  France 

Prof.  Istvan  JUHASZ  (Reformed  Church  in  Rumania),  str  Kogal- 
niceanu  29,  3400  Cluj-Napoca,  Rumania 

Prof.  Dr  Walter  KASPER  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Kath.-Theol. 
Seminar,  Universitat  Tubingen,  Liebermeisterstrasse  12, 

74  Tubingen,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
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Fr  Aram  KESHISHIAN  (Armenian  Apostolic  Church) , Catholicossate 
of  Cilicia,  Antelias,  Lebanon 

Metropolitan  George  KHODR  (Greek  Orthodox  Patriarchate  of 
Antioch),  Orthodox  Archbishopric,  Hadeth  near  Beirut, 

Lebanon 

Dr  Nelson  KIRST  (Evangelical  Church  of  the  Lutheran  Confession 
in  Brazil),  Caixa  Postal  14,  Faculdade  de  teologia, 

93000  Sao  Leopoldo  - RS,  Brazil 

Prof.  Jean-Louis  KLEIN  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  France), 

18  Avenue  du  Panorama,  92340  Bourg  La  Reine,  France 

Prof.  Totu  KOEV  (Orthodox  Church  of  Bulgaria),  Academie  de 
Theologie , Clement  d'Orkhid,  PI.  Lenin  19,  1000  Sofia, 
Bulgaria 

Prof,  Gerassimos  KONIDARIS  (Church  of  Greece) , 52-54  Hippokratus 
Street,  Athens  144,  Greece 

Prof.  KQsuke  KOYAMA  (United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan) , Uni- 
versity of  Otago,  P.0.  Box  56,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand 

*Dr  Ulrich  KUHN  (Federation  of  Evangelical  Churches  in  the  GDR: 
Lutheran) , Denkmalsblick  17,  x703  Leipzig,  DDR 

Bishop  Victor  LABBE  DIAZ  (Pentecostal  Church) , Union  de  Misiones 
Pentecostales  Libres,  Casilla  No  24,  Correo  7,  Santiago, 
Chile 

*Dom  Emmanuel  LANNE  (Roman  Catholic  Church) , Monastdre  Benedictin, 
5395  Chevotogne,  Belgium 

*Dr  Bela  LESKO  (United  Lutheran  Church  in  Argentina) , Azopardo 
1422/28,  1107  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina 

*Prof . Jan  Milic  LOCHMAN  (Swiss  Protestant  Church  Federation) , 
Largitzenstrasse  62,  4056  Basel,  Switzerland 

Prof.  Nicolas  LOSSKY  (Patriarchate  of  Moscow) , 3 rue  St  Louis 
en  l'lle,  75004  Paris,  France 

*Dr  Andre  MAMPILA  (Roman  Catholic  Church) , Grand  Seminaire  Jean 
XXIII,  B.P.  4707,  Kinshasa  II,  Rep.  of  Zaire  \ 

Dr  Jaci  MARASCHIN  (Episcopal  Church)  Associagao  de  Seminari 
Teologicos  Evangelicos,  Rua  Ruego  Freitas  530,  F-13, 

Sao  Paulo  - SP,  Brazil 

The  Rev.  Dorothea  MARGENFELD  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany: 

Lutheran),  Karlsplatz  9,  714  Ludwigsburg,  Federal  Republic 
of  Germany 

The  Rev.  Martin  MBWANA  (The  Church  of  the  Province  of  East 
Africa),  Lindi  Avenue,  P.0.  Box  899,  Dodoma,  Tanzania 

Prof.  Jose  MIGUEZ-BONINO  (Methodist  Church),  Camacua  282 
1406  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina 

Dr  Lazar  MILIN  (Serbian  Orthodox  Church),  Hektoroviceva  7, 

11000  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia 

Prof.  Helen  MILTON  (Anglican  Church  of  Canada) , Dept,  of 
Religious  Studies,  University  of  Windsor,  Windsor, 

Ontario  N9B  3P4,  Canada 
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Prof.  Jurgen  MOLTMANN  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Reformed), 
Biesingerstrasse  25,  74000  Tubingen,  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany 

Mr  Jesse  MUGAMBI  (Church  of  the  Province  of  Kenya) , University 
of  Nairobi,  Dept,  of  Philosophy  and  Religious  Studies, 

P.0.  Box  30197,  Nairobi,  Kenya 

Dr  Emerito  NACPIL  (Methodist  Church) , Union  theological  Seminary 
P.0.  Box  841,  Manila,  Philippines 

The  Rev.  Fr  Virgilio  NETTO  (Roman  Catholic  Church) , Caixa  Postal 
24026  ZC  09,  20000  Rio  de  Janeiro  - RJ,  Brazil 

*The  Rev.  Seth  NOMENYO  (Evangelical  Church  of  Togo),  B.P.  8021 
Lom§ , Togo 

Mrs  Mercy  ODUYOYE  (Methodist  Church),  P.0.  Box  1261,  Ibadan, 
Nigeria 

*Prof . Keiji  OGAWA  (United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan) , 3-2-90-2 
Hibarigaoka,  Hoya-shi,  Tokyo  188,  Japan 

Metropolitan  Geevarghese  Mar  OSTHATHIOS  (Orthodox  Syrian  Church 
of  the  East) , Syrian  Orthodox  Theological  Seminary, 

Kottayam  1,  Kerala,  India 

*Prof.  Wolf hart  PANNENBERG  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany: 
Lutheran),  Sudetenstrasse  8,  8032  Grafeling,  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany 

Dr  Jorge  PANTELIS  (Methodist  Church),  Caixa  Postal  5002, 

09720  Rudge  Ramos,  550  Sao  Paulo-SP,  Brazil 

Archimandrite  Spyridon  PAPAGEORGE  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of 
Constantinople),  153  via  Sardegna,  00187  Rome,  Italy 

Prof.  Martti  PARVIO  (Church  of  Finland) , Pyhan  Laurin  tie  6B, 
00340  Helsinki  34,  Finland 

Mrs  Carolina  PATTI AS IN A (Maluku  Protestant  Church) , Jalan 
Paneasila,  P.0.  Box  15,  Ambon,  Maluku,  Indonesia 

Mrs  Katakshamma  PAUL  RAY  (South  Andhra  Lutheran  Church) , 

Nayudupet  524  126  Nellore  Distr.,  Andrha  Pradesh,  India 

Pro.  Per  E,  PERSSON  (Church  of  Sweden),  Mollevangsvagen  47, 

222  40  Lund,  Sweden 
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Belgicka  22,  Prague  2,  CSSR 
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The  Rev.  Dr  Geoffrey  WAINWRIGHT  (Methodist  Church  of  Great 
Britain) , Union  Theological  Seminary,  3041  Broadway, 
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The  Rev.  Joe  HALE  (World  Methodist  Council) , Lake  Junaluska, 

NC  28745,  USA 

Dr  H.  Jackson  FORSTMAN  (Christian  Church (Disciples  of  Christ)), 
The  Divinity  School,  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville, 

TN  37240,  USA 
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